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as the number of Counts 
multiplied over the years. 

The Stillwater Christ-
mas Bird Count began 
with six intrepid souls on 
Dec. 17, 1939. On that 
first effort, they counted 
just 40 species, but those 
40 included 25 bobwhites, 
82 harriers, 15 Short-
eared Owls, and 10 Log-
gerhead Shrikes. They 
found just 10 cardinals, 1 
Mourning Dove, and no 
Canada Geese. 

How times have changed. 
Last year (2009), 36 volun-
teers counted 96 species, 
including 1,554 Canada 
Geese, 205 cardinals, and 
418 Mourning Doves. We 
found no bobwhite, no 
shrikes, and just a single 
Short-eared Owl. There 
have been profound 
changes in Oklahoma 
habitats since 1939, and 
data provided by the 
Payne County Audubon 
Society through participa-
tion in the Christmas Bird 
Count have helped biolo-
gists try to make sense of 
those changes. 

Ready to be a part of 
history? Then join us 
please, and take part in 
an annual tradition as 
American as pumpkin pie. 
The planning meeting for 
the Stillwater and Sooner 
Lake Christmas Bird 
Counts will be Thursday, 
Dec. 2, in Ag Hall on the 
OSU Campus. A 

Q 
UESTION: What could 
have motivated 
60,753 people to par-
ticipate in thousands 

of separate field trips last 
winter during one of the 
perpetually busiest times 
of the calendar year? 

If you answered ―the 
chance to contribute data 
on the distribution and 
abundance of nearly 56 
million individuals of 2319 
species of birds‖ then con-
gratulations! You must 
know all about the Christ-
mas Bird Count. 

Where did you do last 
year’s count? Oklahoma? 
New Hampshire? Idaho? 
Newfoundland? Hawaii? 
Nunavut? Puerto Rico? 
Colombia? Mexico? Guam? 
You could have. There 
were counts in all of those 
places, and many more— 
at least 2,100 separate 
counts took place in 2009. 

What an amazing devel-
opment from that inaugu-
ral Christmas Day in 1900 
when Audubon’s Frank 
Chapman organized the 
very first Christmas Bird 
Counts. William McKinley 
was president; Theodore 
Roosevelt his Vice Presi-
dent. The first Model T 
Ford wouldn’t be seen for 
eight years. Civil War vet-
erans, and former slaves, 
might have heard of that 
first Christmas Count, and 
maybe even participated 

January 29 thru February 13th, 2011 

We PCASers live in a Rusty Blackbird state so can 

help census these birds, whose population is steeply 

declining, with estimates of an 85-99% population 

drop over the past 40 years! Smithsonian’s National 

Zoo Bird Center, in collaboration with National Audu-

bon and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, needs us to 

help in mobilizing a ―blitz‖ to locate Rusty Blackbirds 

in our area . Our census will provide a map of winter-

ing Rusty Blackbird ―hot spots‖ that will help focus 

research, monitoring, and conservation attention. 

See the 2020 Blitz  

results and learn more at this site.  

If you are interested in leading ―search parties‖ for 

this species in the Payne County area, please get in 

touch with Tim O’Connell or Susan Walker. a 

   Be sure to attend the December 2 pro-

gram— 7PM, Room 014 Ag Hall—to join/

lead a team, learn sector assignments, 

and learn about this historic Christmas 

count! Beginners welcome! You need not belong to 

Audubon or be an expert to participate. a 

http://nationalzoo.si.edu/scbi/migratorybirds/research/rusty_blackbird/blitz.cfm
mailto:tim.oconnell@okstate.edu
mailto:bzzyb03@yahoo.com
http://birds.audubon.org/christmas-bird-count
http://birds.audubon.org/christmas-bird-count
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I t’s literally the calm before the 
storm. I’m writing on the day before 

Thanksgiving. The OSU campus is com-
paratively deserted, as thousands of stu-
dents and faculty are making their way 
to home and family for the holiday. 
Families (mostly the moms) are making 
preparations for big dinners in full 
houses tomorrow. As luck would have it, 
we’re also on the verge of a powerful 
Arctic cold front that will drop tempera-
tures – and maybe even a little sleet. 
(After all, what is Thanksgiving without 
sleet?) To top it off, our little college 
town will be the focus of national sports 
attention in a few days, and OSU fans 
are really hoping that this will be the 
year . . . 

