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by Ogden Nash 

Bird watchers top my honors list. 

I aimed to be one, but I missed. 

Since I'm both myopic and astigmatic, 

My aim turned out to be erratic, 

And I, bespectacled and binocular, 

Exposed myself to comment jocular. 

We don't need too much bird lore, do we, 

To tell a flamingo from a towhee; 

Yet I cannot, and never will, 

Unless the silly birds stand still. 

And there's no enlightenment in a tour 

Of ornithological literature. 

Is yon strange creature a common chickadee, 

Or a migrant alouette from Picardy? 

You can rush to consult your Nature guide 

And inspect the gallery inside, 

But a bird in the open never looks 

Like its picture in the birdie books— 

Or if it once did, it has changed its plumage, 

And plunges you back into ignorant gloomage. 

That is why I sit here growing old by inches, 

Watching a clock instead of finches, 

But I sometimes visualize in my gin 

The Audubon that I audubin. 

From You Can't Get There from Here, 1957, pp.115-6; 

submitted by Freddy Miller                                     A 

Nothing spooky about it. Come one, 

come all, and enjoy these October 

PCAS activities. 

S AT, OCT 1 — FULL-DAY FIELD TRIP TO 

PONTOTOC RIDGE; carpool 8 AM from 

parking lot across from Senior Center on 12th St. 
See website home page and/or contact Andrew Crosby for 
details. 

T HU, OCT 6 — PROGRAM: ―CRANES,‖ Dr Craig A. 

Davis, OSU NREM, 7-9 PM, Room 14, Ag Hall, OSU 
Campus.   

F RI/SAT OCT 29/30 — WOODWARD LESSER-

PRAIRIE CHICKEN FENCE MARKING; overnight joint 

venture with Sierra Club and OK IBA Coordinator, Eric 

Beck; see website home page and/or contact Les Imboden 

for details. 

Dr. Craig A Davis, 

Associate Professor of 
Wetlands Ecology, 
Oklahoma State 

University  

 

 

Payne County Audubon Society’s programs 
 and field trips are free and  

open to the public. 

 

http://www.paynecountyaudubon.com
mailto:andrew.crosby@okstate.edu
http://www.paynecountyaudubon.com
mailto:lesnpat@yahoo.com
http://www.nature.org/animals/birds/animals/whooping.html
http://www.nature.org/animals/birds/animals/whooping.html
http://www.nature.org/animals/birds/animals/whooping.html
http://www.nature.org/animals/birds/animals/whooping.html
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Hat-Trick Hijinks 
21 September, 2011 

I n sports, a player scores a “hat
-trick” by making three great 

plays, say three hockey goals, in a 
game. Some of my more memorable 
moments with birding have involved 
similar feats. One fine, spring morn-
ing in a Pennsylvania forest, I re-
member encountering all three 
members of the old genus Seiurus 
within a few moments of each other. 
(That‟s Ovenbird and the two water-
thrushes, Northern and Louisiana.) 
In another nod to sports vernacular, 
I think I bragged to my wife that I 
had “swept the Seiurus warblers” 
that day. She didn‟t seem as excited 
by this as I was . . . 

I was happy to enjoy another hat 
trick a few days ago. Looking into 
my backyard, I noticed Gray Catbird, 
Brown Thrasher, and Northern Mock-
ingbird all feeding on my pokeberry. 
Hat trick! I‟d swept the eastern 
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mimids! Arcane? Sure. Artificial? Yes, 
but it was still fun. 

The gratifying bit of that fun 
comes from the fact that those three 
species were in that one corner of my 
yard precisely because I had lured 
them there. Several years ago when 
I decided to let some of the rank 
pokeberry in my yard survive my 
maintenance mowing and weeding, I 
did so precisely so that I could pro-
vide a new attractant for birds, espe-
cially catbirds. Those black-purple 
pokeberries are a favorite of many 
bird species but as eastern bird 
banders all know, catbirds seem to 
eat nothing else in the fall. 

What’s so great about pokeberry? 
Well, the berries (or at least the 
seeds within) might be toxic to us, 
but they are a great source of carbo-
hydrates for birds that convert those 
sugars into the fat deposits that fuel 
migration. Now is the time of year to 
look for your favorite birds wherever 
you see wild fruits: pokeberry and 
dogwoods especially.  

For more information on native 
plants that benefit birds, check out 
advice from the Cornell Lab of Orni-
thology‟s “All About Birds” website. 
Maybe there‟s a birding hat trick in 
your future too.                         A 

Birds love „em, and Civil War soldiers used 

the dye from purple pokeberries to write 
letters home. Now, the bright-colored 

weeds are being used for a far more 

modern purpose. Researchers at Wake 

Forest University‟s Center for 

Nanotechnology and Molecular Materials 

created low-cost, fiber-based solar cells 

that work more efficiently when coated 

with a layer of pokeberry dye. Scientists 

hope the cheap solar cells combined with a 
common plant will help provide 

inexpensive electricity to developing 

nations. 

http://www.allaboutbirds.org/attractingbirds-plantgroups
http://www.wfu.edu/nanotech/
http://www.wfu.edu/nanotech/
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2010/04/100429141430.htm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily+%28ScienceDaily%3A+Latest+Science+News%29
http://www.inhabitat.com/energy/
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T he weather this weekend has 

been WAY too nice to justify stay-

ing indoors. So, once I got some of my chores done, I 

headed for the patio with my binoculars and a glass of 

wine. First, I had to go back inside and get some sun-

flower seeds to refill the platform feeder. Then I no-

ticed that the Robinõs raisin dish was empty, so I had 

to go back inside and get the jar of raisins. I sat down, 

and settled into my chair, and put my feet up on the 

stool. Two dogs sat in front of me, peering at me ex-

pectantly. I had forgotten . . . every time we go out-

side, I always give them ôtreatsõ. So, back inside the 

house I go to fetch the treats. Now the dogs are set-

tled down, and I am settled once again in my chair.  

