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Field Trip to Pontotoc Ridge Refuge 10-1
On October 1st, Andy Croshy organized a Payne County Audubon Society field trip
to Pontotoc Ridge Preserve. Andy, his friend Andrea Acevedo, a budding
herpetologist, and  Susan Walker  drove down from Stillwater and met at the Preserve Fri-SunOct28 -30 &
Dwayne & Leslie EImore, lesser prairie -chicken and shorebird experts; Bill Adams a W OODWARD L ESSER -

birder from Duncan; and Jona Tucker,  Preserve Director and trip leader. The Elmores

and Crosby had attended the annual meeting of the Oklahoma Chapter of The Wildlife PRAIRIE  CHICKEN FENCE

Society (OCTWS) in Idabel the Thursday and Friday before, so this meant that Andy drove MARKING ; overnight joint
back to Stillwater Friday and then turned around and drove back to the area Saturday venture with Sierra Club
morning. and OK IBA Coordinator,
Temps were blessedly cool and the group had fun scouting the rolling hills, Eric Beck ;contact Les
limestone outcrops, springs and dry streambeds of the 2900 -acre preserve from a safari - Imboden for details

l'i ke platform above the bed of Jonabs pickup. They also hi ked dow
hiked along a dry streambed in the limestone rocks. With the absence of appreciable Thu,Nov3 O PROGRAM :
water, all birds but vultures, flickers, and cardinals were scarce, the group seeing only 17 i (KLAHOMA & EANTASTIC
species total: Black Vulture, Brown Thrasher, Turkey Vulture, Blue Jay, Pileated 5
Woodpecker, Northern Cardinal, Field Sparrow, Ruby -crowned Kinglet, Northern Flicker, RED_- VALED i ©
American Crow, Carolina Chickadee, Tufted Titmouse, Carolina Wren, Mourning Dove, Jim Lish, ~7-9 PM, Room

American Kestrel, Vesper Sparrow, and Eastern Bluebird. 14, Ag Hall, OSU Campus

SAT,Nov 19 8 BIRDS
- & B URGERS OUTING , a
. joint offering of PCAS and
= the Cimarron Group of
. the Sierra Club; Pecan
Springs Quail Preserve,
204 N Hwy 51, 9 AwM.
Les Imboden _, host.

Sat Nov26 & PRE-CBC

FIELD TRIP TO SOONER
LAKE, John Couch .

{ Meet at 7:30 AM in parking

™ lot across from Sr Center

E 12th to carpool.

# \We welcome all who are interested.

PCAS programs and field trips are
free and open to the public.

www.paynecountyaudubon.com
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fibig days?0 Whatever t
really wanted to go see this movie.

So we did, and it was good. We birders
are hypercritical of how our sport is por-
trayed in the media, and | thought they
did a fine job. The
Rirgly but songs generally matched im-
ages, and the birds they were looking for
at various locations were actually the

mo

I t6s important to kmow t h kirds onemight find in those locations.
their birds. I tds evenTheMovi€ oficolrep I t avastreally about
to me that my kids know their birds. | the three main characters and the joys
dondét need them to be biandtRalleRges of pursuihg their obses-
want them to know that isfof Bher@wefe®dme linnybid afbng
singing outside as oppo stetayladd the mevid aptured well
bird.o At the same ti me,some®fdhe §ritn reblities &ntl Buphordud

they did take up birding, but | worry
about pushing them too hard and having

them reject it.

eccentricities of the birding world. It also
provided an opportunity for some top -
nbtéh\¢iBemétdgiaghyl t 0 e x -

So far,

pose them to birds and birding, but not

force them to do it.

Someti mes, i f
really fun for
come out with me for a little while.

t h
t

My own impressions notwithstanding,
I didndét realize
s owauhtin liagkedl my kids for their im-
Speree, s stihoenysO. r ek igdl agdl :t of T h
ite movie!o Kid #2: #dl

just
0s

re
em to

Peenting woodcocks in the spring, roost-

ing scissortails in autumn, itinerant

flocks of Yellow -headed Blackbirds:

theybve seen all

their life lists, while not large, contain
some really interesting birds. How many
birders can really claim to have seen
their lifer Red Crossbills and Rusty Black-
birds on the same morning in the same
park . . . in Oklahoma? My kids can.