I  love roast turkey and college 
football and spending time with fam-

ily around a cozy fire when, as Lightfoot 
penned, those ―gales of November come 
slashing.‖ But this time of year marks 
some other events too. Our most north-
ern of migrants make their way south on 

those powerful Arctic cold fronts.  Tomor-
row’s weather will remind me of brutal but 
exciting days I’ve spent scanning the 
skies for southbound Golden Eagles at my 
favorite hawkwatch site in Pennsylvania. 
Closer to home, Snow Geese have already 
been winging through Payne County, and 
I expect a big push of waterfowl over the 
next few days. There are always strag-
glers that come in a bit later, and ―half-
hardies‖ that stick around longer than 
they should, but Thanksgiving for me 
marks the end of ―fall migration‖ and the 
beginning of ―winter birding.‖ 

H ow to celebrate this annual ob-
servance? Go birding, of course! 

The last of the stuffing and gravy will be 
gone before you read this, but why not 
make Thanksgiving weekend just one of 
many dedicated throughout the year in 
which you take a good long walk (or a 
short drive to a couple of favorite spots) 
to welcome the new friends who will 
spend this winter with you? Sapsuckers, 
kinglets, and Harris’s Sparrows have re-
turned to backyards, woodlots, and weedy 
hedgerows. Harriers and longspurs are in 
the pastures now, and scaup, wigeon, and 
merganser grace our lakes. This weekend, 
I’ll be thanking some of them for giving 
me priceless enjoyment when the skies 
turn steel gray, and the north wind stings. 
a 

by Tim O’Connell 
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I t’s a singular irony 
that many folks who 

have pursued careers as 
professional ornithologists 

seldom have time to just 
go birding. That’s why I try 
to steal a couple of hours 
each Saturday morning, 
before my family is up and 
moving, to at least count 

the ducks on some local 

lakes or take a short walk 
in a city park to commune 
with some chickadees.  

For years this has been 

my Saturday morning rou-
tine, and the joy of the 
birding was accented with 
the opportunity in the car, 
while driving between bird-
ing spots, to listen to 
NPR’s Weekend Edition 

with Scott Simon. I tried to 
time my walks to make 

sure that I was back in the 
car to catch Scott’s weekly 
conversations with that 
late great newsman, Dan 

Schorr.    

Yesterday morning’s 
combined birding and 
weekly Morning Edition 

listen took an odd – yet 
thoroughly pleasant – turn 

when I climbed into the 
car between birding stops 
and began listening just as 
Scott Simon began to 
describe his first time bird-

ing – at Huntley Meadows 
Park with Donald and 
Lillian Stokes. What fun 
to hear chickadees and 
woodpeckers in the back-
ground as Scott and the 
Stokes walked along, when 

I had just heard those 
same species myself on 

my walk, about 1,100 
miles away!  

Scott was witty as al-

ways on the recording, but 
he didn’t make light of the 
birding, and his spontane-
ous enjoyment shone 
through when he got a 

good look at the iridescent 
masterpiece that is to be 

found on that most ordi-
nary of ducks, a drake 
mallard.  

Scott’s voice conveyed 

the wonder of discovery 
when he described how, 
once you tune out the traf-
fic, you find that you can 
hear all sorts of birds 

around you. I should add 
too that the Stokes were 
terrific ambassadors for 

(Continued on page 4) 

by Tim O’Connell 

http://www.npr.org/programs/weekend-edition-saturday/
http://www.npr.org/programs/weekend-edition-saturday/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/huntley/
http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/huntley/
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Dear Susan:  
It is with much sadness that I 
share the fact that after a six-
week-long battle of a still uni-
dentified malady, Waipe suc-
cumbed. So far necropsy re-
sults shed little light. During 
the long ordeal experts in 
raptor medicine such as Dr. 
Patrick Redig, University of 
Minnesota, and Dr. Juan 
Blanco, Centro de Estudios de 
Rapaces Ibericas, Spain, as-
sisted the superb team at 
OSU. This group has our 
heartfelt appreciation and re-
spect.  

