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Team Gray Jays: Susan Walker, Dean Bloodgood, Robert Leigh

On Thursday, May 7th, after seemingly endless days of

rain, Dean Bloodgood, Robert Leigh, and | set out on BIR-

DATHON. Because of the protracted rain, Oklahoma was

experiencing a fAfald/l outo of sorts, and all of us were se
unusual birds & buntings, warblers, orioles, woodpeckers,

and siskins & at our feeders. We were hoping that these

species would stick around, despite a sunny Wednesday.

It was thickly foggy
as | drove to Sanborn
Lake to meet Dean
and Bob. We birded
Sanborn from the
parking lot and then
walked around the
early morning lake, taking pix of the dew covered spider webs
and flowers and identifying a yellow
warbler as one of our first sightings. A
flock of cedar waxwings winged off to
the north, and a coot and a pair of mal-
lards swam lazily on the lake. After Sanborn, we drove around Boomer Lake,
seeing Frankl ibndd eadndurlilmsg ©BedmswiththerCanadads
fuzzy goslings & but, oddly, nary a coot. In fact the
coot at Boomer was the only one seen all day.

We then drove to the airport and picked up a blue

grosbeak and to the pond at University Estates off Lakeview and picked up several
spotted sandpipers. Our next stop was the University barns off McElroy. Here we
searched (in vain) for a yellow -headed blackbird. We added some common birds
that were hanging about the barns and then took Sangre Road north off Lakeview.

Painted buntings had been coming to our feeders for several days, but on
our way to Sooner Lake we hit the big time. We added an indigo bunting, a pair of

lazuli buntings . . . and three male and one female blue grosbeaks. The lazuli is

_quite unusual for this area; one of the birds that birders across Oklahoma began

' reporting at their feeders during the rains. What beautiful birds these four are!l

Indigo Bunting© Robert Royse Painted Bunting © Steve Baranoff

There were many sparrows in the road and the roadside trees. We struggled

with identification several times, but were sure only of the following species: Chip-

ping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, Savannah Sparro
White-cr owned sparrow, and Har r-crewnsatemglariousimiher The whi t e

fresh plumage. The photo at right is of one that Jeff took under our feeders.



