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at the Hoot Owl Ranch. 

Reservations  are still open 
at Hoot Owl Ranch for this  
weekend. If you are inter-

ested, you need to reserve 
a spot quickly because it 
will fill up.  

Those not staying at the 
ranch are welcome to join 
Michael Harvey, field trip 
organizer, at Black Mesa 
Campgrounds . The camp-
grounds are very nice with 

flush toilets and shower 
facilities.  

If you plan on attend-

ing,  please be sure to 
RSVP to Michael Harvey  to 
give him an idea of num-
bers.  

See website flyer  for full 
details re activities, reser-
vations, and meals.  

We welcome all who are 
interested in birding this 
western area of Oklahoma. 

You need not be a member 
of Payne County Audubon 
to attend. a  

P 
lease plan on joining  

us for our fall over-
night field trip, this year 
over Labor Day Weekend, 

to exciting Black Mesa.  

The species list is too 
long to print, but here are 
a few good ones just to 
whet your appetite. Weôll 
be particularly interested 
in seeing Scaled Quail, 
Townsendôs Solitaire, Sayôs 
Phoebe, Curve -billed 

Thrasher, Mountain Blue-
bird; Scrub, Pinion and 
Stellarôs Jays, and, of 

course, the abundant Lark 
Bunting. And thatôs just for 
starters!  

Weôll leave at 2 pm from 
the parking lot on Lewis 
Street across from the  

Municipal Bldg to carpool 
to Black Mesa (a 6.5 -hour 
trip) and will eat dinner on 
the way.  

Participants have  a 
choice of tenting at Black 
Mesa State Park or staying 

 

Sep 2 ééé Potluck Opener; Elections; ñôGameô Birds: Name 

that Bird & Bird Bingo,ò Susan Walker  

Sep 4 -6 éé Black Mesa, Hoot Owl Ranch overnight FT,  
Michael Harvey  

Oct 7 ééé  ñSia, The Comanche Nation Ethno -
Ornithological Initiative,ò Bill Voelker  

Oct 9 ééé Pawnee Lake FT , Les Imboden  

Oct 23  éé Birding & Burgers, Pecan Springs Quail Pre-
serve, Les Imboden  

Nov 4 ééé ñTri-State Bird Rescue,ò Erica Miller  

Nov 27*  é Sooner Lake FT, John Couch  

Dec 2 ééé ñPreparing for the Christmas Bird Counts,ò 
Jim Ownby and Tim OôConnell 

Dec 18  éé Stillwater Christmas Bird Count, Jim Ownby  

Dec 20* é  Sooner Lake Christmas Bird Count , John Couch  

Jan 6  ééé ñBirds of New Mexico,ò Jim Ownby  

Jan 8 ...éé OSUôs Bird Skins Collections, indoor FT, Tim 
OôConnell 

Feb 3 éé...  ñOklahomaôs Fantastic Red-tailed Hawks,ò 
Jim Lish  

Feb 19 éé...  ñAudubon Community Garage Sale,ò Sarah 
Kimball  

Mar 3 ééé. ñThe Sport of Falconry,ò Ryan Helmer  

Apr 7 ééé. ñResearch Recipientôs Awards/Reports,ò Jim 
Ownby  

April 9 éé. Sycamore Valley FT, Susan Walker  

Apr 23 -25 ..  Devilôs Den State Park overnight FT, Michael 
Harvey  

Apr 16 éé...  Big Day Birdathon, Tim OôConnell 

May 14 éé. Pecan Springs Quail Preserve Bird & 
Breakfast,  Les Imboden  

*Tentative dates    FT = Field Trip  

See the website  before each 

event to determine exact 

times, locations, 

and other details  

related to the  

program or field trip 

and to catch some 

impromptu local bird-

ing  outings.  

http://www.hootowlguestranch.com/
http://www.roadcamping.com/rv/Oklahoma/Kenton/property_1196/rv_parks_campgrounds.html
http://www.roadcamping.com/rv/Oklahoma/Kenton/property_1196/rv_parks_campgrounds.html
mailto:mrharve@okstate.edu
http://www.paynecountyaudubon.com/docs/BLACKMESAFIELDTRIP2010.pdf
http://www.paynecountyaudubon.com
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L  ong road trips and bicycle tours 
leave one with a lot of time to muse; 

thus, Iôve done a lot of musing this sum-
mer. . . on the June/July Canada/New Eng-
land road trip; on the Newfoundland bicy-
cle tour, and today, atop our noisy riding 
mower while mowing our 2.5 -acre lawn in 
the 100+ -degree heat, a move that defini-
tively categorizes me as certifiably nuts.  

