A Sawm¥

The Newsletter of the Payne County Audubon Society (PCAS)

AN D ) EIRS

e-Volume 1, Number 2 December 2009
0'Connell Father & Daughter Present | 2()()9 Chrlstmas Bird Count
November “Literary OWIS” Program | oy i m osconnel
fe?]%lgdsig ?Eg,lﬁh?;,- A}z:(;etrl;g ?/E?eﬁtq;ec:%e \INouI:j su? 8I2 rlla?,riers(? 1615n ot s
oo Ao 2o for another CBC - ahrkes around here n 2008

County Audubon Society
on Nov. 5th at the Still-
water Public Library.

Katie O'Connell,
5th grade student at Will
Rogers Elementary, de-
livered a presentation on
"Literary Owls" with her
father Ti
Associate Professor of
Natural Resource Ecol-
ogy and Management at
OSuU.

Following the presen-
tation, guests dissected
sterilized owl pellets to

a
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Ti
Katie after their presentation,

m O6Connel |
mice, voles, and gophers
O wat &restaples of owl
diets.

Jay Criswell  of the SPL, put together a great cart-
load of books about owls available for checkout from the
circulation desk after tTaey pr o
made owl -shaped sugar cookies.

At the end of the program, we conducted a silent auc-
tion, our first
of what we
hope to con-
duct at each
first -
Thursday
program. We : A
garnered $83 A TN
from the auc- \
tion, this : ¢
time mostly '
field guides
and nature
books. Our
silent auction
at the Decem-
ber 3rd pro-
gramodo AiPreparing for t
offer a variety of items for bidding.

Think holiday giving, and be sure to come with a little
$$ in your pocket and/or your checkbook. a
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Joel LannersJ a me s
motherHeather Lannersdissect an owl pellet
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(Christmas Bird Count). |
again signed up volunteers,
scouted my area, and asked
my family to pretty much do
without me on a critical De-
cember weekend when so
many other things were hap-

ening. It was cold. It was
inconvenient. Yet | pressed
on, as have at least 52,000
other volunteers annually in
recent years.

Why do we do it? AFuno
just part of it. | suspect that
some larger sense of respon-
sibility is at work here too.

QOurs is a totally different
landscape than that of 1939.

We birders play an

tant role in conservation,
every time we do what we
love and take the time to
share information with oth-
ersd especially through or-
ganized counts like the CBC.

impor-

First, keep taking that
tmedi t 6s i
the best opportunity to esti-
fhate populations for several
species that winter almost
exclusively in the Southern
Plains. Second, keep training

ee

mpMeratea nt .

The Stillwater CBC began those beginning birders &

with 6 intrepid souls on Dec. theydre not getting
17, 1939. On that first ef- training anywhere else.

fort, they counted just 40 | found data online today

species, but those 40 in-

gatudedn25 bobvihim$ 82()wi f e

harriers, 15(!) short  -eared
owls, and 10 loggerhead
shrikes. They found just 10
cardinals, 1 mourning dove,
and no Canada geese.

How times have changed.
Last year, 37 volunteers
counted 108 species, includ-
ing 3380 Canada geese, 233
cardinals, and 89 mourning
doves. We found just 10
harriers and 16 bobwhites,
and not a single shrike or
short -eared owl.

local count re-
vedls changes over time that
reflect changes in land use,
and | suspect we could find
similar stories in every count

i thstate. Givelr R4dBnt S O

tial development and prolif-
eration of eastern red cedar,

from a count conducted in
my area 69 years ago. Could
those six people have imag-
ined that 16d
data in the year 2008? Will
there be anyone to make
sense of my data in 2077?

| can't just hope that there
will be. | need to do some-
thing about it. I'll have sev-
eral young people in tow this
year, as | do every year. It
may take longer to cover our
areas when leading a group
of beginners around on our
counts, but if we understand
at all the value of the CBC,
it's easy to see that the in-
vestment in that next gen-
eration of birders is even
more valuable than the rar-
est bird we might find on
any onecount. a
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http://picasaweb.google.com/bzzyb03/PCASNovemberProgramLiteraryOwls?authkey=Gv1sRgCJn1zdLUzoCOnAE

Feathers

From the
President's
Desk...

by Susan Walker

Book Review

After Kati e & Ti
ber presentation
ited the book cart to see what books
might appeal. My daughter Lucy checked

ALi

out several of the
series, and | checked out Wesley the
Owl by Stacey OO6Brien.

| was amazed and enlightened by what |
read. This is a memorable book in which
both the main character, Wesley, a barn
owl, and the author, the human with

whom Wesley lives for 19 years, are en-
dearing and unusual beings. In fact |

liked the book so well that | ordered two
copies from Amazon for Christmas gifts.

