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EVENTS  

CALENDAR  

December 1, 2011  
PREPARING FOR THE CB C 

7 PM , Rm 014, Ag Hall  
This is the PCAS program in 

which Christmas Bird Counters 
join a team or become a team 
leader, learn what sections of 
the circle they will cover, pick 
up checklists and learn start 
and tally times, and review 

the field marks/calls of some 
likely suspects that might be 
confused: White -crowned vs 

White -chinned Sparrow, 
House Finch vs  Purple Finch, 

Loggerhead vs  Northern 
Shrike, etc.  

December 17, 2011 
STILLWATER CBC  

PCAS has conducted this CBC 
since 1948. Plan on joining or 

forming a team this year. 
Weak species id skills? Be a 
teamôs driver or recorder and 
apprentice with experienced 

birders. Jim Ownby , 
Coordinator.  

December 27, 2011 
SOONER CBC  

PCAS has participated in this 
CBC for the past 20+ years. 

This very exciting circle 
includes Sooner Lake and 

environs. Last year a team 
saw a pair of white tailed kites 

in the circle; several years 
ago a snowy owl prowled the 
prairie within the circle. Each 
year, millions of blackbirds fly 
to an island in the lake each 
night to roost ð a lifetime 

look at a sky black with birds. 
John Couch,  Coordinator  

January 21, 2012 
ULTIMATE EAGLE WATCH  
Travel east of Ponca City to 
Kaw City at Kaw Lake, for 

guided eagle -viewing tours 
during the Kaw Nationôs 

Ultimate Eagle Watch ð7:30 
AM to 2:30 PM. This event 

involves a day of activities in 
addition to the thrill of viewing 

the majestic  eagles.  

Lisa Coale; Anda Thomas; Lisa Wiesbauer; Lucy Walker; Susan Walker; Eric Beck, IBA 

Coordinator; John Couch; and Les Imboden pose for a group photo at the Selman Ranch 

after a weekend of marking/removing fences. Story and more pix on pp. 10 & 11 and here. A  

A pair of leather 
gloves and pliers/wire 

cutters, rest atop a 
fence post at the  

Selman Ranch IBA in  
western OK, Sat. Oct. 
29. A group of PCAS 
members and others 
met at the ranch to 

mark/remove fences in 
an effort to save the 

lesser prairie-chicken, 
which flies across the 

open prairie into 
barbed wire fences. 
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T  he 112 th  Audubon Christmas 

Bird Count is fast approaching! 

Here we are, some of us with 

Thanksgiving leftovers lingering in 

our kitchens, and we turn our atten-

tion ahead several weeks to our local 

Christmas Bird Counts: Dec. 17 for 

Stillwater and Dec. 27 for Sooner 

Lake.  
  

For some reason, now that our 

scissortails and painted buntings, 

and dickcissels have left us for the 

tropics, itôs those hardy winter wa-

terfowl and juncos and finches that 

lure us out en masse  one day each 

year.  
 

Why is that tens of thousands of 

people will block out one day to go 

birding each year, and that day is 

smack dab at the busiest time of 

year? No birds are singing, the pret-

tiest ones are long gone ðeven our 

goldfinches are sheepish to hear their 

name when dressed in their olive 

drab winter garb ðand itôs often 

really cold. Rather than simply go to 

the best spots we know to find the 

most birds, our volunteer charge 

(actually we pay to volunteer for this 

duty) is to sniff out every individual 

of the lowly as well as the mighty: 

every house sparrow, every starling, 

and every pigeon is to be counted on 

the Christmas Bird Count, and that 

doesnôt sound much fun, does it? 
 

But it must be fun, right? Isnôt 

that why people keep showing up, 

year after frigid year? What is it 

about the Christmas Bird Count that 

keeps them coming? Camaraderie, 

with so many other birders out that 

day? A sense of duty, knowing that 

our data are invaluable to conserva-

tion? Escapism from the hustle and 

bustle of the holidays? Iôm not sure 

what it is, and I donôt really care. Iôll 

just look forward to meeting you out 

there in the field as we recreate a bit 

of what those first Audubon members 

began 111 years ago. A  

 

by Tim OôConnell 
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American White Pelicans 

at Lake Carl Blackwell, 

November 5, 2011. Photo 

by Tim OôConnell; 

cropped by editor. 

Red-shouldered Hawk at the 

OSU Cross-Country Trail, 

November 24. Photo by Tim 

OôConnell, cropped by editor 
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T wo OSU professors 
wowed PCAS audiences  

with their October and 
November Programs.  