Please know that we are 
greatly appreciative of the 
support Payne County Audu-
bon and it's members pro-
vided in spirit and monetary 
contribution. Although indi-
viduals like Les and Eric Beck 
contacted literally thousands 
of bird folks through email, 
Payne County Audubon 
stands apart in the total 
handful (seven to be exact) of 
donations received. This sup-
port is incredibly meaningful 
to us.  

On a more positive note, 
the two male eaglets we pro-
duced this Spring with Waipe 
via artificial insemination are 
exceptional. I suppose there 
is not a more beautiful a trib-
ute to their Mother. Through 
Waipe we now have the third 
generation of Golden Eagles 
produced under Numunuh 
(Comanche) auspices. Thank 
you for your continued inter-
est.   Bill a 

Page 3  Vo lume 1,  Issue 1  

Les Imboden and I both 
wrote to Bill Voelker to inquire 
about Wiape, the Comanche 
Nation Ethno-Ornithological 
Initiative’s sick Golden Eagle. 
Here is Voelker’s response to 
each of us: 

October 29, 2010 
Hello Les:  

Please accept our appre-
ciation and gratitude for your 
continued interest and support 
of Waipe (pronounced Why-
Puh; this is our Comanche 
word for woman). As you 
know, we brought her home 
yesterday afternoon following 
another lengthy stay at the 
OSU Veterinary Hospital. Al-
though her treatment contin-
ues, the folks there were 
greatly concerned that she 
just wasn't eating voluntarily 
and hoped she would eat bet-
ter at home.  

I brought her favorite food 
with us and as soon as she 
was in our vehicle she 
grabbed the food and began 
eating. It is a social thing as 
well as speaking to her com-
fort level, as she has taken 
me as her mate and I am the 
only one who has brought 
food to her during this year's 
nesting and rearing of young.  

Although she dropped an-
other two pounds while endur-
ing treatment at OSU, I be-
lieve she will regain condition 
at ―home.‖ Doctors are in 
agreement. Time will tell, but 
we are still without answers 
regarding the reason for her 
condition. Perplexing to say 
the least. . . .  

I  do a lot of cooking . . . on top of 
the stove, but I don’t bake very of-

ten, since I store a lot of pots and pans in my oven, 
and would have to remove everything in order to actually 
use the oven for it’s intended purpose. On Sunday, Nov. 
28, decided that I better cook that turkey breast or I’d 
have to throw it away. Spending Sundays in the kitchen is 
one of my favorite activities, and it gives me a valid reason 
for staring out the kitchen window at my birdfeeders and 
at the pond area across the street. I figured that I would 
FINALLY see some birds, since the weather had turned 
colder.  

I threw the deluxe mix of seed on the ground, (only the 
best for my feathered friends), filled the birdbath with 
water, filled the feeders with sunflower seeds, went back 
into the house and waited, and waited, and waited. The 
turkey breast came up to room temperature, I had the 
aromatics chopped up for the dressing, the wild rice was 
cooked . . . and still I waited for some interesting avian at-
tendee to the bountiful feast I had prepared outside.  

The thought crossed my mind that one of the neighbor’s 
cats was hiding amongst my shrubs, so I went back out-
doors to beat the bushes, while the veggies were sweating 
on the stove. No cat. 

Finally, several pallid goldfinches appeared, settled 
themselves into the feeder tray and spent the next hour 
just sitting there, occasionally pecking half-heartedly at a 
seed. A couple of chickadees flew in, picked up one seed at 
a time, and politely left so someone else could take their 
place. The chickadees would fly over to the River Birch 
and stash each seed in the peeling bark, then come back 
for another seed to cache away for more inclement 
weather. A female House Finch spent some time on the 
feeder, or a nearby branch. This is the FOS House Finch 
that I have seen. Several juncoes half-heartedly picked at 
the white millet among the mulch bits. A Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker visited the sweet gum tree, checking on his 
holey territory. A pair of cardinals showed up, later in the 
afternoon, fighting against the winds that blew over pot-
ted plants on the patio. 