Here are a couple of reviews from the
back of the dust jacket.
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iMost Ome and my birdo
entertaining at best, but Wesley the

Owl is a different animal altogether.
Stacey OO6Brien got to
a unigue combination of deep scientific
understanding and rare emotional inten-

sity, and the result is stunning, unforget-

table. Read this book and you will never

see owls, or humans, in the same light
again. o

d Kenn Kaufman, author of Kingbird
Highway and Flights Against the

Sunset

AThis fun book r Bareykde
Me, but with wings. Warm, weird, and
wonderful, Wesley the owl is proof that
manés best friend some
ers. o

& Mark Obmascik, author of The Big

Year

PCAS Garage Sale

Webdre working hard to

ate venue for the February 27th PCAS
Garage Sale. If you know of any large,
free space at your church or elsewhere,
please get in touch with Sarah Kimball
ASAP (sarah.kimball@okstate.edu ).

We will need to set up Friday night so

will need a place for both Friday and Sat-
urday. Les Imboden has said that we
can store items we find at his place, so if
you are cleaning out your attic or garage
and need a place for things, get in touch
with Les ( lesnpat@yahoo.com ).

We are also going to need volunteers to

help sort, price, and label items, and vol-
unteers to take money and make change.

There will be a volunteer sign up sheet
available at the December 3rd program.
Please sign up to help. This will be fun!

December 3rd Program: Preparing for
the Christmas Bird Count

Speaking of the December 3 ™ program...
| Rlease plan on attending! This annual De-
roembsr mestjng ig thegoney duripg wéiich

we find a team to bird with on the Stillwa-

ter Christmas Bird Count 0 Dec 19th this
ryepf. Weadso lgafn wiph sgaiian efthe

circle we will cover and learn how to dis-

tinguish among similar species such as

white -chinned and white -crowned spar-

rows.

The more eyes we have, the more accu-
rate our count. Even if you are a begin-
ning birder, you can help by keeping the
tally and spotting
see. ltds nice to
drivers, too, so that more experienced
birders can scan the roadsides as we drive
the back roads.

There will be a tally rally after the CBC at
Rty PSS Pt theeuninq{i%ttled,gt(li]isyis

Hideawa
a gathering just after sundown of all those
kWrI’]IOOh\?Vve E)aF]titi:ipSatedoin v\t/r]e C%/Cl ¢ .hé and
are not planning on continuing by owling

into the night. At the tally rally we meet in

a warm place, eat, drink, and report our
numbersto Jim Ownby  so that he can
send them to National. We also delight in
sharing our rarest, our most, and our

most unusual sightings.

bird
have

Need binocs?

dSarame<imball, one of our new board
members, who is also new to birding,
asked about binoculars at our last board

tmiedtig SWhét &irsd sHoldeshelyet? What
could she expect to pay for an adequate
pair? What features should she look for?

Ti m OO Co was&ihdlenough to point

Sarah and anyone else to the websites

below. | bought my binocs through Eagle

fOptigsd The site walkspyeu dhporgh all the

things you need to know to select a qual-

ity pair of binoculars and also has great

discounts. | bought a pair of Audubon, gas

-filled binocs before going to Ecuador. Try

one of Timbs recommende

http://www.thebinocularsite.com/
consumer/binocular _ -buying -tips.html

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/Publications/
LivingBird/spring99/binos.html

http://www.eagleoptics.com/ a

EXECUTIVE BOARD DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT, Susan Walker,
bzzyb03@yahoo.com

VICE PRESIDENT,
loma@suddenlink.net
SECRETARY, Ti m O6Conne
tim.oconnell@okstate.edu

TREASURER, Les Imboden,
lesnpat@yahoo.com

Freddy Miller,

DIRECTORS

Jim Cowley,
cowunit@aol.com

Michael Harvey,
mrharve@okstate.edu

Ryan Helmer,
w.ryan00@yahoo.com

Sarah Kimball,
sarah.kimball@okstate.edu

Jim Ownby,
james.ownby@okstate.edu

Elaine Stebler,
elaine.stebler@okstate.edu

COMMITTEE CONTACTS

AWARDS
Jim Ownby,
james.ownby@okstate.edu

BROCHURE, FEATHERS
Susan Walker,
bzzyb03@yahoo.com

EDUCATION OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEE, MAILBOX
Les Imboden, Chair,
lesnpat@yahoo.com

FIELD TRIPS
Michael Harvey,
mrharve@okstate.edu

FUNDRAISING/BIRDATHON
Sarah Kimball,
kimball@okstate.edu

GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT
Pat Jaynes,
patjaynes@sbcglobal.net

HISTORIAN/PUBLICIST
Suz & Jim Cowley,
cowunit@aol.com

KAW LAKE EAGLE WATCH
Lu Skillern
luskillern@sbcglobal.net

NATURE PROGRAMS DIRECTOR
(Nature Camp & Nature Day),
Position to be Filled

OK AUDUBON COUNCIL REPS
Michael Harvey & Les Imboden,
mrharve@okstate.edu
lesnpat@vroomwireless.com

REFRESHMENTS, MEMBERSHIP
Iris McPherson,
imcpherson@sbcglobal.net

SOONER LAKE CBC
John Couch,
jrcouch60@yahoo.com

STILLWATER CBC

Jim Ownby & Tim 006
james.ownby@okstate.edu
tim.oconnell@okstate.edu

TEAL RIDGE LITTER
Member volunteers on rotation

WEBMISTRESS

Susan Walker,
webmistress@paynecounty
audubon.com
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In My Yard

by Joyce Konigmacher

I tis now Thanksgiving weekend.  Here
we are in the last days of November,
and | sti// have blooming impatiens and bego-
nias in my yard.