Soon, a late - season hummingbird approaches one of 

the feeders. He takes one quick sip and leaves that 

feeder and heads to a different feeder. He doesnõt 

settle there either. One sip and off he goes. Same deal 

with the third feeder. Well, guess what that means? 

Yes, yet ANOTHER trip into the house, this time to 

make some fresh hummer nectar. While I am making 

hummer juice, I figure that I should just go ahead and 

fill all eight of the feeders with fresh nectar, and of 

course, that means taking down the feeders, cleaning 

them and refilling them with new juice.  

At this point, I am hoping I get a chance to sit out-

doors before it gets dark.  

Finally everyone is fed and watered, and I can sit 

back down and wait to be entertained by my feathered 

friends.  
(Continued on page 4) 

by Joyce Konigmacher 

       In My Yard  

Rara Avis  
 by Jerry Wi lh m  

BIRDS IN QUOTES - 1122 BC to 1929 

 

A myriad of behaviors! It is not surprising that birds ap-
pear in hundreds of quotations, many with a profound 
meaning   

& “It is not only fine feathers that make fine birds.” 
 — Aesop (circa 620-564 BCE). Greek writer, noted for his 
fables 

& “It is the beautiful bird which gets caged.”  
—Chinese proverb 

& “God finds a low branch for the bird that cannot fly.” 
—Turkish proverb 

& “A bird that you set free may be caught again, but a 
word that escapes from your lips will not return.”  
—Jewish proverb 

& “The bird who has eaten cannot fly with the bird that 
is hungry.”  
—Omaha (Indian tribe) proverb. 

& “The word stupid is utterly inapplicable to any bird 
with which I am acquainted.” 
—John Jacob Audubon (1785-1851), American painter 

& “I wish the Bald Eagle had not been chosen the rep-
resentative of our country. He is . . . of bad moral 
character. The Turkey in comparison is a much more 
respectable Bird, and withal a true original Native of 
America.”  
—Benjamin Franklin (1705-1790) writing to his daughter, 
Sally, in 1784 

& “Noise proves nothing. Often a hen who has merely 
laid an egg cackles as if she laid an asteroid.”  
—Mark Twain (1835-1910), American writer and humorist 

& “There is nothing in which the birds differ more from 
man than the way in which they can build and yet 
leave a landscape as it was before.”  
—Robert Wilson Lynd (1879-1949), Irish writer 

& “To even mention all the things the bird must con-
stantly keep in mind in order to fly securely through 
the air would take a considerable part of the eve-
ning.”  
—Wilbur Wright (1867-1912), speech to the Society of  
Engineers (1901) 

& “A bird will fall frozen dead from the bow of a ship 
without ever having felt sorry for itself.”  
—D.H. Lawrence (1885-1930), English novelist 

& “Did you ever see a bird that has the blues? One 
reason why . . . is because they are not trying to 
impress other birds . . . .”  
—Dale Carnegie (1888-1955), American lecturer 

& “It may be hard for an egg to turn into a bird; it 
would be harder for it to learn to fly while remaining 
an egg. We are like eggs . . . . We must be hatched 
or go bad.”  
—C.S. Lewis (1898-1983), British scholar and novelist 

& “I‟m frightened of eggs . . . . Have you ever seen 
anything more revolting than an egg yolk breaking 
and spilling its yellow liquid? Blood is jolly, red. But 
egg yolk is yellow, revolting.”  
—Alfred Hitchcock (1899-1980). Screen writer and director 

& “If one cannot catch a bird of paradise, better take a 
wet hen.”  
—Nikita Khrushchev (1894-1971), Secretary of Soviet Un-
ion Communist party, 1953-1965 

& “What‟s a thousand dollars? Mere chicken feed. A 
poultry matter.”  
—Groucho Marx (1890-1977), American comedian, from 
The Cocoanuts (1929) 

(Source -Bird Brain Teasers by Patrick Merrell, ISBN978-1-
60342-080-8, 2008, and the internet). A 
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I must say, they do not disappoint.  

At least three, possibly more, Chickadees start com-

ing for sunflower seeds. They are so polite, they ap-

proach the feeder one at a time, and wait for the first 

one to leave before the next one flies in.  

I try to watch where they go, because they donõt eat 

seeds at the feeder, but fly off to a nearby branch to 

crack the shells, and eat the meats. These guys are not 

doing that. Instead, they are stocking up for the winter. 

They stash seeds in the nooks and crannies of the bark 

on every tree that does not have smooth bark. They fly 

to the neighborõs willow tree, and stash seeds there. 