Yet for all this gentle exposure,
tell that
t at

donot necessi

myrealky i cdre abaub n
birds. So many other interests of theirs

Well, what do you know?

That afternoon, Kid #2 sat down with

tmy Sipley guide formmboilit anchbur, just
paging through looking at birds. On his
insistence, | took both of them to the
OSU Arboretum fokHowar & B
on their own they found 12 species.

t hese

Was that all it took, Hollywood?  Has
seeing actors they know and like go bird-

ing given my kids a new appreciation for

the sport? It remains to be seen | sup-

pose, but TheBigYear cert ai nl vy
risincghutbheafore dawn,

| can
ot

e

frostbite, heat exhaustion, ticks, chig-

gers, mosquitoes, and
endless study of arcane
minutiae. So it was with
great surprise that each
expressed interest this

past week in seeing  The
Big Year on the big screen.

Maybe it was the appeal

of Owen  Wilson
(AJededi aMNightaf r
the Museum ), Steve Mar-
tin (ACI|I ousTeau
Pink Panther ), and Jack

Bl ack (fADewey
School of Rock ): three
actors they recognize from
some of their favorite

movies? Maybe it was

their understanding of

what Abig yearEp:

D

0 November 3rd, 7

. which Jim Lish, OSU Veterinary Health Sciences,

All PCAS field trips and programs are free and open to the

A PCAS program youoll N

JIM LISH

Okl ahomadés Fant ast

Red -tailed Hawks

PM, Room 014 Ag Hall
Be sure to attend this extraordinary program in

tells in words and photographs the story of the

wintering red -tailed hawks in north  -central
Oklahoma .

public. Refreshments served.

EXECUTIVE BOARD DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT, Ti m O&6 Conn
tim.oconnell@okstate.edu

VICE PRESIDENT, Susan Walker,
bzzyb03@yahoo.com

SECRETARY, Jerry Wilhm
stwwilhm@brightok.net

TREASURER, Les Imboden,
lesnpat@yahoo.com

DIRECTORS

Jim Cowley,
cowunit@aol.com

Andrew Crosby
andrew.crosby@okstate.edu

Damona Doye
damona.doye@okstate.edu

Michael Harvey,
mrharve@okstate.edu

Ryan Helmer,
w.ryan00@yahoo.com

Freddy Miller,
loma@suddenlink.net

COMMITTEE CONTACTS

AWARDS
Jim Ownby,
james.ownby@okstate.edu

BROCHURE, FEATHERS
Susan Walker,
bzzyb03@yahoo.com

FIELD TRIPS
Michael Harvey,
mrharve@okstate.edu

FUNDRAISING/BIRDATHON
Sarah Kimball,
sarah.kimball@okstate.edu

GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT
Pat Jaynes,
patjaynes@sbcglobal.net

HISTORIAN/PUBLICIST
Suz & Jim Cowley,
cowunit@aol.com
DT want (0]
OK AUDUBON COUNCIL REPS
Michael Harvey & Les Imboden,
mrharve@okstate.edu
lesnpat@yahoo.com

mi

i REFRESHMENTS, MEMBERSHIP
Iris McPherson,
imcpherson@sbcglobal.net

SOONER LAKE CBC
John Couch,
jrcouch60@yahoo.com

STILLWATER CBC
Jim Ownby & Tim (
james.ownby@okstate.edu
tim.oconnell@okstate.edu

TEAL RIDGE LITTER
Member volunteers on rotation

WEBMISTRESS
Susan Walker,
webmistress@paynecounty
audubon.com

watching their dad on his
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New Study Analyzes Only Known Footage of

Vanished Imperial Woodpecker
Insights on probable extinction of ivory -bill's closest relative

Comell lab of Omithology News Release, 10/26/11

ITHACA, N.Y .8 The largest woodpecker that ever lived probably went
extinct in the late 20th century in the high mountains of Mexico, without
anyone ever capturing photos or film of the two -foot -tall, flamboyantly
crested bird. Or so scientists thought & until a biologist from the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology tracked down a 16 -mm film shot in 1956 by a dentist
from Pennsylvania.