Here are my lawnmower musings: Why 
do Americanôs waste so much time and 
resources on their lawns . . . planting 
lawns, watering them, mowing and trim-
ming them with their gas guzzling mowers, 
edgers, and weed -eaters; raking, weeding, 
and fertilizing them . . . or hiring someone 
else to do these things?  

Like our new mega houses with their 
three -car garages, wine cellars, and media 
rooms, lawns have gotten larger and larger.  

This is a paradox because families have 
gotten smaller and spend less and less 
time outside their air -conditioned houses. 
Many now live in communities where there 
are no sidewalks, and they donôt even 
have to leave the house to get into their 
cars. When is the last time you saw a 
group of kids playing Kick the Can on a 
neighborhood lawn? Or a group of adults 
sitting out on the lawn in the evening en-
joying each otherôs company?  

Check out the lawn below before a 
brand new house on the shores of Ver-
montôs Lake Champlain. The owners have 
copied the style of many Vermont houses, 
but have cut down the very thing that 
makes the Green Mountain State so ap-
pealing ðthe trees. Instead they have 
planted and mow a huge greedy lawn.  

Lawn musings led me to ways we as 
individuals, could rein ourselves in and be 
kinder to planet earth.  

¶ If you have a large lawn, like we do, you 

could turn all or a portion of it into a wild-
scape for birds and animals. The ODWC 
can help you with this.  

¶ If you live in town and your lawn is small, 
consider replacing your gas or electric 
mower with an old - fashioned reel mower. 
These mowers have many benefits: They 
cut the grass cleanly and are healthier 
than a rotary mower for your lawn; they 
will save you money because they are 
simple machines that you can sharpen 
and service yourself; they are fairly quiet; 
and they provide the extra benefit of 
healthy exercise.  

(Of course this last bit about exercise 
led to musings about all of the ñactivitiesò I 
do in a day that require sitting: Eating, 
working on the computer, driving the car, 
riding my bike, mowing the lawn, reading, 
watching TV . . . and the list goes on. Itôs a 
wonder any of us can walk anymore!  
   Think about this: Only two of those activi-
ties would have been available to me 150 
years ago: eating and reading, and I would 
have had scant time, or light, for the latter.)  

¶ No matter whether your lawn is large or 
small, try planting a portion of it with 
vegetables. A Vietnamese friendôs family 
was appalled when they first came to the 
U.S. and viewed her lawn: ñSuch a waste, 
such a waste,ò they murmured.  

Consider planting vegetables among 
your foundation plantings. This year my 
daughter, Lucy, raised fennel, dill, basil, 
peppers, and tomatoes in foundation plant-
ings among her shrubs and flowers.  

Read Barbara Kingsolverôs Animal, Vege-
table, Miracle,  and  you will probably shun 
genetically -modified seed varieties. Come 
harvest, you will be glad you planted a gar-
denðand you will be healthier for planting, 
tending, and eating these vegetables.  

¶ At the very least, avoid grass varieties 
that require frequent watering, mowing, 
and fertilizing.  

When I finished the lawn, I entered the air
-conditioned house and tossed my sweat -
soaked clothing into the washer. My musings 
( rant  my daughter would say) suddenly 
turned to clothes drying.  

Why dry everything in a dryer? Why not 
dry clothing outside? Oklahomaôs mild win-
ters, heat, and breezes would probably dry 
clothes faster than the dryer ðand certainly 
be less costly. I have read that clothes dry-
ers use at least 6% of a householdôs energy 
consumption.  Also I have fond memories of 
my mother hanging out the wash for our 
family of seven, or drying it on racks in the 
house when the weather wasnôt favorable.  

