Team Grey -crested Binobirders
Birdathon 2008

Dean Bloodgood and | conducted our Birdathon

on Monday April 21 *'. We met at Sanborn Lake and

walked the perimeter, picking up blue -gray gnat-
catcher, warbling vireo, yellow -rumped warbler, pied
grebe, and great egret among
dent belted kingfisher eluded us though, and we did

not see this species later in the day either.

After birding Sanborn, we locked my car and took
Deanbs van to the airport whg
vannah sparrows, scissor  -tailed flycatchers, eastern
meadowl arks, andoas everywhert
great -tailed grackles. These birds are very comical in
their courtship posturing.

From the airport we went to the OSU cow barns

off McElroy, first passing a field of OSU horses, many
with darling foals. At the barns we came upon seven
upland sandpipers in the grass very close to where we
parked the van. | should have taken a photo with my new camera but was too enthralled looking at them

as they peered back at us with their large eyes. Or maybe their eyes only look large because their heads

are so small ? Wedd gone t o t hleeadedbtackisirdstamd we didy...theeedf i nd yel | o

them with | arge flocks of mixed cowbirds and Brewero6s bl ac
I have one nesting under my carport which |1 6d already coun
Our next stop was the Oklahoma Botanical Gardens and Arboretum. We parked and walked the

gardens but saw and heard surprisingly little. | think the only new species we picked up there was a red -

bellied woodpecker.

After the OBGA, we took Range Road north, heading for Sooner Lake. Among other species seen

along the way, we spotted a red -shouldered hawk, an indigo bunting, kestrel, eastern bluebirds, purple

finches, | ark sparrows, vesper sparrows, wild tur kladgnn and
pines at the edge of a property. We also passed several interesting fences 0 one decorated with a cowboy

boot on each post (must have been over 100 of them); one decorated with an old wagon wheel on each

By the time we got to Highway 84, we were craving lunch,

so drove to Morrison and ate at a tiny café there. Dean had -
l'iver 6ndé onions and | had a burg

eat a large pile of French fries. Reenergized, we headed for
Sooner.

The first species we saw when we got to Sooner Lake

were several groups of white pelicans, some still with breeding
discs on their bills (right). We birded up Highway 15 a bit, see-
ing more yellow -headed blackbirds at the first boat ramp, as
well as killdeer, more posturing grackles, and barn swallows.




| got a pretty good
photo of the yellow -
headed blackbird (left)
and a pretty poor
photo of a barn swal-
low (near left).

After birding east

along Highway 15, we
backtracked and went

to the OG&E Power
Plant. Here we waited
while security checked
our drivero6s

At Sooner we saw coots, a ring

ple of lark sparrows).
Though this was a lovely day,

thousands. It was not until | got back to Stillwater that | spotted

two robins on my daughterdés | awn.

We searched in vain for a great blue heron also. Canot
that we didndédt scare up even ohe
ited. However, when | was driving home, | saw several cattle

egrets among the cattle on the south side of Highway 51 just east

of Bad Bradoés BBRQ.

| drove the section lines south of my home in search of a
painted bunting and a roadrunner, but in vain. This drive did net

more wild turkeys, so those
we saw earlier in a partially
fenced yard (photo) could
be chucked for this group of
seven definitely wild ones.

When | pulled into my

was eating dinner, | nearly
turned the table over
when | jumped up on
spotting a northern parula
at the east birdbath. It
flew before | could get my

camera on it.

| added to the list the
Carolina wren, Carolina
chickadee, American gold-
finch, barred owl (photo),
and the woodpeckers we
see daily at our feeders.
As a grand finale, | even

April 21st.

and made us passes to

enter the facility. | took a photo of my ID (left), which identified me a
a fAbird watcher. o

Il ic

-necked duck, Barrowbs gol d-

eneye, double -crested cormorants, ring  -billed gulls, blue -winged teal,
mal |l ard, LeContebds
lone bird feeding on the burned grass in the power plant with a cou-

the birds were scarce. The skies

were almost free of birds & with the exception of turkey vultures.
Roadside birds and line birds were not showing themselves either. It
took us half a day to spot one crow! We searched and searched for a
robin. These birds flocked through Perkins a few months ago by the

scpoared sparrowa(thisllastah i t e

bel i eve
in all the ponds and

drive, there in one of my eastern redce-

dars was a flock of cedar waxwings (see photo). That night as |

added a young raccoon that was gorging itself on black - 0il sun-
flower seeds in one of the feeders (see photo).

The final tally: 68 species spotted between 7 AM and 7 PM Monday

| ake