The footage, which captures the last confirmed sighting of an Imperial
Woodpecker in the wild, has now been restored and used to describe the
species' behavior and its habitat 0 determined by tracking down the exact
filming location during a 2010 expedition. The research appears in the
October 2011 issue of  The Auk , the scientific journal of the American
Ornithologists' Union, and the cover features a painting of the

woodpecker adapted from the film.

Ailt is stunning to |l ook back through ti
magnificent Imperial Woodpecker moving through its old -growth forest
environment, and it is heartbreaking to know that both the bird and the
forest are gone, 0 said Martjan
along with four Cornell Lab staff and two Mexican biologists.

Lammert.|

In the 85 -second color film, which is available for viewing at
www.birds.cornell.edu/imperialfilm , a female Imperial Woodpecker
hitches up and forages on the trunks of large Durango pines. The bird's
extraordinary crest of black feathers curves up over her head, shaking as
she hitches up the tree and chips at bark with her long, pale bill. As she
launches into flight, the bird shows a long pointed tail, long wings, and a
powerful, fast flight. Read the rest of the article here. A

PCAS Volunteers Join OKC Audubon and Sierra Club
Members at Selman Ranch; Help Mark & Remove Fences

I nLaurads Bi r dshe glis-b | usechanges, old fencing should be
cusses fences and bird kill: removed. Good fences do not make

goodyneighlpors,ratjleast not for

AfFences kil mi | lai on

year. The very most vulnerable spe- birds. Fortunately,
cies include owls and prairie grouse Well, a Afew good p
such as Sharp -tailed Grouse and cluding PCAS-ers John Couch, Les
Greater and Lesser Prairie  -Chickens, Imboden, and Susan & Lucy Walker,

because these birds fly low across rallied to the cause October 28 -30,
open spaces. Owls have trouble see- traveling to the panhandle and

ing fences in the darkness. Prairie lesser prairie -chicken habitat to
grouse probably do see but ignore mark fences with pieces of white
fences. In their world, anything the vinyl siding and to remove old un-
width of grasses is soft and simply needed fences.

bends out of the way when they Look for a full report on their

walk or fly through it, so they never endeavors in December  Feathers.

suspect that anything so unyielding

as wire exists until
Thereds not much we
necessary fencing. But after fences

have served their purpose and land

F rato

h i d
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Mending Wall

by Robert Frost

Something there is

That sends the frozen  -ground -swell under it,
And spills the upper boulders in the sun,
And makes gaps even two can pass abreast.
The work of hunters is another thing:
| have come after them and made repair

Where they have left not one stone on a stone,

m eBut %e}/ WtouH havte tIP]e Irabéait ou{ otI hi?inﬂ}] and

To please the yelping dogs. The gaps | mean,
No one has seen them made or heard them made,

n R SPngmanging. e vt e nemghgre. ¢y

I let my neighbor know beyond the hill;
And on a day we meet to walk the line
And set the wall between us once again.
We keep the wall between us as we go.
To each the boulders that have fallen to each.
And some are loaves and some so nearly balls
We have to use a spell to make them balance:
AStay where you are
We wear our fingers rough with handling them.
Oh, just another kind of out -door game,
One on a side. It comes to little more:
There where it is we do not need the wall:
He is all pine and | am apple orchard.
My apple trees will never get across
And eat the cones under his pines, | tell him.
AGood

Spring is the mischief in me, and | wonder

He only says,

If I could put a notion in his head:
g6Why pe 6 péve make. good
ev@eée |theée ,ar%cowsi? %ut_here there are no cows.
Before | built a wall I'd ask to know
What | was walling in or walling out,
And to whom | was like to give offence.
Something there is that doesn't love a wall,
That it
But it's not elves exactly, and I'd rather

want s down. o |
He said it for himself. | see him there
Bringing a stone grasped firmly by the top
In each hand, like an old
He moves in darkness as it seems to me,
~Naot of Woczzgjseonrl}(l and the shade of trees.

