2011 BIRDATHON Report

Team High Islanders
Susan Walker, Dean Bloodgood

Valerie & Dean Bloodgood and I (Susan
Walker) drove down to High Island Texas, April 15
to conduct our BIRDATHON fundraiser over a 24-
hour period April 16 & 17. We arrived just in time
for a “fall out” of orioles, warblers, and buntings,
that were stalled because of the cold north winds

\ caused by the tornadic storms up the east coast
\..m and into the Carolinas.

Dean and Valerie at lunch
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What a great birding opportunity for us! I picked up three “lifers,” a Sandwich Tern, Black-throated
Green Warbler, and the gorgeous Blackburnian Warbler; and caught only my third sighting of an
American Redstart and an Eastern Wood Pewee.

Sandwich Tern with its yellow-tipped bill Black-throated Green Warbler Blackburnian Warbler

I visited High Island with Sue Feasley, and Florence Wass in 1995, At that time, we hired a
guide to ensure that we saw everything. This time, there was a free guide service—Tropical Birding—
housed just across the street from the entrance to Boy Scout Woods (Louis B. Smith Bird Sanctuary).
These naturalists offered tours of the different High Island areas at 9 Am, 1 PM, and 4 pM. They also offer
birding tours around the world.

Our Boy Scout Woods guide at 9 AM was a young Australian named Nick who really knew his
birds. He had the rare ability of being able to tell us (in a charming Aussie accent) exactly where in the
tree or foliage the bird was, something necessary in the Sanctuary as one is not allowed to use any re-
corded bird calls, to pish, or to use a laser pointer. No flash photos are allowed either, though there
were several drip areas (one with a bleachers back from it) and photographers’ blinds. A good number
of birders were equipped with huge telephotos and state-of-the-art cameras and equipment that proba-
bly required no flash.

All told, in Boy Scout Woods we sighted 25 warbler species alone,
with many Northern Parulas and Black-throated Greens. There were
also many Baltimore Orioles, Orchard Orioles, Summer Tanagers,
and Scarlet Tanagers, the strong flyers that arrived just ahead of
the Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and smaller warblers, and buntings.
Warbling, Red-eyed, and Yellow-throated Vireos flitted among the
branches. Gray Catbirds avidly bathed under the drip spigots, as
well as Painted and Indigo Buntings, Northern and Louisiana Water-
thrush, Northern Parulas, and other warblers. On Prothonotary Pond
we saw a Crested Caracara, two immature Little Blue Herons, and a
Swamp Sparrow, among others. Great Tailed grackles were numer-
ous, noisily courting their females with tail twists, hops, bold struts
and sliding whistle calls.

Crested Caracara


http://www.tropicalbirding.com/us-and-canada-birding-tours/texas/high-island/

After our tour with Nick, we enjoyed a BBQ lunch put on by a local
church before returning to Tropical Birding to caravan to the Bolivar Penin-
sula where gulls, terns and shorebirds come to roost each evening. Here
with the help of our guide, Andy, we saw many shorebirds, including Baird’s
and Buff-breasted Sandpipers, Black, Least and Forester’s Terns, Black-
necked stilts, Wilson’s & Semipalmated Plovers, Greater Yellowlegs, many
Willets, a Whimbrel, and a Seaside Sparrow, as well as White and Brown
Pelicans and an Osprey.

Sunday we drove to the Anahuac Wildlife Refuge. Unfortunately, it is
recovering from Hurricane Ike and was much drier than usual. In the canals
and flooded areas, however, we spotted Leas merican Bitterns, a single
Glossy Ibis, several Black-necked BT ® hey
Stilts, Green Herons, Moorhens,
Northern Shovelers, and Blue-
winged Teal. Two of the Least Bit-
terns were immature, and odd looking birds they are without
their adult plumage, seemingly wearing buffy orange :
stripped pajamas. We saw two different Northern Harriers,
both females, working the marshes. We also, of course, saw
about 10 or 12 alligators lounging on the banks or gliding
silently down the canals.

Black-necked Stilt

That evening we went on the four o’clock tour with B
Tropical Birding, this time led by both Andy and Nick, who Alligator lazing at Anahuac Refuge

took us through Smith Oaks Sanctuary. Here is where I got

my first good look at the Stunning Blackburnian Warbler with its fiery orange throat and black, white,
and yellow markings. We also added the Great Crested Flycatcher and the Eastern Wood Pewee.

We ended our tour at the Rookery in the middle of
Clay Bottom Pond at Smith Oaks. This small island
close to shore was wing-tip to wing-tip with nesting or
roosting herons, egrets (mostly Snowy and Great),
Neotropical Cormorants, and Roseate Spoonbills. There

i are viewing platforms in the shore trees, and the island is
& quite close, so the viewing is excellent. We were sur-
prised to see the bright orange rump feathers of the
spoonbills and note their orange-red eyes.

No rest for the weary as we three traipsed to Front
Street to another area wooded with live oaks. We
wanted to see the Great Horned Owls and their owlets
The area near '
the nest was off

Snowy Egrets and Roseate Spoonbills nesting at limits. b
Clay Bottom Pond Smith Oaks imits, but we

got a pretty
good look at one fuzzy white owlet as it stared at us with its
dark eyes. We couldn't see it nearly as clearly as the owlet to
the right, however, snitched from the Internet. (In fact all the
photos on ppl & 2 but those of Valerie & Dean, the alligator,
and the roseate spoonbills above are from the Internet.