There have been only two mornings  where it was cold enough
to bring in my usual winter visitors. On those occasions | saw
several juncoes, along with the regular cardinals, chickadees,
and numerous goldfinches. A couple of Harris Sparrows were
doing the sunflower shuffle among the fallen leaves. At least

one pair of Yellow -bellied Sapsuckers is hanging around in my
yard, drilling in the Chinese Pistache and especially in the

Sweet Gum tree. | wonder if they revisit their sap -holes from
prior years, or if they create a whole new batch of holes
every year. Lord knows, the
selves shut each year, and my trees look like they have been
targets on an artillery range.

ho

| had to laugh as | watched the male sapsucker this week-
end. He initially landed high on the main trunk of the Chinese
Pistache. He then hitched his way down the tree, and his ac-
tions looked like someone who is rappelling down a rock wall.
Hitch down a step or two, stop, look down the trunk and judge
the distance and direction. Then hitch down another couple of
steps, stop and look down again, and repeat the process until

he reached the suet feeder. Imagine his surprise when he
pecked at the suet . . . and hit plastic!

I leave the suet cake in the rigid plastic packaging when |
insert it in the feeder, to prevent short -beaked birds from
pecking away all of the sides and edges. Perhaps this is an evil
practice, on my part, but it does seem to discourage the un-
wanted 86junkd® birds from destr

So back to the Sapsucker. He thinks he is about to help
himself to a morsel of peanut -flavored suet, but ends up beat-
ing on a plastic package instead. Eventually he figured out that
he would have to hitch down a little further, and attack the
suet-cake head-on, instead of from the side. Several days

later, | saw the female come to the Chinese Pistache, hitch

down the trunk of the tree, and hit that suet dead -on. | guess
her mate must have told her ahead of time, or perhaps she

had gone thru the same learning process as he had, but | had
not been watching at the time.

| just stepped out into the backyard for a moment, to look
at the Sweet Gum tree. The leaves are finally turning, and will
probably drop soon. To me, there is no tree that can match

the leaf -color of the sweet gum. Shades of yellow, red, orange
and green, all on the same leaf! What a visual treat it is to sit

or stand under this tree and look up through the leaves, as

they are backlit by the sun. It is like watching a stained -glass
window in motion. | marvel every year as | watch this process.

I guess that the beautiful colors the tree has to offer are an
adequate compensation for the torturous pain encountered

when stepping on itds seaed pods

es certainly

donodt
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John Polo(looking like a bug in a rug with the car antenna sprouting
from his head)Adrian Monroe,andJohn Couchscan the OG&E
Power Plant lake. It was full of coots, ducks, grebes, and three loons.

t 7:30 am on November
14, John Couch,
Adrian Monroe, John
Polo, and Susan Walker
met in the parking lot across
from the Municipal Bldg on
Lewis, psyched for a morn-
ing of birding at Sooner
Lake.
Between the time we
our houses and the time we
arrived at the parking lot,

left

o yhe tﬁ”%od'ioﬁp%d 6Afc al y

grees. John C., arriving in
shirtsleeves, decided to run
home and get a jacket.
Smart move. All of us but
John P. had jackets, and he
wrapped himself in the quilt
| use to protect my car from
bicycle grease (see photo
above).

We stopped at the en-
trance to the OG&E Power
Plant so that the guys could
have OG&E visitor cards
made. After telling all to re-
member to bring picture

I.D., | (duh) forgot my

OG&E visitoros
was on their security list, so
we had no problems.

We saw well over twenty
hawks, including both a
Harl anés and a
of a Harl anés

We also saw five or six
immature bald eagles. The
Native American women in

the 7 -Clans Convenience
Store & Casino told us that

the lowa Eagle Rehab Cen-
ter in Perkins was releasing
rehabbed bald eagles at
Sooner. May explain the
unusual numbers of imma-
tures.

We also saw two common
dogns.tredheaqs, many
coots, greater and lesser
scaup, ring - necked ducks, a
red - necked grebe, a horned
grebe, pied -billed grebes,
buffleheads, hooded mer-
gansers, American wigeon,
gadwalls, mallards, double -
crested cormorants. Passing

in skeins above the lake we
saw Canada geese, shnow
geese (nice flock), ring billed

buy.

and Franklinds gull
Of sparrows we saw: Sa-
vannah, Harri soés, f
white -crowned, and tree.

After a morning of birding
éstofped abthet7  LClans

CS&C to grab a snack. Then
we detoured onto a back
road that John had explored,
and eventually found our
way dpdTk to Stilbvatqr &fter

0 1a vepy eleakaatp & thaaugh

Ky id jeagcofosmgorph ¢ af gnt é‘ll@py d morning of birding.

Eastern red -tailed hawk.
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