(O
-+ He will'not go behind his father's saying,

ces Anqﬁedlilfgséaving tBolagka of it so well
He says again, "Good fences make good neighbors."
A

st

that

unt il

fences

coul d

-stone savage armed.

doesnbd

see

our b

mak e

neighbo

s a
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http://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=2930f03b7e&e=f3e5dc53cd
http://www.birds.cornell.edu
http://lauraerickson.blogspot.com/2010/12/fences-and-owls.html
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- Tusser is perhaps better - known for his early ve rsion
RafaAV/S of the proverb, AA fool
The Pilgrims brought European domesticated tur-

by Jerry Wi lhm

DOMESTICATING THE TURKEY

ou might be one of the millions of Americans

serving a domestic turkey on November 24. Or
maybe one of the far fewer people serving wild turkey.
Fossil evidence suggests that the turkey evolved over 11
million years ago. * The modern species probably di-
verged about 1 million years ago. The turkey is a North
American bird that is in the Order Galliformes, a group
of heavy -bodied land birds also includes the grouse,

prairie chicken, ptarmigan, quail, and pheasant. 2

The wild turkey is indigenous to much of the east-

ern and southwestern United States, northern Mexico,
and southeastern Canada.  * Wild turkeys gather in small
flocks in forests. * They eat nuts, seeds, insects, berries,
and other small fruits. At night they rest in trees. Wild
toms weight from 10 to 16 pounds and measure up to 4
feet in length. Wild hens weight from 6 to 10 pounds.

Wild turkeys have strong wings and legs that enable

them to fly and to run quickly and they are cunning

birds unlike their domestic counterparts. Wild turkeys

build simple nests of dry leaves on the ground. Turkey
eggs are about twice as large as ordinary chicken eggs.

The earliest signs of domestication was probably in
Mayan sites in Mexico beginning 100 BC to 100 AD. 3
This period was determined from the presence of tur-

keys outside their original habitats, turkey burials, con-
centrations of egg shells, and healed long bone frac-

tures. Evidence also suggests that turkeys from the
southwest were actually imported from Mexico about

300 AD and again around 1100 AD.

The turkey was an important source of food and
eggs for pre -Columbian North American societies. 3 The
feathers were used to adorn necklaces, jewelry, and

clothing. Their hollow, long bones were adapted for use

as musical instruments and tools. When the Spanish

started colonizing the New World in the early 16 " cen-
tury, both the Aztecs in Mexico and the Indians in the

American southwest had domesticated turkeys.

Turkeys were transported to Europe early in the
16™ century. ! They were highly prized for their flavor.
Because of the demand for turkey meat, they were do-
mesticated in Europe as well. Thomas Tusser (1524 -
1580), English poet and farmer, wrote a poem in 1573

that demonstrated the importance of turkeys in Europe;

the last four lines from his Christmas poem,

Beef, mutton, and pork shred pies of the best,
Pig, veal, goose and capon, and turkey well drest.
Cheese, apples and nuts; jolly carols to hear;
All these in the country are counted good cheer.

keys back to the New World starting in 1620. ! They
were bred with wild turkeys which increased genetic di-
versity.

The modern Thanksgiving holiday traces its origin
to a 1621 celebration at Plymouth Plantation. ® About
half of the settlers perished during a brutal winter. De-

spite poor crops of peas, wheat, and barley, they had a
good corn harvest. The governor arranged a harvest

festival to give thanks to God for the progress of the

colony and to show appreciation to the Indians who

helped them endure the winter.

About 90 Indians joined the 38 English settlers.

The feast likely included domestic turkeys. As the United
States added new states, most of them celebrated
Thanksgiving, but on different dates. Congress ruled in
1941 that Thanksgiving would be celebrated on the
fourth Thursday of November, and they declared that it
would be a federal holiday.

1 Mayntz, Melisa;  Wild Turkey History ; About.com Guide.

2 Robbins, Chandler et al.; Birds of North America ; Golden
Press, NY.

3 Buss, Edwar d (Melagris gallapavfk eandspp . ) ©
Wor |l dés Poul try 8x2i7ebnce

4 Turkey ; The World Book Encyclopedia , Chicago

5 Tusser, Thomas; ChristmasCheer ; Poet 6s
sources on the web.

6 fAThanksgi viheVdorlddBaok Entyclo pedia, Chicago.

A

Journal

Corner:

LET'S TALK TURKEY

More turkey facts submitted by Jerry Wilhm

9 Over 7 million wild
turkeys exist in North

9 Male turkeys grow a
Male turkeys grow a

America. cluster of long, hairlike
feather s, t he
fl'n the earl y 19 0ffom the center of their

chest. About 1in 10
females have a beard.

wild turkeys were in
danger of extinction

due to extensive
hunting. Conservation
has enabled the species
to survive.