I didn’t see my usual numerous varieties of birds, but at 
least it was a start. I had gotten very discouraged re-
cently, because I had seen so few birds. Of course, that 
Sharp-shinned Hawk that has shown up EVERY year for 
the past 10 years or so . . . his presence doesn’t do any-
thing to encourage birds to feast here.  

Hey, maybe the hawk can develop a taste for cats . . . 
then I wouldn’t mind his hanging around!  a 
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Waipe’s two male  

offspring of this season. 

       In  My Yard 
by Joyce Konigmacher 

by Susan S. Walker as told by Bill Voelker 
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Rara Avis  
 by Jerry Wilhm 

NOT THE COMMON CONCEPT OF A 
“BIRD BRAIN” 

S ome amazing behaviors of crows, ravens, nut-

crackers, jays, and other corvids are described in the 

March 2010 issue of Discover magazine.  Dr. Nicky 

Clayton, an experimental psychologist at the University 

of California Davis, observed western scrub-jays steal-

ing and hiding bits of students’ lunches.  Later, the birds 

changed the location of the hiding places when they 

could do so without being observed by other jays. Dr. 

Clayton implied that the scrub-jays might be thinking 

about other birds potential action, a type of flexible 

thinking supposedly beyond the capability of the bird. 

D r. Clayton relocated to Cambridge University 

in England in 2000 and studied jay behavior in a labora-

tory setting.  Instead of attempting to train animals to 

do human tasks, she studied experimental adaptations 

that corvids might need in their own environment. The 

social thinking of the jays repeatedly showed more 

complex behavior than anyone had predicted.  The birds 

recalled if they were being watched by other birds when 

they hid their food.  They would wait until the potential 

thief was distracted before rehiding their food. She hand

-raised scrub-jays without giving them the opportunity 

to steal from other birds.  Those birds did not rehide 

their own food suggesting that this behavior requires an 

elaborate communication. 

A lthough many other studies have shown 

complex behavior in corvids, I will describe one in which 

I observed. Dr. Carolee L. Caffrey, ex-president of the 

Payne County Audubon Society, observed crows in the 

Stillwater area for several years.  In order to place iden-

tifying markers on individual crows, she caught them by 

baiting an area and using a charge to propel a net over 

the crows.  The first time the crows were easy to catch, 

but they soon learned to avoid the baited areas. 

D r. Clayton stated that the corvids and parrots 

possesses a neocortex in the brain of exceptional size 

relative to the size of the body.  The birds are not just a 

population of cooperating creatures, but a dynamic set-

ting of complex interactions.  The extent and interpreta-

tion of the behaviors is controversial and conflicting 

views are discussed in the article. a 

A s with all of our PCAS 
first-Thursday pro-

grams, we had a lot to fit 
into our  November 4th 
meeting time.  

There was the silent 
auction, replete with big 
bird books this pre-
Christmas meeting.  

There was lemonade, 
Sarah Kimball’s home-
made brownies, as well as 
snickerdoodles and choco-
late chips to be eaten. 

There were new and old 
birding friends with whom 
to visit and compare sight-
ings. 

There was President 
Tim O’Connell’s welcome 
and introduction of the 
Payne County Audubon 
Society, its mission, and 
the direction he would like 
the Society to go under his 
leadership. 

And, of course, there was 

the program itself, ―Wash, 
Rinse, Fly‖ given by Erica 
Miller, D.V.M., Freddy 
Miller’s daughter and a 
graduate of OSU’s Vet Med 
School.  

Erica presented a ―behind 
the scenes‖ view of the 
tremendous avian rescue 
effort after the Deepwater 
Horizon spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico. Tri-State Bird Res-
cue & Research lead a 
multi-state, multi-team 
effort to treat the birds 
impacted by the BP oil 
spill.  

The slide presentation 
focused on the efforts that 
occurred in Louisiana, 
where nearly 1,800 live 
birds were captured. This 
ground-level view of the 
response presented some 
of the many challenges 
and lessons learned on the 
path to returning these 
birds to the wild.  a 

birding.  

I want more people to 

discover birding, much like 
it’s fun to introduce your 
friends to a great new res-
taurant, or – in the olden 
days – an album of really 
great music. But birding is 

also important as a power-
ful ―gateway drug‖ into the 

importance of habitat con-
servation for native wild-
life.  