Dr.Craig Davis ôs October 
program 
about 
Whooping 
Cranes 
explored 
the migra -

tory habits 

of these 
birds, 
taking the 

audience to the Canadian 
Northwest and Wood 

Buffalo National Park, 
where the last remaining 
natural migratory flock of 
Whooping Cranes nest and 
raise their young during 
their highly protected and 
carefully monitored annual 

summer stay. This natural 
flock winters on the Texas 
coast at Aransas.  

Until 2001, these birds 
were the world's entire 
natural flock of wild 
migratory Whooping 

Cranes. In that year, 
experts began to 
reintroduce an Eastern 
flock with captive -bred 
chicks carefully raised by 
costumed humans who 

used crane puppets.  

This new second flock 
now migrates between 
Wisconsin (nesting 
grounds) and Florida 
(wintering grounds), about 

1250 miles. They follow an 

ultralight plane on their 
first fall migration. They 
travel alone ðwithout 
human help ðon their first 
spring migration.  

Click into this web site 

to read about and view the 
ultralight - led migration  of 
the Eastern group of 
Whoopers.  

Dr. Davis also explained 

some of the reasons that 

Whooping Cranes are on 
the endangered list and 
how they are being 
brought back, albeit 

slowly, from their 1940 
population of a mere 22 
cranes to a more robust 
population (see Internet 
chart  and below).  

 

Dr. Jim 

Lishôs 
November 
program 
on OKôs 
wintering 

red - tailed 
hawks was 
so well 
attended 

that extra 
chairs had to be found.  

Dr. Lishôs presentation, 

written and illustrated by 
Lish himself with  wonderful 
photos and observations 
made over 40 years in the 
field, is titled ñOklahomaôs 

Fantastic Red -Tailed 
Hawks.ò It can be viewed 
here  as a slide show.  

Dr Lish pointed out that 
these beautiful birds, and 

Dr. Craig Davis 

NREM 

 

Year  
No. 

Cranes  
Year  

No. 
Cranes  

1940  22  1998  183  

1950  34  1999  185  

1960  33  2000  177  

1970  56  2001  174  

1980  76  2002  185  

1990  146  2003  194  

1991  132  2004  216  

1992  136  2005  218  

1993  143  2006  237  

1994  133  2007  266  

1995  158  2008  270  

1996  160  2009  263  

1997  182  2010  281  

 

Dr. Jim Lish  
Vet Med  

particularly those that 
migrate to Oklahoma in 

the winter,  to feast on 
cotton rats ñcome in a 

bewildering assortment of 
plumages. Even within 
each race there is a great 
deal of variation. Learning 
to identify the various 
types is challenging, even 
for experts. Many simply 

cannot be classified.ò 

Sometimes these hawks 
do not even have their 
namesake red tail. Young 

Red- tailed Hawks may 
have whitish rumps and 

banded tails. The Kriderôs, 
Hawk, a pale type of 
Eastern Red - tailed Hawk, 
is generally mostly white, 
and the Harlanôs race may 

be nearly black. Note the 
conditional words ñmayò 
and ñgenerally.ò The 
variety of coloration and 
pattern is so variable that 
Dr. Lish pointed out that 

one cannot say ñalwaysò 
about any red - tail.  

For instance, the Western  
Red- tailed Hawk is darker 

than our light -breasted 

resident Fuertes Red -tailed 
Hawk (so named by 
Oklahomaôs most famous 
ornithologist, Dr. George 
M. Sutton, after Louis 
Agazis Fuertes, the 

greatest bird artist of his 
day) and has multiple tail 
bands, but there are also 
rufous -colored westerns.  

The very dark, Harlanôs 

Hawk comes from the far 
north. Its tail is exemplar y 
of the variety in these 

birds. It can be mottled, 
barred, gray, reddish, even 
white. And, you guessed it, 
there is a ñlightò Harlanôs 

Hawk that is nearly white.  

Lishôs fascinating talk, 
ensured that we knew a lot 
more about red - tails than 
previously, and would be a 
lot less inclined to quickly 
identify some of the 
variously colored hawks 
we encounter as another 
species. A  
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ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) 
From nesting grounds in 
Alaska and Idaho to the 
prairie potholes in Canada, 
thousands of sandhill 
cranes, snow geese and 
other migratory birds are 
making their way south to 
their traditional winter 
watering holes in the 
American Southwest.  

The problem is that a 
year of drought has 
ravaged wetlands and crops 
throughout Texas and New 
Mexico, forcing the birds to 
fly off course in search of 
water and food.  