9 Wild turkeys often form
flocks of up to 60 birds.

9 Almost 88 per cent of
Americans eat turkey
on Thanksgiving
according to a survey
conducted by the
National Wild Turkey
Federation.

9 Wild turkeys can run
about 25 miles per
hour and fly almost 55
miles per hour.

9 wild turkeys contain
over 5,000 feathers.
The head and upper
neck are featherless.

From Birds and Blooms
magazine (October -
November 2011) A

www.paynecountyaudubon.com
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Top 10 Most Incredible Animal Journeys

Einstein the amazing African Gray Parrot demon-

strates that he is aptly named.

Two bl ack bear cubs try out

Armadillo Invasion: Warm
East

- Weather Critters Expanding

Ruptured pipeline spews oil in Edmond on Oct 7th.

Rough weather has jostled a cargo ship stuck off New
Zealand's coast and worsened its oil leak fivefold to make

it the country's worst  -ever maritime environmental disas-
ter, the government said on Oct. 11. New Zeal.and Qil
spill photos .

No Kidding! Stillwater has started a pilot project,  with
support from Langston University, that uses goats to eat
unwanted vegetation in controlled areas.

Swiss seize suitcase full of smuggled spiders

e s 2

to reveal hun-
dreds more photos making up the original. Then

zoom again at each level for an endless array of
images, each submitted by users to National Geo-

gr ap hMyxShat . How this phenomenon is accom-
plished is a mystery.

Zoom in on a spectacular bird photo

West Nile Virus Transmission linked to Land Use patterns
and O6Super Spreadersbd

New Threat Closes in on Iconic Galapagos Wildlife A

Monthly Quiz
to Make You a Wiz

by Jerry Wilhm

TURKEY TIME

Select the correct answer for

each of the following multiple -
Go | dchdice quéstions alboat torkeys and
Thanksgiving.

Answers on page 10

1. Which of the following birds is
turkey?

A. Prairie chicken
B. Grouse

C. Pheasant

D. Goose

least related to the

2. According to the National Turkey Federation, what
is the record weight in pounds for a wild turkey?

A. 16
B. 20
C. 28
D. 38

3. Unlike domestic turkeys, wild turkeys can fly. What
is the fastest burst of speed in miles per hour re-
corded for the wild turkey?

A. 25
B. 35
C. 45
D. 55

4.  Which of the following senses is least developed in
the turkey?

A. Hearing
B. Sight
C. Taste
D. Smell

5. The waddle on a tom turkey is the flesh -like ap-
pendage hanging from the neck. What is its prob-
able function?

A. Enables heat loss in summer
B. Storage of food

C. Sexual display

D. Used for fighting

6. In 1965, the average live weight of a domestic tur-
key was 18 pounds. What is the average live weight
in pounds for turkeys produced in 20107?

A. 20
B. 30
C. 40
D. 50

Quiz continued on the next page

www.paynecountyaudubon.com



http://www.livescience.com/11358-top-10-incredible-animal-journeys.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nbrTOcUnjNY&feature=youtube_gdata_player
http://gma.yahoo.com/video/news-26797925/sleepy-bear-cubs-trouble-getting-into-hammock-26856776.html#crsl=%252Fvideo%252Fnews-26797925%252Fsleepy-bear-cubs-trouble-getting-into-hammock-26856776.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2011/10/111007-armadillos-united-states-invasive-species-animals-environment/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2011/10/111007-armadillos-united-states-invasive-species-animals-environment/
http://newsok.com/ruptured-pipeline-spewed-oil/article/3611202
http://news.yahoo.com/photos/new-zealand-oil-spill-1318344074-slideshow/
http://news.yahoo.com/photos/new-zealand-oil-spill-1318344074-slideshow/
http://stillwater.org/content/2011/goats-ridge.php
http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5ghU6PbWTinCNmgrMzZDredUmGMYQ?docId=48840d33df9141f1813d312a57086e11
http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/birding/birds-infinite-photo/
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/myshot/
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/10/111020145050.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/10/111020145050.htm
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2011/09/110916102406.htm
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x A Little Birdie TOld Me e
xo\ﬂ";r by Susan Walker

EAGLE NUMBERS ON THE RISE IN NJ.

