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To survive, most creatures  adapt | but a few have stuck to their ~evolution ary guns. These few, Known
mt ¢f cpchat i mmc fmilliers loftydars with odrety m charlge, eventas their relatives went

extinct or took different paths across the tree of life. Many living
fossils are now threatened or endangered. But with some luck and a
little help, living fossil s will be able to survive the age of humans, too.

The Purple Frog ,discovered Just
five years ago in western India,
likely escaped detection because
s -~ = | itlives underground. It emerges
One of the few living fossils that is a for just two weeks during the
mammalduck-billed platypuses have || monsoonseason. Distinguished by
been weird for Zi@illion years!in a pointed snout, it's related to a

The Frilled Shark is an ancient spe-
cies that has changed very little in

Seah alive Smee s natural hablat s || addiion to their bills, they have | |family of ffogs now found only on
over 1,600 feet below sea levell The webbed feet, lay eggs, and have | |the Seychelles islands, which split

majority of Frilled Sharks have been venomtfilled leg  spurs . from India Z0dnillion years ago.

found in Japanese waters. The Frilled
Shark gives birth to live young and
remains pregnant for as long as 3%

years | the longest gestation period
of any vertebrate known on Earth!

(o [-IELE1111M Coelacanth vanished from the
fossil record  41@nillion years
ago | and then one was caught
in 1938 off the coast of South
Africa . A second individual was
discovered in Indonesian
waters in 1999.

Horseshoe Crab

Goblin
Shark

first discovered in the waters
around Japan by a fisherman in 1897,
the GoblinMb [ | et cmt [t ¢
closely related to sharks of 68
million years ago. The most recog-
nizable feature of the shark is its
long trowel -shaped shout.

—

Found commonly on Atlantic
- S 4 beaches, haorseshoe crab s are
Crocodile more closely related to spiders,

. - tick s, and scorpions than crabs.
The most widespread of all living Their ancestorg evolved in the
fossils, crocodiles have barely el Sl GRS, A
All photos from the Internet; Living Fossil text adapted changed in the 230million years .

_ k=l , . ] they've evolved only slightly |
from an article by Brandon Keim in Wired Science dn since dinosaurs roamed the Eart h. 975
the Wired Blog Network, December 2008. nthe last 445 millionyears.
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