They land on the top of my wooden fence, and wedge 

seeds into the open grained surface. They land on the 

sides of the fence, near knot -holes and stick seeds into 

the knot -holes! 

They also hang on the thistle sock, extract seeds 

from the mesh tube and fly off to stash these tiny lit-

tle seeds into crevices on the trees and the fence.  

It occurs to me that these chickadees must be this 

yearõs young, because no adult chickadee would be dumb 

enough to actually store thistle seed.  

All of this industrious activity makes them thirsty , so 

it is time for a drink of water. Folks, if someone had 

told me the following I would not believe them, but I ac-

tually saw this with my own eyes. These chickadees flew 

to the hummingbird feeders, hung upside down on the 

brass hanger, and sipped the water out of the ant wells, 

in the center of the feeder! They ignored the other five 

containers of fresh water in the yard . . . not because 

they were inaccessible because I make sure that all of 

my water sources are teeny -bird accessible.  

All summer, I have been wondering why the water in 

the ant -wells of my feeders has been evaporating so 

quickly! Now I know. The chickadees have been drinking 

it all. I wonder what they will do once I have to take 

down the hummer feeders. Will they finally figure out 

that there are easier ways to drink, like standing up-

right on the edge of a concrete birdbath. DUH. Didnõt 

they watch when their parents visited the bird -baths? 

Where did they even get the idea that the ant wells 

contained water?  

Those are some questions to ponder.               A 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Monthly Quiz 
to Make You a Wiz  

CHANGING EXPRESSIONS FOR THE 

BIRDS 

by Jerry Wilhm 

The following are common, two-word expressions. 
Substitute a bird that either rhymes with or is similar in 

spelling to the missing word in the expression. 
 Answers on page 9. 

Example: Apple  _ _ _ _ (Covering of a fruit) 
               Apple peel becomes  Apple t e a l 

1. _ _ _ _ _ _ out  (Three strikes in baseball) 

2. Fat _ _ _ _  (Wealthy and privileged person)   

3. _ _ _ _ out  (Parachute out of an airplane)  

4. _ _ _ day  (Regular time to receive 
compensation for work) 

5. _ _ _ _ _ toast  (On the breakfast menu)   

6. _ _ _ _ sick  (Strong affection for another)  

7. Full_ _ _ _  (Earthôs satellite with entire 

surface illuminated)  

8. Foot _ _ _ _ _   (Having no ties)   

9. Prize _ _ _ _   (Professional boxing match)   

10. Paint _ _ _ _ _ _  (Tool composed of bristles used 
to apply color) 

11. _ _ _ _ stone  (Hard mass concentrated in the 

bile duct) 

12. Freight _ _ _ _ _  (Method of locomotion for 

hauling goods) 

13. Bad _ _ _ _  (Does not prosper through good 
fortune) 

14. Common _ _ _ _ _ (Traded on Wall Street) 

                             A  
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c o n n e c t i o n s 

Love these original and very good hummingbird photos, 
shot by Tony Markle, especially the ones of the tiny 
birds bathing.             
Submitted in August by Freddy Miller 
 

Two very unlikely best friends, video. 
Submitted by Jessica Walker 

 
National Geographic on the Yellowstone Spill and the 
Trouble with Pipelines  
 

While doing research for the 

Men and Bird Names piece 
on the next page, I came 
across this blog. This 
Downeast blogger can really 
write, and his blog, as you 
will see, is very engaging. 

More digging revealed the blogger to be a guy named 

Nick Lund. Unfortunately, as far as I can tell, the blog 
runs only 2007, 2008. Lund mentions being a student. 
Perhaps he graduated. Here‟s another bit of Nick on the 
10,000 birds forum. He‟s raving about how birds are 
misrepresented in sports and commercial use, particu-
larly a Windex commercial of yore which shows pied 
crows, a species that does not live in the U.S. 

 
Having visited several national parks last spring, your 
editor thought she‟d see how she did with this National 
Geographic National Parks Quiz. Not too shabby. Click 
open the link and see how you do.  
 
The owl and the pussy cat . . . amazing video. 
Submitted by Joyce Konigmacher 
 

Migrating songbirds fly three times faster than expected 
 
Check out “Advice from Nature” tees. Only $16.99 from 
Earth-Sun-Moon. You editor likes Advice from a Squirrel. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A 

F  ox will release The 
Big Year on Oct. 14, 

2011. The film stars Owen 
Wilson, Jack Black, and 

Steve Martin. The movie 
was inspired by Mark 
Obamscik‟s best-selling 
chronicle of three colorful 
and obsessive birders as 
they compete for the big-
gest “Big Year”— the most 

bird species seen in north 

America in a single year.  
 Read Audubon Maga-
zine's exclusive interview 
with all three stars fea-
tured in the Sept/Oct 2011 

issue. 
 Audubon served as a 
resource for the filmmak-
ers, contributing both ex-
pertise and Audubon 
branded materials for set-
dressing.  

 You‟ll be pleased to see 
Audubon make a few ap-

pearances in the movie 
itself. After our exclusive 
preview, our take is that 
it's a positive, engaging 

look at birding and birders. 
It even presents a fairly 
accurate version of Audu-
bon‟s founding and its his-
tory. 
  Clearly, it‟s not every 
day that a major film with 

high profile talent injects 

birds and birding into the 
pop culture mainstream. 
This is a rare opportunity 
to engage both current 
members and new audi-

ences. Watch the trailer 
online.  
  Then turn the page and 
read about Freddy Miller‟s 
plan for Payne County 
Auduboners. Sounds like a 
great, fun idea, particularly 

if the film comes to Stillwa-
ter‟s Carmike 10.            A 

¶ Stay focused. 