The little birdie kept its beak closed this month. Only

news | heard was from Erica Miller, Tri State Bird
Rescue and Rehabilitation, DE, to her mother, Freddy
Mille rin which she shares the NJ ENSP [ The Endan-
gered and Nongame Species Program ] report:

Bald Eagle Monitoring and Management -
Kathleen Clark

This season we tracked 111 territorial pairs, of
which 94 were known to be active (with eggs) and
another 6 were probably active but unconfirmed.
Seventy -one known -successful pairs produced 1186
young. The overall productivity rate was 1.26
young/active nest. This is the first year we likely
passed the 100 active pair milestone, and the first
time we produced more than 1000 young.

Close Encounters of the Bird Kind

New Cornell Lab of Ornithology
contest spotlights bird interactions

a

he Celebrate Urban

Birds project at the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology
is launching a contest to
capture memorable
encounters with birds. The
goal is to show some of
the ways birds interact
with each other, with
humans, or with other
creatures.

Entries can be in the
form of a story, a photo,
artwork, video, poetry,
sculpture or any other
creative art. Participants
just need to show birds
interacting in fun,
interesting, or captivating
ways.

"For example, you might
see a House Sparrow
trying to grab a sandwich
at the park," says project
leader Karen Purcell.
"Maybe a crow is teasing
your dog or hummingbirds
are dueling over who gets
dibs on the nectar feeder.
That's the sort of close
encounter we'd like to
see."

Prizes include

American Goldfinches go be#
-beak. Photo by Cheryl Sotelo

bird feeders, sound CDs,
books, and much more.

The first 50 entrants

receive a copy of the
Cornel |l Lab's
Pigeonsodo poste
Zickefoose. Selected
entries will also be

featured in the 2012
Celebrate Urban Birds
calendar.

Deadline is November

15th, 2011, so best jump

binoculars toit! A

fi [
r

Monthly Quiz
to Make You a Wiz

(Continued from page 6)

7.
produced. About how many millions were raised in
20107

In 1965, 105 million turkeys were

A. 150
B. 200
C. 250
D. 300
8. Which state in the U.S. produces the most turkeys?
A. Arkansas
B. Missouri
C. lowa
D. Minnesota
9. The National Turkey Federation presents a turkey to
the President of the United States each Thanksgiv-
ing. Who is the first president to grant an official
pardon to this turkey.
A. Theodore Roosevelt
B. Gerald Ford
C. Jimmy Carter
D. George H.W. Bush
10. What special recognition did the turkey
pardoned in 2005 receive?
A. Honorary guard marshal in the Disneyland
parade
B. Accompanied astronauts to the space station
C. Entertained troops in Iraq
D. Taught the fall class in ornithology at OU
11. What country (per capita) consumes the most
turkey?
A. Israel
B. Germany
C. United States
D. Turkey

12. Thanksgiving is held in the United States on the
0 V §ofirth ¥Hur8day in November. When is Thanksgiv-
by ind dbledraged in Canada?

A. Second Monday in October
Last Thursday in October
First of November

Same as in the United States

g
&8

B.
C.
D.

www.paynecountyaudubon.com



http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/ensp/raptor_info.htm
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/ensp/raptor_info.htm
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/celebration/challenge/close-encounters
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/celebration/challenge/close-encounters

Feathers

by Susan S. Walker

am on my bike nearly every day now o weather
permitting 0 training for a ride | am planning for next
summer (more on that later). On my bike, | get to see
roadside life in the slow lane and close up. Here are a
few observations from my September/October rides:

fTThe couple of rains wedveanda
October are always foll owed
and fauna. Gophers excavating their soggy dens leave
piles of dirt littering the lawn; a group of five white -
tailed deer scatter into the woods as | wheel my bike
down the lane to Hwy 51E.

1 Rock pigeons, mourning doves, and meadowlarks
are 0 for some reason & hiding in the grass right at the
edge of the road. They fly up and startle me as | ride
past. Are they eating grass seeds?

1 High above the Arkansas River near Sand Springs
two mature Bald Eagles circle. By mid -October they are
already fixing up and hanging around their nest on the
south side of Wekiwa Road.