Yes, birding can get us 

excited about wetlands 
along the Gulf of Mexico or 
the preservation of the 
Arctic National Wildlife Ref-
uge, but it’s also one of 

the best ways to uncover 
the significance of that 
little park at the end of the 
street, or that old farm 

down the road – you know 
the one. It’s starting not to 
feel so far out of town as 
more and more houses 

pop up along that road . . . 
Go birding. It’s fun, and 
it’s important. a 

Mallard Drake by John 

Ravenscroft, Internet 

(Continued from page 2) 
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by Jerry Wilhm 

NATIONS AND BIRDS 

Identify the bird for each of the following. The lesser 
known fact appears above followed by a better-known 

characteristic. See how many you can answer by looking 
only at the top line of the description. Answers, page 7. 

1. National symbol of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Co-
lumbia, and Ecuador 
Scavenger, largest wing span of all land birds, life 
span up to 50 years 

2. National symbol of New Zealand 
Large round, flightless bird; lays largest egg relative 
to body size of all birds 

3. National emblem of Australia; also on their coat-
of-arms and many stamps 
Second largest extant bird, flightless, common in 
Maori mythology 

4. A species of this bird is the national symbol or 
emblem of over a dozen countries including In-
donesia, Nigeria, Panama, Philippines, Russia, 
Saudi Arabia, United Kingdom, and the United 
States 
Large, powerful bird with heavy head and beak; over 
60 species in Eurasia and Africa; only two in the USA 
and Canada. 

5. Object of religious veneration in ancient Egypt; 
mummies of over 1.5 million have been found in 
ancient burial grounds 
Large bird, 25 to 29 inches, long legs with thin, down-
curved bill white with black plumes 

6. National symbol of the Hague, Netherlands; na-
tional bird of Germany (although the eagle is 
the national symbol of Germany) 
Long-legged, long-necked wading birds, noted for 
large nests that are reused and which may increase to 
6 feet in diameter 

7. Unofficial national bird of Canada; aquatic bird 
Black head, white underparts, checkered black and 
white mantle, large duck common in northern lakes 

8. National bird of the Bahamas; large, long-
legged, wading bird that feeds head down and 
takes its pink color from the carotene in the 
food it eats  
Plastic replicas have become comical lawn ornaments 

9. Denmark’s national bird, a testimony to Hans 
Christian Andersen’s “The Ugly duckling” 
Graceful swan with a long neck and orange-red bill 
with black knob at base 

10. India’s national bird; large pheasant best 
known for the male’s extravagant tail 
Males have iridescent blue-green plumage; they fan 
their many ñeyedò tail to attract drabber females a 

Monthly Quiz 
to Make You a Wiz  

Lesson in Warbler ID. 
When I sent out a plea in 
Oct. for help in identifying 
the bird in the photo left, 
Tim O’Connell responded 
with the following lesson 
in Warbler I.D.: Three 
―confusing fall warblers‖ 
aren’t so bad as we might 
have been led to believe:  

¶ ―Tennessee always has WHITE undertail coverts. This 
bird does not. They’re yellow.  

¶ ―Orange-crowned has yellow undertail coverts, but 
generally, there is an even yellow from the lower 
belly down through to the undertail coverts. This bird 
doesn't look like that.  

¶ ―This bird appears to be yellow on the breast and 
belly, bright WHITE on the lower belly and legs, and 
then bright yellow again on the undertail coverts. 
That pattern fits just one of the three likely suspects 
here: Nashville Warbler. The clincher would be if the 
bird has a conspicuous white eye-ring. If it does, it’s 
a Nashville - I can’t tell from the photos. (If it does-
n’t, don’t tell me.)‖  

Bird Collisions with Power Lines. 
Freddy Miller forwarded this URL sent to her by 
daughter Erica Miller. It’s a BBC article about bird 
collisions with power lines. I think you will find the 
findings interesting. 

Frink Connection. 
Speaking of Erica Miller, though she introduced her 
husband John Frink at the November program, she 
neglected to tell us that John was once married to 
Lynn Frink, Tri-State’s founder, who died of cancer. 
Until last month John was on the Tri-State board. 
Freddy’s son, Hans Miller is still a member of the Tri-
State Board. He hopes to retire soon but will still con-
tinue as their financial advisor. 