¶ Be óhooô you 

are. 

¶ Trust a wise 

friend. 

¶ Live off the 

land. 

¶ Glide through 

the dark times. 

¶ Be observant. 

¶ Lifeôs a hoot! 

Letôs get together to view and critique it! 

Page 5 October 2011 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. Sept — Tar balls washed onto Gulf 
of Mexico beaches by Tropical Storm Lee earlier this 
month show that oil left over from last year's BP spill isn't 
breaking down as quickly as some scientists thought it 
would, university researchers said Tuesday. 

Auburn University experts who studied tar samples 
at the request of coastal leaders said the latest wave of 
gooey orbs and chunks appeared relatively fresh, smelled 
strongly and were hardly changed chemically from the 
weathered oil that collected on Gulf beaches during the 
spill. 

The study concluded that mats of oil — not 
weathered tar, which is harder and contains fewer 
hydrocarbons — are still submerged on the seabed and 
could pose a long-term risk to coastal ecosystemsBP PLC 
didn't immediately comment on the study, but the 
company added cleanup crews and extended their hours 
after large patches of tar balls polluted the white sand at 
Gulf Shores and Orange Beach starting around Sept. 6. 
Tar balls also washed ashore in Pensacola, Fla., which is 
to the east and was farther from the storm's path. 

Marine scientist George Crozier said the findings 
make sense because submerged oil degrades slowly due 
to the relatively low amount of oxygen in the Gulf's sandy 
bottom. 

Read the rest of the story.                                      A 

 

http://www.fredmiranda.com/forum/topic/933203
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBtFTF2ii7U
http://www.greatenergychallengeblog.com/blog/2011/09/01/yellowstone-spill-and-the-trouble-with-pipelines/
http://www.greatenergychallengeblog.com/blog/2011/09/01/yellowstone-spill-and-the-trouble-with-pipelines/
http://www.thebirdist.com/2008/05/guys-that-birds-are-named-after-2.html
http://www.fredmiranda.com/forum/topic/933203
http://www.thebirdist.com/2008/05/birds-at-large-ii-windex-commercial.html
http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/national-parks/quiz/?source=fotravelsc2
http://travel.nationalgeographic.com/travel/national-parks/quiz/?source=fotravelsc2
http://www.wimp.com/catowl/
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2009/02/090212141152.htm
http://www.earthsunmoon.com/category.php/24/Advice%20T%20Shirts
http://losangelesaudubon.org/images/stories/pdf/big-year-magazineqa2.pdf
http://losangelesaudubon.org/images/stories/pdf/big-year-magazineqa2.pdf
http://youtu.be/JCBAP2wId5M
http://youtu.be/JCBAP2wId5M
http://news.yahoo.com/ap-bp-oil-not-degrading-gulf-floor-study-171803770.html


 

www.paynecountyaudubon.com 

BIRD IN SPIDER WEB. 
My Vermont brother, Peter Schuyler , reported the 

following tale September 4th: ñAs we were leaving for 
church today, we noticed a very small bird caught in a 
spider web on the front porch. It was just kind of 
hanging in space but very much alive. I went to get a 
ladder to get it down but before I got back it broke 
free and was gone. We identified it as a Canada  
Warbler. Maybe we have bigger spiders around here 

[Jericho, VT] than we know of.ò 

GOODBYE SARAH K. 
Due to illness in the family and other pressing obliga-
tions, Sarah Kimball will take early retirement from 
the PCAS Board. We will miss her. During her tenure , 
Sarah led the charge to check out Sylvia Stapley, coor-
dinated BIRDATHON, and was a valued member at the 

board table.  

THE BIG YEAR MOVIE. 
The Big Year movie (see p. 6) is due out October 14th. 
When (if) it comes to Stillwater, Freddy Miller has a 
great idea: Freddy suggested that those interested 
meet at one of the local restaurants for a bite to eat, 
then go to the matinee, and then meet at Freddy‟s 
Windrock clubhouse for coffee and to discuss the 
movie.  
     Count me in. I thought the book was hilarious 
when I read it several years ago. Based on the trailer, 
the movie seems much more slapstick, but, as the L.A. 
Times article on page 6 points out, the movie “injects 
birds and birding into the pop culture mainstream. . . .a 
rare opportunity to engage both current [Audubon] 
members and new audiences. ” 
 Keep an eye on your e-mail. We will announce the 
day and time in Oct when the movie comes out. 

ENTER PINFEATHERS  CAPTION CONTEST. 
Read this month‟s Pinfeathers and become a Caption 
Champ by entering the game on the second page. 
 

FLORENCE WASS’S LEGACY. 
Treasurer Les Imboden reports that PCAS received 
nearly $800 “in lieu of flowers” in Florence Wass‟s 
memory. Les and Florence‟s son, Mike Wass, are 
working out the details of a Florence Wass scholarship. 