9 OK roadside flowers loved the rain we drought -
dry Oklahomans got after Irene. Common and Prairie
Sunflowers are magnificent and prolific, joined in mid -
October by goldenrod and wild marigold, which in
places virtually carpeted the shoulder. Dotted Button
Snakeroot (Liatrus punctata) is also prolific in places,
and | even spot a few Indian Paintbrush grabbing a last
chance to bloom and seed.

9 A puddle of grackles noisily take turns splashing in
a shallow depression of rainwater near the exit of the
Food Pyramid parking lot.

9 Despite our brief rains, many farm ponds are dry,
the bottom overgrown with weeds or hard, cracked mud.
How do ranchers provide water for their livestock?

9 Monarch butterflies litter the roadside and flutter
overhead well into October in their amazing migratory
effort to reach the mountains of Mexico.

9 Skunks, possums, raccoons, and dragonflies make
up the majority of roadkill. | wonder whether the drag-
onflies are roadkill or have simply lived their seasonal

lifespan.

9 1 breathe a sigh of relief as a late crossing turtle
makes it to the south side of Hwy 51E and plows much
more rapidly than expected through the grass.

fLast winterds snow and this
have wreaked havoc on our county roads. Because of
the summer heat, the resurfacing and repair work done
on these roads has almost instantly cracked, slumped,
buckled, or chipped off at the edges. A

d
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Btrdmg the Net is now online! Toolkit available.
i n ptember )
AHdul?pamrﬁcsrwy ngo i@ read: 4 b i

released virtual birds the buzz around B|rd|ng
on the net. Join this virtual the Net:
scavenger hunt, a new way i
to share our mission with a f Star_t pl_ayln_g! The
wider audience. game is live; just go to the

National Audubon Society

ThIS innOVatiVe SOCial Facebook Dage (make sure
media initiative piggybacks to ALikeo us!)
publicity for  The Big Year links to play.
that opened October 14.
Together they represent an 1 Post info about the
unparalleled moment for game on your Facebook
Audubon to entice new wall. As you find birds
members. around the Web, please
This is an opportunity for ]?r?esrtlfsbglt:;to give your
full Audubon network to
leverage the excitement of 9 Tweet about the game
this unprecedented to your followers on
campaign. Chapters can Twitter. Email your friends
participate in and benefit and family with an
from local media outreach, invitation to play Birding
while also cultivating new the Net. Include a link to
and current members. the National Audubon
To help you get started, Society Fgcebook page _in
the Communications Team your email. .
has developed a toolkit Setupa blrdhou_se on
including a draft press your chapter Webs!te,
release, tips for maximizing [your PCAS webmistress
Twitter & Facebook, plus is working on it] SO that
FAQs and Talking Points. you too can host a bird.
These can be downloaded You can easily dqwnload
from a private password - the b!rdh(_)use script, and
protected website. Type get directions, on the
the following URL in the Facebook app .
Address bar of your web { Tell donors, partners,
browser: fipaudubon.or  g.  gponsors, and advertisers
When the login box pops about the game, and invite
up, _enter the username them to start playing.
chpintftp  and password
chpintftp721 . Click on the 1 If your sponsors and
two files to open or save to partners have corporate

U B Bomfuter. 4T 0 UG Nt Facebook pages, blogs or
How to Get Involved webs_ites, invite them to

post info or host a
Hereds what you bgdhoused oA t o

BIRDING THE NET

www.paynecountyaudubon.com

rdo

and


http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=www.facebook.com/NationalAudubonSociety&t=uvg1&e=350&m
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=www.facebook.com/NationalAudubonSociety&t=uvg1&e=350&m
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=www.facebook.com/NationalAudubonSociety&t=uvg1&e=350&m
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=www.facebook.com/NationalAudubonSociety&t=uvg1&e=350&m
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=www.facebook.com/%23!/NationalAudubonSociety?sk=app_150240931737900&t=uvg1&e=350&m
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The Last Word . . .

Photograph Courtesy Constatin Chajinicolaou /National Geographic Your Shot

A 2 -day -old newborn canary.