There’s much more I'd love to relate, but don’t want to
put you to sleep. I really appreciate the interest each of you
took in my BIRDATHON Team and the Payne County Audubon
Society through your generous donations. My profound thank
you for your donation, which is tax deductible. Print, complete,
and save the form on the back of page 3 for your records. See
the complete list of species on page 3. Suwsouv Walker Great Horned Owlet
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1. Brown Pelican 44. Sandwich Tern 87. Black-and-white Warbler
2. American White Pelican 45. Royal Tern 88. Prothonotary Warbler

3. Blue-winged Teal 46. Forester’s Tern 89. Worm-eating Warbler
4. Northern Shoveler 47. Common Tern 90. Golden-winged Warbler
5. Mallard 48. Black Tern 91. Blue-winged Warbler

6. Pied-billed Grebe 49. Black Skimmer 92. Tennessee Warbler

7. Black Vulture 50. Rock Pigeon 93. Nashville Warbler

8. Turkey Vulture 51. Mourning Dove 94. Northern Parula

9. Red-tailed Hawk 52. Inca Dove 95. Yellow Warbler

10. Northern Harrier 53. Yellow-billed Cuckoo 96. Yellow-rumped Warbler (myrtle
11. Crested Caracara 54. Great Horned Owl (nesting pair) race)

12. Great Blue Heron 55. Common Nighthawk 97. Black-throated Green Warbler
13. Great Egret 56. Chimney Swift 98. Cerulean Warbler

14. Cattle Egret 57. Ruby-throated Hummingbird 99. Yellow-throated Warbler
15. Snowy Egret 58. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 100. Blackburnian Warbler
16. Tricolored Egret 59. Eastern Kingbird 101. Chestnut Sided Warbler
17. Little Blue Heron (2 im; 1 ad) 60. Western Kingbird 102. Bay-breasted Warbler
18. Green Heron 61. Great-crested Flycatcher 103. Prairie Warbler

19. Yellow-crowned Night Heron 62. Eastern Phoebe 104. Palm Warbler

20. American Bittern 63. Eastern Wood pewee 105. Northern Waterthrush
21. Least Bittern 64. Barn Swallow 106. Louisiana Waterthrush
22. Wood Stork 65. Tree Swallow 107. Common Yellowthroat
23. White Ibis 66. Northern Rough-winged Swallow 108. Kentucky Warbler

24. Glossy Ibis 67. Purple Martin 109. Hooded Warbler

25. Roseate Spoonbill 68. Blue Jay 110. Wilson’s Warbler

26. Sora 69. American Crow 111. American Redstart

27. Common Moorhen 70. Fish Crow 112. House Sparrow

28. American Coot 71. White-breasted Nuthatch 113. Eastern Meadowlark
29. Black-necked Stilt 72. Sedge Wren 114. Red-winged Blackbird
30. Semipalmated Plover 73. Northern Mockingbird 115. Great-tailed Grackle

31. Wilson’s Plover 74. Gray Catbird 116. Common Grackle

32. Killdeer 75. Brown Thrasher 117. Brown-headed Cowbird
33. Whimbrel 76. American Robin 118. Orchard oriole

34. Greater Yellowlegs 77. Wood Thrush 119. Baltimore Oriole

35. Solitary Sandpiper 78. Swainson’s Thrush 120. Scarlet Tanager

36. Willet 79. Eastern Bluebird 121. Summer Tanager

37. Short-billed Dowitcher 80. Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 122. Northern Cardinal

38. Sanderling 81. Water Pipit 123. Rose-breasted Grosbeak
39. Baird’s Sandpiper 82. Loggerhead Shrike 124. Indigo Bunting

40. Least Sandpiper 83. European Starling 125. Painted Bunting

41. Semipalmated Sandpiper 84. Yellow-throated Vireo 126. American Goldfinch
42. Laughing Gull 85. Red-eyed Vireo 127. Seaside Sparrow

43. Least Tern 86. Warbling Vireo 128. White-throated Sparrow




PAYNE COUNTY AUDUBON SOCIETY
2011 BIRDATHON DONATION FORM

Your donation is greatly appreciated. Your contributions are used to further public environ-
mental awareness and nature education in Payne County and Oklahoma.
For further information see http://www.paynecountyaudubon.com

For over 50 years PCAS has actively promoted the enjoyment of birds and other wildlife in
north-central Oklahoma through education, conservation, and study.

Team name: __ High Islanders

Team Leader: _ Susan Walker Phone #: _405-372-0091
Team Leader e-mail: __ bzzyb03@yahoo.com

TEAM MEMBERS: _ Dean Bloodgood

Amount Donated: $

Contributor’s Name: 5

PCAS Member' s s@%ﬂ/ﬁg@/d@/ Date: April 16, 2011

Retain a copy for your tax records

Payne County Audubon
P.O. Box 82
Stillwater, OK 74076
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