BIRDING THE NET. 
“Birding the Net?” is birding brought to the Internet. 
Animated birds—elegant, authentic and nonintrusive—
will fly into web sites all over the Web. People will en-
counter them online just as they would outdoors: the 
birds will fly in on a website, perch for a moment, per-
haps circle, and fly off.  Coming soon from NAS.       A 

by Susan Walker 

Feathers  

I t all began this past summer when I was on a 
marathon 8,700-mile road and bicycle trip.
(Shamefully, I got in only 108 miles on the bike, but 
that‟s another story.) Anyway, on the narrow-gauge 

train from Durango to Silverton, Colorado, the natural-
ist pointed out some Gambel‟s oaks. A week or so 
later, in Nevada, on “The Lonliest Road in the World”—
or was it the “Extraterrestrial Highway”?—a Gambel‟s 
quail ran across the road in front of the car, topknot 
bouncing. Since I had encountered a total of 7 cars on 
this lonely 108-mile stretch of road, my mind was tak-
ing all sorts of detours, and I began wondering about 
Gambel. Who was he to have a tree and a bird named 
after him?  

 When I got to the motel that evening, I hauled out 
the computer and looked up Gambel. Here is what I 
learned: 

Dr. William Gambel (1823–1849) was an  Irish-American 
naturalist and collector. He may qualify as the most impor-
tant 19th Century figure in California ornithology. He was 
the first trained naturalist to spend extensive time on Cali-
fornia soil. Before Gambel's arrival, naturalists in Califor-
nia were confined to naval expeditions or brief stays, like 
Thomas Nuttall's two months in the spring of 1836. Gambel 
arrived by foot in 1841, and left California at the end of 
1843, having experienced all seasons, and visited many 
parts of the state. 

 Gambel was born in Philadelphia. In 1838 he traveled with 
the naturalist Thomas Nuttall on a collecting trip to North 
Carolina. In March 1841, at the age of 18, he set off alone on 
foot to collect plants for Nuttall. He travelled west, taking a 
more southerly route than that taken previously by Nuttall 
and Townsend. From Independence, KS, he followed the 
Santa Fe Trail, and then the Old Spanish Trail, arriving in 
California in early November. He spent 1842 collecting along 
the California coast, and then joined the US Navy as a secre-
tary, which allowed him to visit all the California mission 
stations. The new birds he collected included Gambel's Quail 

(Callipepla gambelii), Mountain Chickadee (Poecile gam-
beli) and Nuttall's Woodpecker (Picoides nuttallii). 

 Gambel arrived back in Philadelphia in August 1845. In 
1848 he qualified as a physician. He died of typhoid in 1849 
while treating infected miners in the Sierra Nevada moun-
tains in midwinter. He was only 26 years old. 

 You can find out more about Gambel at this site. 

 After reading about Gambel, I began to wonder 
about other birds that had men‟s (and sometimes, 
women‟s) names attached to them. Who was Nuttall? 
Townsend? Harris of Harris‟s Sparrow? Sprague of 
Sprague‟s Pipit? Lucy of Lucy‟s Warbler?  

 It wasn‟t until two months after I‟d returned home 
that I found the time to sit down and do some re-
search.  Here is the chart I assembled with the infor-
mation I discovered about some of the men and 
women behind familiar bird names. My apologies for 
the thick and thin lines on the chart. They are fine in 
the original but appeared after conversion to pdf. A 

By Susan S. Walker 

Page 6 

http://www.audubon.org/
http://newmexicoflores.com/william_gambel.pdf
http://www.paynecountyaudubon.com/docs/Birdnameschart.pdf


 

www.paynecountyaudubon.com 

 

T his year, PCAS opened the 
2011-2012 season at the 

beautiful Brentwood Clubhouse, 
thanks to Jerry & Nona Wilhm, who 
live in Brentwood Estates.  
 Because of the 100-degree heat, 
none of the 24 participants ventured 
outdoors to the covered patio 
overlooking the pool area; however, 
Jerry & Nona had set up the air-
conditioned inside room with tables 
and chairs for a comfortable and 
convivial gathering.  
 The agenda for the evening was  
brief: 1) Food and 2) BIRDATHON 
recognition and awards.  
 The food was delicious, ranging 
from parmesan chicken and chili to 
tabouli salad, coleslaw, fruit and  
cake with many other tasty dishes in 
between. We were seated in groups 
of four or five so the meal was 
intimate and pleasant. 
 After all had demolished the 
potluck offerings, Susan Walker, 
acting for Sarah Kimball, announced 
the BIRDATHON results and prizes. 
(See article left.)  
 Present were Kent Andersson, 
John Couch, Damona Doye, 
Emmit Pybus & friend, Kaitlin 
Hasse, Jason Heinen, Les 
Imboden, Helen Jordan, Freddy 
Miller, Iris McPherson, Adriana 
Moreno, Tim O’Connell, Abby 
Ramirez, Amanda Rauh, Elaine 
Stebler, Susan & Jeff Walker, 
Matt Waselik, Andrew & Amanda 
West, Jerry & Nona Wilhm. A 
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Jason‟s stellar team, the Brewed 
Parasites also won two other 
awards: 

¶ GREEN-BACKED HERON 
AWARD for the most money 
donated by an individual sponsor— 
Steve Heinen who donated $500 
to his son‟s team, the Brewed 
Parasites 