In the Texas Panhandle, 
there's no standing water in 
any of the playas, and 
officials at Buffalo Lake 
National Wildlife Refuge 
haven't seen many birds. 
It's just as dry at Texas's 
oldest national refuge in 
Muleshoe, where 27,000 
birds have moved through 
so far this fall.  

ñI don't know where our 
birds are going," said refuge 
manager Jude Smith. ñIt's 
not just the cranes, but the 
geese and the ducks. They 
had bumper crop years up 
in the potholes with lots of 
reproduction but there's 
nowhere for them to go.ò 

That's why managers at 
Bosque del Apache National 
Wildlife Refuge in south -
central New Mexico are 
bracing for record numbers 
this fall and winter. With 
nearly 13,000 acres of 
wetlands, the refuge is one 
of the country's most well -
known spots for observing 
migrating waterfowl. Thou -
sands of people were 
expected to visit this week 
[Nov 26, 2011] for the 
annual Festival of the 
Cranes. Read more.  A  

Susan Montoya Bryan/AP  

http://www.operationmigration.org/Birds_eye_view.html
http://whoopingcrane.com/flock-status/flock-status-2011-may/
http://www.cvhs.okstate.edu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=626&Itemid=336
http://news.yahoo.com/drought-leaves-slim-pickings-migrating-birds-141043101.html
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STILLWATER, OK Nov 26 ð Four 
intrepid birders braved the chill and 
wind the Sat. after Thanksgiving to 
spend the morning birding at Sooner 
Lake: Les Imboden and I ( Susan 
Walker) had just connected with 
field trip leader, John Couch , at 8 
AM, when a tall guy strolled up and 
introduced himself as Tom 
Worthington, from the U.K. Tom 
had walked from campus to the 
meeting location, the Couch Park 
parking lot across from the Senior 
Center on 12th Street.  

On the drive up to Sooner, we got  
to know Tom better and learned that 
he was from a town near 
Nottingham, England; in the U.S. 
only 3 weeks; and conducting 
research at OSU NREM on the 
Arkansas River Shiner.  

When we got to the Sooner Lake 
OG&E Power Plant, the guard on 
duty seemed to be working in slo -mo 
as he v -e- r- y s - l-o-w- l-y looked each 
of us up on the approved list of 
birders who want to bird inside the 
gates/fences of the power plant.  

Eventually we learned that Tom, 
as a non -U.S. citizen, could not enter 
the plant. Tom must contact Cyndie 
Browning , who presently administers 
the process, and apply for a pass.  

While waiting, we got a good look  
at a male Northern Harrier. The 

Kriderôs Hawk that had 
been sitting at the entry 
gates last year, was 
nowhere to be seen, but 
John reported that in his 
pre - field trip scouting 
foray heôd seen 3 kriders, 
one with a pink tail.  

Because Tom could not 
enter the plant, we circled 
the lake instead, probably 
seeing just as many 
species as we would have 
seen inside the plant. It 
was very windy. Windy 
enough to stir up white -
caps on the lake, so most 
of the waterfowl were near shore, 
tucked into inlets, or sheltered 
behind spits of land.  

One of our first sightings was a 
Common Loon. Contrary to the 
description above, this bird was 
bobbing up and down out in the 
whitecaps, so took the spotting 
scope and some moments to i.d.  

By far the best sighting  of the day 
was a golden eagle that flew into the 
lake ðquite literally ðon the west 
side of Hwy 177. It landed, stood in 
the shallow water, took a few drinks, 
then perched for a long while on a 
snag . . . until a bald eagle swooped 
in and commandeered the snag!  

Despite strong wind, rain, and cold 
(about 48°F ), we spent an excellent 
morning birding.  

Here is a list of the 42 species we 
identified:  
1.  Bald Eagle (1 im & 3 m)  
2.  Golden Eagle  
3.  Red- tailed Hawk  
4.  Northern Harrier  
5.  American Kestrel  
6.  Canada Goose  
7.  Northern Shoveler  
8.  Gadwall  
9.  Hooded Merganser  

10.  Bufflehead  
11.  American Wigeon  
12.  Common Goldeneye  
13.  Mallard  
14.  Lesser Scaup  
15.  Common Loon (3)  
16.  Pied-billed Grebe  
17.  American Coot  
18.  Canvasback  
19.  Double -crested Cormorant  
20.  Great Blue Heron  
21.  Belted Kingfisher  
22.  Eastern Meadowlark  
23.  Horned Lark  
24.  Eastern Bluebird  
25.  Red-winged Blackbird  
26.  European Starling  
27.  Common Grackle  
28.  American Crow  
29.  Blue Jay  
30.  Northern Cardinal  
31.  Northern Flicker  
32.  Downy Woodpecker  
33.  Harry Woodpecker    
34.  Harrisôs Sparrow 
35.  Savannah Sparrow  
36.  Tree Sparrow  
37.  Song Sparrow  
38.  White -crowned Sparrow  
39.  White -chinned Sparrow  
40.  Dark -eyed Junco  
41.  American Goldfinch  
42.  Carolina Chickadee   A  

by Susan S. Walker  

 

Tom Worthington, Les Imboden, and John Couch brave 
the chill and wind to scout out waterfowl at Sooner Lake 

the Saturday after Thanksgiving. Couple more pix here. 