Bring your bullet-proof vest .  
Jay Criswell, Stillwater Public Library Cataloger, sent 
me this URL to an article in The Atlantic by William 
Powers about birding at the Arizona border in the Na-
ture Conservancy’s Patagonia-Sonoita Creek Preserve. 
Ouch! 

Caught on the fly. 
Paul Van Els in a Nov. 1st e-mail reply to Les  
Imboden’s ñàDonde Est§sò: ―I’m in Las Vegas, NV, 
working on a PhD in ornithology (Phylo-geography of 
Pacific-slope and Cordilleran Flycatchers).‖ 

Biobigotry. 
It has always bothered me when someone calls house 
sparrows or starlings ―trash birds.‖ Why is it that we 
elevate some species yet vilify others that are only 
―doing what comes naturally‖?  Read a dated (2008) 
but humorous New York Times article by Natalie Angier 
on the subject. a 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/earth/hi/earth_news/newsid_9140000/9140040.stm
http://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2010/11/birding-at-the-border/8255/
mailto:paulvanels@yahoo.com
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/29/science/29angi.html?_r=2&oref=slogin
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Tiny, Cute Birds Prey On Bats  
Researchers from Europe’s 
Max Planck Institute for Or-
nithology report that the great 
tit (Parus major), the Old 
World’s answer to America’s 
chickadee, has a previously un-
suspected dark side to its na-
ture. During deep winter when 
food is in short supply, tits en-
ter caves used by hibernating 

bats, kill the bats by pecking their heads open, then 
drag them out into the sunlight and eat them. 

Tits and chickadees are diminutive black, gray and 
white birds that grow to about 14cm (5.5 inches). They 
usually feed on insects, seeds and berries, and with pa-
tience they can be trained to perch on a person’s hand 
and take a sunflower seed. But the Max Planck Institute’s 
observations over the course of two winters outside of a 
bat cave in Hungary show that when times are tough, the 
birds will do what they have to to survive. 

The bat species the birds have been feeding on is 
the common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus) which 
attains a length of about 2 
inches (4.5cm), with a wing-
span of less than 9 inches 
(19cm). According to the re-
searchers, the chickadees 
seem to locate their individual 
victims in the gloom of the hi-
bernation cave by homing in 
on the squeaks and other 
noises they make. The scientists were able to attract bat-
eating tits by playing recordings of pipistrelle vocaliza-
tions. 

But the researchers added that tits apparently seek 
out bats only when other sources of food are hard to 
come by and, given a choice, they seem to prefer eating 
almost anything else. When bird feeders were place near 
the bat caves, the birds quit going into the caves and ate 
the seeds instead. 

The report on the chickadee study is posted on the 
Max Planck Research Institute for Ornithology website. 

The Albatross and the Orca  
This one has all the makings of a children’s book: A 
lonely seabird, flying over the featureless ocean, finally 
spots a killer whale far below and begins to follow her 
wherever she goes. That was the scene that an albatross 
cam—a time-lapse camera attached to a black-browed 
albatross (Thalassarche melanopyrys)—seemed to reveal 
to a Japanese and British research team working in the 
Falkland Islands off the far-southeastern coast of South 
America. 

The camera appeared to show that other birds were 
following the whale as well, and additional instruments 
attached to the camera-carrying albatross indicated that 
the bird was probably diving near the whale. 

But scientists don’t think the birds were following the 
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Southern Ocean’s largest predator because they were 
looking for company. More likely, they were hoping to 
dine on her table scraps after she made a kill. (Killer 
whales, or orcas, feed on seals, penguins, other whales, 
and fish.) In fact, other types of seabirds frequently fol-
low ocean predators and schools of predatory fish in 
hopes of getting some of the leftovers, and that’s what 
was probably happening between the albatross and the 
orca. 

In spite of the fact that the black-browed albatross 
lives in remote, sub-Antarctic areas, it is listed by the 
IUCN as Endangered. Conservationists think its numbers 
have been declining because the birds are frequently 
killed when they go after strings of baited hooks drawn 
behind long-line commercial fishing vessels  

Read the rest on PlosOne, the online scientific 
journal. 