¶ RARA AVIS AWARD for spotting 
the most unusual species—a Tri-
colored Heron at the Great Salt 
Plains 

Team High Islanders (Susan 
Walker, Dean Bloodgood, Valerie 
Bloodgood) also won two awards: 

¶ HAWKEYE AWARD for most 
species spotted. The team easily 
identified 128 species  

¶ WILD GOOSE AWARD for the 
most remote locale. This team 
conducted their Birdathon at High 
Island, TX, during a fall-out 

All present voted for the best 
team name. It was a tough call 
because of the creative—and sexy—
names students gave their teams. In 
the end it came down to that below: 

¶ SAPSUCKER AWARD for best 
team name went by popular vote 
to Team Hooters & Peckers, 
Adam Gourley and Blayr Beougher 

Special recognition goes to Tim 
O’Connell for getting 100% behind 
this fundraising initiative and rallying 
participants to compete for bird 
sightings, funds, and fun! Tim 
coordinated BIRDATHON BIG DAY, 
which ended in a cookout and awards 
celebration at Tim‟s house and 
involved 15 teams of students. 
Because of Tim‟s efforts we 
went from 4 teams last year to 19 
this year. Thank you Professor O. 

Special recognition also goes to 
Sarah Kimball who coordinated 
Birdathon and who donated the 
many lovely thank-you gifts for the 
winners. Thank you Sarah K.! 

Thank you also to Susan Walker 
for donating this year‟s binoculars.  

Most of all, thank ALL OF YOU 
who fielded teams and participated 
in this important yearly PCAS 
fundraiser. A 

A ll told this year, BIRDATHON 
netted the Payne County Audu-

bon Society a total of $5441.45. 
Most teams managed to raise at 
least $80, and many teams far more 
than that. 

¶ GOLDEN EAGLE AWARD FOR 
MOST MONEY RAISED 

1ST PLACE—The Lexus Ladies 
(Helen Jordan, Pat Jaynes, Sarah 
Kimball). Team Lexus Ladies 
raised $2183.39, a magnificent 
mountain of distinguished dollars. 
Thank each of you Lexus Ladies! 

2ND PLACE—Team Brewed 
Parasites (Jason Heinen, Kent 
Andersson, Jen Grindstaff, Arpi 
Nyari) who raised $1100, a 
veritable gaggle of greenbacks. 
Thank each of you four members 
of Team Brewed Parasites!  

3RD PLACE— Team Fowl Play 
(Andrea Jordan, Kelsy Anderson, 
Derk Webb, Melanie Waller, 
Alyssia Culbertson, Caitlan 
Chappel, Steven Chappel) who 
raised $773.36, a  significant 
clutch of cash. Thank you each 
and every member of Team Fowl 
Play! 

4TH PLACE —The Easterners 
(Freddy Miller, Erica Miller, and 
John Frink) who raised $498, an 
absolute covey of currency. Thank 
each of you three family members. 

¶ GOLDEN EAGLE AWARD FOR 
MOST MONEY RAISED BY AN 
INDIVIDUAL 

1ST PLACE—Again, for the second 
year in a row, the INDIVIDUAL 
GOLDEN EAGLE AWARD for the 
Birdathoner who raised the most 
money went to Helen Jordan who 
raised a whopping $2183. Thank 
you Helen! 
 Helen graciously turned down the 
Nikon Binoculars that go with this 
award, so this year the brand new 
pair of Nikon Binoculars went to 
the individual who raised the 
second highest amount of money 
over $1000. 

2ND PLACE—Jason Heinen who 
raised $1100. Congratulations, 
Jason! 

Tim O’Connell, son, James, Les 
Imboden, and Amanda Rauh chat at our 

September 1st Potluck Opener 

 

October 2011 

http://www.paynecountyaudubon.com/docs/ResultsBigDayBirdathon2011.pdf
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F ormer Audubon director Dan 
Lufkin is donating a Grainger 

McKoy wood carving of a flock of 
Carolina Parakeets to the 
National Audubon Society. The life
-size piece will be part of the 
upcoming Grainger McKoy exhibit of 
his sculptures and wood carvings of 
birds at the High Museum of Art in 
Atlanta, Georgia, from September 
25, 2011, through January 8, 2012. 

Grainger’s unique approach is to 
carve the individual feathers and 
insert them in the bird and then 
connect them into flocks - a covey of 
quail rising, a flock of sanderlings, or 
Green-winged Teal on the wind, in 
an extraordinarily realistic style that 
is unique and compelling. McKoy‟s 
complex compositions—hallmarks of 
his work—appear to defy gravity as 
groupings of birds lift into flight. Like 
others before him, and much like 
John James Audubon, McKoy‟s 
sculptures focus on the dynamics of 
avian behavior as inspiration―birds 
feeding, flocking, fleeing danger or 
fighting. 

Mr. Lufkin is perhaps best known 
as the co-founder of Donaldson, 
Lufkin and Jenrettte, the global 
investment banking firm. However, 
he was an early leader in the 
conservation movement as one of 
the original founders of Earth Day in 
1970, which ignited the modern 
environmental movement. Dan left 
DLJ to serve as the first head of the 
new Connecticut Dept. of 
Environmental Protection. 