Photograph by Diane Jones/National Geographic Traveler

Walking the Line. This photo and caption were submitted
to 2011 National Geographic Traveler Photo Contest. See
more amazing photos at nationalgeographic.com

@VYV'VVVV"VV'Vva@

Answers to Monthly Quiz
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November 12, 2011 0 PROJECT FEEDER WATC H
The 25th season of  Project FeederWatch  begins

November 12, although you can sign up at any time.
FeederWatchers keep track of the birds they see
throughout the winter and report their tallies regularly;
as often as once each week. These data help scientists
to track changes in winter bird populations from year to
year. To learn more and to sign up, visit
www.feederwatch.org

December 17, 2011 0 STILLWATER CHRISTMAS

BIRD COUNT

PCAS has conducted this CBC since the 60s. Plan on

joining or forming a team this year. Weak species id

skills? Be a teamb6s driver or rec
with experienced birders. Jim Ownby , Coordinator.

December 15 or 19, 2011 0 SOONER CHRISTMAS
BIRD COUNT

PCAS has participated in this CBC for the past 20+

years. This very exciting circle includes Sooner Lake and
environs. Last year a team saw a pair of white tailed

kites in the circle; several years ago a snowy owl

prowled the prairie within the circle. Each year, millions

of blackbirds fly to an island in the lake each night to

roost & a lifetime look at a sky black with birds. Check
with John Couch, Coordinator, for final date.

January 21, 2012 0 ULTIMATE EAGLE WATCH

Travel east of Ponca City to the Kaw Nation Tribal

Museum, Kaw City at Kaw Lake, for guided eagle -

viewing tours dur i ngUltindtecEadfeaw Nat i
Watch & 7:30 AM to 2:30 Pwm. This event involves a day of

activities in addition to the thrill of viewing the majestic

eagles who winter in the area.

February 17 -20,2012 0 GREAT BACKYARD BIRD
COUNT

Binocs at the ready!  The Great Backyard Bird Count
(GBBC) takes place Friday, February 17, through
Monday, February 20, 2012.

During the 2011 GBBC, participants submitted more
than 92,000 online checklists and identified nearly 600
distinct species. Read a summary of the 2011 GBBC

Pat Jaynes, Coordinator.

www.paynecountyaudubon.com


http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/your-shot/weekly-wrapper
http://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=474a35be90&e=f3e5dc53cd
http://cornell.us2.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=ef6cab80f5&e=f3e5dc53cd
mailto:james.ownby@okstate.edu
mailto:jrcouch60@yahoo.com
http://www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id.15286/type.event
http://www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id.15286/type.event
http://cornell.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b35ddb671faf4a16c0ce32406&id=559ec5ba15&e=f3e5dc53cd
mailto:patjaynes@sbcglobal.net

Payne County Audubon Society
PO Box 82
Stillwater, QK 74076
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Audubon

Membership entitles you to receive the National Audubon Society magazine,
automatically become a member of your local chapter, Payne County Audubon Society, receive
announcements

quarterly newsletter, and

Audubon. With membership, you also
Feathers, t h e

about participation

Ch ap|t

i

Membership
A Yes, I want to join Audubon at the low introduc-

tory rate of $20 0thatodos 43% off
A Two-year membership & $30
A Senior Citizen or student rate o0 only $15

A
Please complete and return:

| wish to make an additional donation of $

Name

Address

City/State/ZIP

e-mail

(PCAS respects your privacy. Your e - mail address will be used
only by PCAS Chapter officers and directors to communicate with
you about upcoming programs and events.)

Method of Payment
A Payment is enclosed

Dues include $7 for ~ Audubon
weeks to receive your first issue.

A Please bill me

magazine. Please allow 4

regul ar

-6

A The National Audubon Society occasionally makes
its membership list available to carefully selected
organizations whose mailings you might find of
interest. To  omit _ your name from this list, please
check here.

The PCAS asks that each member try to volunteer at least
twice each year. Be careful: This might be fun! Please check
the activities below that you are interested in.

A Sept. Potluck Opener A Oklahoma IBA

A Nature Day A Programs

A Christmas Bird Count A Field Trips

A Backyard Bird Count A Newsletter/Brochure

A Birdathon A Website

A Nature Camp A Awards/Scholarships
A Teal Ridge Litter A Membership

A Publicity A Refreshments

A Elections ADondét know;

Please detach this completed form at the dotted line and
send it and your check (payable to PCAS for Feathers or
National Audubon Society for membership) to:

Payne County Audubon Society

PO Box 82

Stillwater, OK 74076

Chapter Code: C1Z T05 0Z

cal

www.paynecountyaudubon.com

t he

me