Amazing rescue by a mother  
mallard who went the extra mile  
Trapped in a dark sewer, the six little mallard duck-
lings found themselves cut off and facing an uncertain 
future. 

Their only hope of seeing daylight again lay with 
their mother—whom they had last seen more than a mile 
away as they were sucked into a drain. 

Rescue seemed impossible. Yet somehow the mother 
duck had managed to follow her offspring for more than 
a mile, apparently listening to their cheeps of distress at 
manhole covers as they were swept along below ground. 

Her incredible journey took her across a busy round-
about, countless roads, a metro rail line, a housing es-
tate, two school playing fields and hospital grounds 

The trail finally ended when she waddled on to Barras-
ford Close in Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne, where her 
chicks suddenly stopped. 

And it was there, standing over another manhole cover, 
that the mother remained for the next four hours until 
local residents heard chirping coming from down below. 

They in turn launched a rescue operation, removing 
the manhole cover and using a child's fishing net to 
scoop all six from the sewer one by one and reuniting 
them with their mother in a paddling pool. Read more in 
the Daily Mail. 

Incredible Journey: The storm drain where it is believed the 
ducklings entered the sewer, and right, the mother duck's in-

credible journey 

North News & Pictures Ltd; Daily Mail 

http://www.mpg.de/english/illustrationsDocumentation/documentation/pressReleases/2009/pressRelease20090925/index.html
http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0007322
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1026801/Amazing-rescue-mother-duck-went-extra-mile.html#ixzz164Ott2n9


 

www.paynecountyaudubon.com 

Volume 44,  Number 2   

W hen I pulled into the 
parking lot across from 

the Municipal Bldg at 7 AM 
the Saturday after Thanks-
giving, I was met by John 
Couch, Sonja Hanon, and 
Tim O’Connell, all bright 
eyed and bushy tailed, ea-
ger for a great morning of 
birding at Sooner Lake. 
There was no wind and 
temps rose into the 60’s. 

When we got to Sooner, 
we first surveyed the lake 
on the west side of the road. 
We’d barely got the spotting 
scope up when Mark Crom-
well, from Enid, pulled up. 
He had chased us down, 
having missed us in Stillwa-
ter. 

The five of us had a glori-
ous day of birding, visiting 
some of John’s favorite lo-
cales around Sooner and 
Red Rock, including a millet 
field that was being picked 
over by a cloud of Red-
winged blackbirds.  

Tim and Sonja left about 
10:30, and John, Mark, and 
I continued birding, entering 
the OG&E plant to check out 
the waterfowl. After a couple 
of fruitful hours at the plant, 
we three had a late lunch at 
the CS across from the 7 
Clan’s Casino and then re-
turned to Stillwater about 
2:30 PM. Here are the birds 
seen on this perfect day of 
birding: 
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1. Savannah Sparrow 
2. Le Conte’s Sparrow,  
3. Harris’ Sparrow 
4. American Tree Sparrow 
5. White-crowned Sparrow 
6. Field Sparrow 
7. Lincoln’s Sparrow 
8. Song Sparrow 
9. American Goldfinch 
10. Red-winged Blackbird 
11. Common Crackle 
12. Great-tailed Grackle 
13. European Starling 
14. Western Meadowlark 
15. Eastern Meadowlark 
16. Northern Cardinal 
17. Horned Lark (2) 
18. Smith’s Longspur 
19. Dark-eyed Junco 
20. American Robin 
21. American Kestrel 
22. Loggerhead Shrike (2) 
23. Red-tailed Hawk 
24. Harlan’s Hawk 
25. Red-shouldered Hawk 
26. Northern Harrier 
27. Bald Eagle (2 immature) 
28. Common Loon (3) 
29. Bufflehead 
30. Hooded Merganser 
31. Common Merganser 
32. Common Goldeneye (many)  
33. Ring-necked Duck 
34. Lesser Scaup 
35. Greater Scaup 
36. Mallard 
37. Pied-billed Grebe 
38. Horned Grebe 
39. Greater Yellowlegs (long look) 
40. Eastern Bluebird 
41. Carolina Chickadee 
42. Hairy Woodpecker 
43. Red-bellied Woodpecker 
44. American Crow 
45. Ring-necked Pheasant 
46. Mourning Dove 
47. Rock Pigeon 
48. Ring-billed Gull 
49. Franklin’s Gull 
50. Double-crested Cormorant 
51. Wilson’s Snipe (long look) 
52. Killdeer 
53. Great Blue Heron 
54. American Coot 
55. Brewer’s Blackbird a 