Mr. Lufkin is making the gift in 
honor of his lifelong friend Donal C. 
O‟Brien, who served as Audubon‟s 
Chairman for 15 years. Dan and 
Donal have been friends since their 
days at prep school over 65 years 
ago. An earlier challenge grant from 
Mr. Lufkin established the Donal C. 
O‟Brien Chair in Bird Conservation 
and Public Policy of the National 
Audubon Society, which is catalyzing 
some of the Society‟s most exciting 
and significant conservation 
initiatives focused on flyways and the 
landscapes birds depend on 
throughout the Western Hemisphere. 

Dan is making this gift to both 
positively impact bird conservation 
and to inspire the next generation of 
conservation leaders. The Carolina 
Parakeets will be showcased at the 
new Audubon Center at Mill Grove in 
Pennsylvania, the original home of 
John James Audubon when he came 
to America. The Center will also 
showcase one of Audubon‟s Double 
Elephant Portfolio‟s of the Birds of 
America. From this base in 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, 
Audubon launched his famous 
painting expeditions throughout the 
early America. 

The Audubon Center at Mill Grove 
will use wildlife art to build people‟s 
awareness and appreciation of birds, 
wildlife and nature to ensure the 
conservation of this extraordinary 
resource …so that unlike the Carolina 
Parakeet, which is now extinct, our 
kids and their kids and all Americans, 
will be able to be inspired and awed 
by the diversity of life in nature and 
become good citizens and stewards 
of our planet. For further information 
on Mill Grove, contact Phil Wallis, 
Audubon PA executive director. 

The High Museum of Art’s ―The 
Sculpture of Grainger McKoy” 
exhibition will feature 34 small- to 
large-scale sculptures and several 
related models and color sketches 
produced over the course of Grainger 
McKoy‟s career, which spans from 
the early 1970s until the present. 
The installation will also explore 
McKoy‟s artistic process, showcasing 
a selection of sketches to finished 
sculptures, as well as a film of the 
artist at work in his studio. 

An observer of nature and a 
hunter from an early age, Grainger 
McKoy received a gift of an antique 
duck decoy from his grandmother 
one Christmas. From this he was 
inspired to sculpt his first bird, a 
shorebird carved of cypress from the 
corner of his family‟s log cabin in 
rural South Carolina. McKoy studied 
architecture for a few years in 
college but he never abandoned his 
first love: carving. His skills were 
recognized by the innovative bird 
carver Gilbert Maggioni of Beaufort, 
South Carolina, who convinced 
McKoy that he might try to make a 
living from carving. Upon graduating 
from Clemson University in 1970 
with a degree in zoology, McKoy 
moved to Beaufort with his wife 
Floride to pursue his passion under 
the tutelage of Maggioni. McKoy also 
used his knowledge of architecture to 
create complex, gravity-defying 
structural compositions, the likes of 
which had never before been seen in 
wildlife sculpture. 

The life-size piece will be part of 
the upcoming Grainger McKoy exhibit 
of his sculptures and wood carvings 
of birds at the High Museum of Art in 
Atlanta , Georgia , from September 
25, 2011, through January 8, 2012. 

For more information about the 
upcoming exhibition or to make 
advance reservations, visit http://
www.high.org/Art/Exhibitions/
Grainger-McKoy.aspx. Receive $3 off 
admission or $10 off a Museum 
Membership by using the online 
promo code HIGH. 

Article from “Chapter Services” e-mail, 
August 16, 2011 

A 

 

Carolina Parakeets: 1992  
Basswood, metal, alabaster, and oil paint 

Collection of Dan W. Lufkin 

http://www.high.org/Art/Exhibitions/Grainger-McKoy.aspx
http://www.high.org/Art/Exhibitions/Grainger-McKoy.aspx
http://www.high.org/Art/Exhibitions/Grainger-McKoy.aspx
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Answers to Monthly Quiz 

1. Shrike (strike) out 

2. Fat chat (cat) 

3. Rail (bail) out 

4. Jay (pay) day 

5. Finch (French) toast 

6. Dove (love) sick 

7. Full loon (moon) 

8. Foot goose (loose) 

9. Prize kite (fight) 

10. Paint thrush (brush) 

11. Gull (gall) stone 

12. Freight crane (train) 

13. Bad duck (luck) 

14. Common stork (stock) A 

 

Arctic Autumn 
by Pete Dunne 

A season of transition in North 
America‟s last great wilderness 

From Nunavut and the Barren 
Lands of Canada to the 
westernmost edge of Alaska 

and back to Churchill, 
Manitoba, Pete Dunne‟s 
experiences in the Arctic 
comprise wilderness, laughter, 
and contemplation. Whether 
hunting caribou, examining the 

balance between the needs of molting geese and 

society‟s thirst for oil, or observing majestic but 
threatened polar bears, Dunne insightfully considers his 
own life, our interactions with the natural world, and 
the importance of the Arctic, the planet‟s last frontier. 

Available soon at the SPL; ordered Sept 12th             A 

SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST 

DARWIN AWARD—Darwin 
awards are named to recognize 
"those who improve our gene 
pool by removing themselves 
from it." For example, the man 
who tried to steal electrical wire 
without shutting off the current, 

or the man who opened a mail 
bomb he sent but was returned 

to him for insufficient postage.  