 

Count me . . . in 
 

STILLWATER 
CHRISTMAS 

BIRD COUNT  
December 17, 2011  

and/or  

SOONER CHRISTMAS 
BIRD COUNT  

December 27, 2011 
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mailto:vermilion_flycatcher@yahoo.com
mailto:vermilion_flycatcher@yahoo.com
https://picasaweb.google.com/bzzyb03/SoonerLakeFieldTrip?authuser=0&authkey=Gv1sRgCNnLivKp9tnTVA&feat=directlink
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Rara Avis  
 by Jerry Wi lh m  

      ñTWELVE DAYS OF  

          CHRISTMASò REVISITED 

T he song ñThe 12 Days of Christmasò describes 

a gift for each of 12 days. In most traditions it 

starts on Christmas Day and concludes the day before 

Epiphany. Although the words may have originated in 

France, the earliest known printed version was in a chil-

drenôs book in England in 1780. An English scholar re-

corded the music to the song in 1872. The carol was 

brought to the United States in 1910. 1 

Other than the birds in the song and the ñfive gold 

ringsò, I do not think that most people would be pleased 

with the gifts sung in the carol. Who would want ñEight 

Maids a -milkingò and their herd cluttering their living 

room or yard on Christmas morning? My wife and I live 

upstairs in a condo. My neighbors downstairs would cer-

tainly not appreciate hearing ñNine Ladies dancingò or 

ñTen Lords a-leapingò just above their heads. I would 

not like to wake up Christmas morning hearing ñEleven 

pipers pipingò or ñTwelve Drummersò drumming.ò 

But the birds in the song are wonderful gifts, either 

for the dinner table or for observing. 2 The partridge (1st 

day gift) is a member of the pheasant family and is lar-

ger than the quail. It has been a traditional game bird in 

England for centuries. Roasted or grilled partridge are 

featured in many English cook books. However, they 

would need to leave the pear tree outside.  

The turtle dove (2nd) is a common summer visitor 

to England. It is the symbol of devoted love possibly 

because of its Biblical reference, its mournful voice, and 

the formation of strong pair bonds.  

The identity of the ñFrench hensò (3rd) is not clear 

but might be referring to one of the fancy domesticated 

chickens from France.  

The identity of the ñFour calling birdsò (4th ) is also 

vague but it probably refers to a songbird. The original 

words in the song were ñFour colly birds.ò Colly means 

black and it could be referring to the common blackbird 

which is ubiquitous in the United Kingdom.  

The geese (6 th ) might be domestic birds such as 

the Greylag goose which is the ancestor of most domes-

ticated geese. It is a large, bulky, native goose of the 

United Kingdom, an item on many Christmas dinner ta-

bles.  

The swan (7 th ), a European endemic species, such 

as the Mute Swan, is not regularly eaten but is a beauti-

ful bird that affords the birder a spectacular sight.  

In order to make the gifts more enjoyable this year,  

I would suggest the following changes to 12 Days of 

Christmas :  

ñFive white ringsò (can now refer to the Ring -necked 

Pheasant, which would grace any dinner table).  

ñEight Gulls a-milkingò (ñmilkingò is an old word de-

scribing landlords who milk their tenants of their money; 

gulls try to milk terns of their catch)  

ñNine Egrets dancingò (watch a graceful male egret 

mating dance)  

ñTen Emus a-leapingò (chuckle at the crazy antics the 

male emu uses to impress a mate)  

ñEleven Plovers pipingò (piping plovers make a an 

engaging high whistled (piped) pooeep pooeep sound)  

ñTwelve Chickens drummingò (of course, I refer to 

drumming prairie chickens)  

Now I ask you. Wouldnôt these be much better 

gifts?  A  

   

   

   

   

EGRET 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAIRIE-CHICKEN 

 

 

 

PIPING PLOVER 

  

GOOSE CALLING BIRD 

 
SWAN 

EMU 

 

 