 

Answers to Quarterly Quiz 

1. Andean condor 

2. Kiwi 

3. Emu 

4. Eagle 

5. Sacred ibis 

6. Stork 

7. Common loon 

8. Greater flamingo 

9. Mute swan 

10. Peacock 
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The hand holding the bat is real but the hand with the toothbrush has 

been added. 

Don H. Adams 

Jerrie Crummett 

Tom & Jamie Fetter 

Kathy Forney 

Torre J. Hovick 

Judy Hull 

Mary Kohnke 

John Koemel 

Carol Loftiss 

L. Martin 

David Ricord 

Mary Lee Warren 

Laura Biswell 

Sonja Hannon, 

Mark Cromwell, 

Tim OôConnell, 

and John Couch 

posing for a 

corny pic on the 

Greenshield’s 

prairieland  

pasture 

by Susan S. Walker 
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http://fatfinch.wordpress.com/tag/buffalo/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2006/02/0217_060217_kiwi.html
http://www.garden-city.org/zoo/animalinfo/birds/emu.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eagle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacred_Ibis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Stork
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Common_Loon/id
http://www.theanimalfiles.com/birds/flamingos/greater_flamingo.html
http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Mute_Swan/lifehistory
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birds/peacock/
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"  

Membership entitles you to receive the National Audubon Society magazine, Audubon. With membership, you also  
automatically become a member of your local chapter, Payne County Audubon Society, receive Feathers, the Chapter’s  

quarterly newsletter, and participation in the Chapter’s monthly meetings, field trips, and events.  

Membership 

Ä Yes, I want to join Audubon at the low introduc-
tory rate of $20—that’s 43% off regular dues! 

Ä Two-year membership — $30 

Ä Senior Citizen or student rate — only $15 

Ä I wish to make an additional donation of $___________ 

Please complete and return: 

_______________________________________________ 
Name 
_______________________________________________ 
Address 
_______________________________________________ 
City/State/ZIP 
_______________________________________________ 
e-mail 

(We respect your privacy. Your e-mail address will be used only 
by  PCAS Chapter officers and directors to communicate with you 
about upcoming programs and events.) 

Method of Payment 

Ä Payment is enclosed      Ä Please bill me 

Dues include $7 for Audubon magazine. Please allow 4-6 
weeks to receive your first issue. 

Chapter Code: T05 - 7XCH 

Ä The National Audubon Society occasionally makes 
its membership list available to carefully selected  
organizations whose mailings you might find of  
interest. To omit your name from this list, please 
check here. 

The PCAS asks that each member try to volunteer at least 
twice each year. Be careful: This might be fun! Please check 
the activities below that you are interested in. 

Please detach this completed form at the dotted line and 
send it and your check (payable to PCAS for Feathers or 
National Audubon Society for membership) to: 

Payne County Audubon Society 
PO Box 82 
Stillwater, OK 74076 

Ä Sept. Potluck Opener 
Ä Nature Day 
Ä Christmas Bird Count 
Ä Backyard Bird Count 
Ä Birdathon 
Ä Nature Camp 
Ä Teal Ridge Litter  
Ä Publicity 
Ä Elections 

Ä Oklahoma IBA 
Ä Programs 
Ä Field Trips 
Ä Newsletter/Brochure 
Ä Website 
Ä Awards/Scholarships 
Ä Membership 
Ä Refreshments 
Ä Don’t know; call me 

Payne County Audubon Society 
PO Box 82 

Stillwater, OK 74076 

Printed on recycled paper 

icanhascheezburger.com 

Look at how FAT these squirrels are! Though I notice birdseed, 
pizza must be a daily dish. They make the squirrels chowing down 

Walker birdseed east of Stillwater look svelte! 