The following was one of the winners confirmed by 
The Darwin Award staff in 1995: Six people drowned 
while trying to rescue a chicken that had fallen into a 
well in southern Egypt. The first drowned apparently 

because an undercurrent in the water pulled him down. 
The other five went down the well one-by-one to try to 
rescue him but they also drowned because of the same 
undercurrent. The bodies and chicken were eventually 
pulled out; the chicken survived.  

Submitted by Jerry Wilhm 

A 

 

PIPELINE SPILLS PUT SAFEGUARDS 
UNDER SCRUTINY 

by DAN FROSCH and JANET ROBERTS, New York Times, 9-9-11  
 

DENVER — This summer, 
an Exxon Mobil pipeline 
carrying oil across Montana 
burst suddenly, soiling the 
swollen Yellowstone River 
with an estimated 42,000 
gallons of crude just weeks 

after a company inspection 
and federal review had 
found nothing seriously 
wrong. 

And in the Midwest, a 35-mile stretch of the 

Kalamazoo River near Marshall, Mich., once teeming 
with swimmers and boaters, remains closed nearly 14 
months after an Enbridge Energy pipeline hemorrhaged 

843,000 gallons of oil that will cost more than $500 
million to clean up. 

While investigators have yet to determine the 

cause of either accident, the spills have drawn attention 
to oversight of the 167,000-mile system of hazardous 
liquid pipelines crisscrossing the nation. 

Since 1990, more than 110 million gallons of 

mostly crude and petroleum products have spilled from 
the nation‟s mainland pipeline network. More than half 
of it occurred in three states — Texas, Oklahoma, and 
Louisiana — where more pipelines exist. See the graphic 
and read the related article.  

A 

 

Payne County had the 

fifth highest volume [of 

oil spills in the nation] 

with 2.5 million gallons 

of oil spilled [since 

1990]. 

A — 3, Yellow-Footed Gull, has yellow rather than pale pink 
legs, no markings on head, whiter wingtips, and a paler back 
than Great Black-backed Gull shown in 1 & 2 
 

B — 1, Boat-billed Flycatcher, has olive upper parts and a 
heavier, broader bill than the Great Kiskadee (2 & 3), which 
has smaller, narrower eye stripe and bill, and rusty wings and 
tail 
 

C — 2, American Robin of the western population, paler and 
drabber than eastern variety (1 & 3) which appear in Atlantic 
Canada and are more richly colored with extensive black on 
nape of neck, and limited white at eye and throat 
 

D — 3, Chuck–will’s-widow is browner overall with a brown 
chest, cap, and more extensive brown around eye, gray 
eyebrow when compared to the Whip-poor-will (1 & 2) with 
the grayish chest and black eyebrow 
 

E — 2, California Quail has scaled chest, light forehead, and 
darker crown than Gambel‟s Quail (1 & 3) which has a dark 
forehead, unmarked chest, and dark patch at base of chest  A 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/images/0618822216/ref=dp_image_0?ie=UTF8&n=283155&s=books
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2011/09/09/business/energy-environment/pipeline-spills.html?ref=energy-environment
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/09/10/business/energy-environment/agency-struggles-to-safeguard-pipeline-system.html
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"  

Membership entitles you to receive the National Audubon Society magazine, Audubon. With membership, you also  
automatically become a member of your local chapter, Payne County Audubon Society, receive Feathers, the Chapter‟s  

quarterly newsletter, and participation in the Chapter‟s monthly meetings, field trips, and events.  

Membership 

Ä Yes, I want to join Audubon at the low introduc-
tory rate of $20—that’s 43% off regular dues! 

Ä Two-year membership — $30 

Ä Senior Citizen or student rate — only $15 

Ä I wish to make an additional donation of $___________ 

Please complete and return: 

_______________________________________________ 
Name 
_______________________________________________ 
Address 
_______________________________________________ 
City/State/ZIP 
_______________________________________________ 
e-mail 

(We respect your privacy. Your e -mail address will be used only 
by  PCAS Chapter officers and directors to communicate with you 
about upcoming programs and events.)  

Method of Payment 

Ä Payment is enclosed      Ä Please bill me 

Dues include $7 for Audubon  magazine. Please allow 4-6 
weeks to receive your first issue. 

Ä The National Audubon Society occasionally makes 
its membership list available to carefully selected  
organizations whose mailings you might find of  
interest. To omit  your name from this list, please 
check here.  

The PCAS asks that each member try to volunteer at least 
twice each year. Be careful: This might be fun! Please check 
the activities below that you are interested in. 

Please detach this completed form at the dotted line and 
send it and your check (payable to PCAS for Feathers or 
National Audubon Society for membership) to: 

Payne County Audubon Society 
PO Box 82 
Stillwater, OK 74076 

Ä Sept. Potluck Opener 
Ä Nature Day 
Ä Christmas Bird Count 
Ä Backyard Bird Count 
Ä Birdathon 
Ä Nature Camp 
Ä Teal Ridge Litter  
Ä Publicity 
Ä Elections 

Ä Oklahoma IBA 
Ä Programs 
Ä Field Trips 
Ä Newsletter/Brochure 
Ä Website 
Ä Awards/Scholarships 
Ä Membership 
Ä Refreshments 
Ä Don‟t know; call me 

Payne County Audubon Society 
PO Box 82 

Stillwater, OK 74076 

Chapter Code: C1Z T05 0Z 