 DOVE 

 

 
cCHICKEN 

 
PARTRIDGE 
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http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Ring-necked_Pheasant/id
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kleptoparasitism
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mvnSoUVeJjg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cTGnQZ-1CDw
http://www.junglewalk.com/sound/plover-sounds.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ut-bQn88xEc&feature=related
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_Mh_Wl7WrM64/Smhqwq8nO4I/AAAAAAAAA8g/ht_CVX8sq5o/s1600-h/pipingPloversPastel_V4.jpg
http://lektreks.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/painting-2009-kaspari.jpg
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Well, donõt say I didnõt warn you. Earlier 
I put the word out that this column space was 

available to anyone who wanted to yammer on 
about birds in their back yard or birds theyõd seen on a recent 
field trip, or a wildlife encounter extraordinaire. I warned that 
if no one stepped forward, I would go on and on ñagainñabout 
the squirrels at my feeders. They are now the size of mar-
mots, the varmints! They are also probably worth their weight 
in gold at the price of todayõs birdseed. 

     One warm day several weeks ago, after our feeders had 
been empty for at least a week, we refilled the feeders and 
topped up the bird baths for our birds, distressed with the 
summer drought. Within an hour we had twelve squirrels on the 
deck or on the feeders eating the birdseed . . . five gray squir-
rels, that I was too slow to catch with the camera, sat in a so-
ciable circle around a pile of seeds. We also had six squirrels 
on and under our east feeders, which hang over the lawn. If a 
chickadee or a titmouse found a chance, it would fly in and 
grab a seed, but all the rest of the birds kept their distance.  

     When we first moved out here, we thought weõd keep 
the birdseed in a plastic garbage can on the deck, which over-
looks a wooded ravine with a little stream running through it. 
That lasted less than three days. The squirrels chewed holes in 
the garbage can, squeezed into it, and ate the birdseed. So, we 
bought metal garbage cans with lids that òlockedó when the 
handle was up. The squirrels bloodied their mouths trying to 
pry off the lids, but then the aerial acrobats learned to swing 
on the handles and unlock the lids. We now store the birdseed 
inside the house in those same metal pails.  

     Weõve tried various squirrel- proof feeders. So far 
none is. 

     Weõve tried squirrel baffles. The squirrels were not baf-
fled. They soon figured out how to tip the baffles against the 
wires holding the feeders. Then they simply rode them down 
onto the feeders.  

     Weõve tried hanging the feeders far from any post, 
tree, bench, or branch. Let me tell you, a squirrel can leap hori-
zontally at least 12 feet, maybe more. Sometimes they miss 
but they are persistent. Their mamas taught them: òIf at first 
you donõt succeed, try, try again.ó Weõve tried hanging the 
feeders on very long, very thin wires. We soon learned that a 
squirrel can bullseye a feeder from 20 feet up. The critter 
doesnõt even touch the wire, just drops from the limb above di-
rectly onto the feeder.  

      Several of you have offered live traps, an exhausting 
method I have resorted to in the past and by which I was suc-
cessful in trapping and exiling a single squirrel. A brain dead 
one, I think. All of the others managed to get the bait and also 
get out of the trap!  Several times I found the sprung trap 
empty under the deck and once I found an empty sprung trap 
in the driveway a full 60 feet from the deck on which it had 
been placed. Did some predator drag it out there or did the 
squirrel just go ballistic?  

by guest columnist Susan S. Walker  

       In My Yard  

     One of you offered a pellet gun, but when I found out 
that the pellet would only wound the squirrel if I did not get a 
head shot, I discarded that idea as too cruel.       

     We read that birdseed mixed with cayenne pepper will 
not bother birds but will be rejected by squirrels. We never 
tried it because we also read that the powdered cayenne pepper 
can blow into the birdsõ eyes. It doesn't bother the birds' taste 
buds but can still aggravate the eyes and cause pain.  

     So, weõve given up. We now try to divert the fat, furry 
rodents with dried corn on the cob, stale bread, left over as-
sorted Thanksgiving nuts, Osage oranges, and anything else we 
can think of to keep them on the deck/ground and off the feed-
ers.  But, over years of having their palates pandered to, our 
squirrels prefer black oil sunflower seed over all other offer-
ings, even with a bumper crop of pecans and acorns this year.  

     òOuró squirrels, both Fox and Eastern Gray are hugely 
fat as the photos below attest. They eat until they are stuffed 
and then lie spread -eagled on their bulging bellies on ñor un-
derñthe deck benches. By now weõve grown attached to them 
and have even named a few: Michelin Man, Mr. Summo, Gleason, 
Kate Smith, Flying Wallenda, Nutkin, White Ear, etc. A  
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