But hold on. According to The New York 
Times , clotheslines are now commonly 
against the law in many communities.  

Thank goodness for you Iôm out of space 
so wonôt go there . . .  but you should.  a  

by Susan Walker  
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http://www.wildlifedepartment.com/oklahomawildscapes.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/11/books/11book.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/11/books/11book.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/11/us/11clothesline.html?_r=1&ref=earth
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/11/us/11clothesline.html?_r=1&ref=earth
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P CAS representatives-
Michael Harvey and Les 

Imboden attended a meet-
ing of the Oklahoma Audu-
bon Council at Tulsaôs Ox-
ley Nature Center on Satur-
day, August 21. Other dele-
gates came from around 
the state, but naturally 
Tulsa was best represented 
because of the venue. Of 
particular interest was Don-
ald Winslow, who has been 
a professor at St. Gregoryôs 
and is trying to revive the 
Deep Fork chapter in 
Shawnee.  

The Council was instru-
mental in creating Okla-
homaôs Conservation Pass-
port, which is now law, so 
those who want to make 
non -hunting/fishing contri-
butions to maintenance of 
wildlife management areas 
can now do so by purchas-
ing the passport. It is the 
official permit to be on 
these public lands.  

The group discussed 
Lesser Prairie Chicken ef-
forts, including Lek Treks 
(Woodward Lesser Prairie -
Chicken Festival) past and 
future. Last yearôs festival 
turned a small profit. Pros-

pects for this year are  
bright.  

We also discussed the 
progress of efforts to ap-
prove official IBAs 
(Important Birding Areas) 
in OK. Several sites are in 
the works, the Lesser Prai-
rie -Chicken range being the 
first of them, but none has 
been approved yet. There 
is a sorting process in 
which sites are considered 
for international, national, 
and then state IBA status.  

There is an upcoming 
work weekend for the 
Lesser Prairie -Chickens 
over Labor Day weekend. 
This time it will be marking 
fences on ODWC property 
near Woodward.  

The group voted to de-
vote all of itôs available 
funding this year to support 
the work of Eric Beck. Beck 
is officially an employee of 
National Audubon, but most 
of the funding for his posi-
tion comes from the OK 
Council and almost all of his 
effort is in Oklahoma.  

The next Council meet-
ing  is  scheduled for Janu-
ary 19, 2011, and will be 
held in Stillwater. a  

by Les Imboden, PCAS OK Audubon Council Rep  

Rara Avis  
      by Jerry Wilhm  

THERE GO THE BIRDS  

In the June edition of Feathers, I wrote an arti-
cle on the evolution of birds, ñHere Come the Birds.ò In 
the present article, I discuss the enormous number of 
birds that have become extinct.  

It has been conservatively estimated that over 
150,000 species of birds existed on earth since the time 
of Archaeopteryx (described in June article). Only 
10,500 exist today. * This 87% extinction took place over 
145 million years, a rate of one extinction every 1,000 
years. But in the past 400 years at least 80 species have 
become extinct, a rate of one extinction every 5 years. 
This drastic increase in the extinction rate is mostly due 
to the activities of human beings.    

Moas, flightless birds that resembled ostriches, 
were the top herbivores in New Zealand for millions of 
years. Maoris arrived from the South Seas around 1000 
AD. The Maoris ate the birds and their eggs, wore their 
feathers, and made tools and ornaments from their 
bones. The birds were extinct before the Europeans ar-
rived in 1642.      

Dodo birds inhabited the Indian Ocean island of 
Mauritus. Dodo birds were first sighted by humans 
around 1600. They were extinct less than 80 years later. 
Many of these fat birds were eaten by sailors. However, 
predation by the cats and rats introduced to the island 
by the sailors, and destruction of their habitat, were 
probably more significant in their extinction.    

The Great Auk met a similar fate. This bird was about 
30 inches high and resembled a penguin. It lived on is-
lands throughout the North Atlantic, from Newfoundland 
to Norway and as far south as Florida. It provided food 
and plumage. By 1800 few were left. In 1844, a collector 
commissioned some sailors to collect some of the few 
survivors on Eldey Island, off the coast of Iceland. The 
sailors caught and strangled the last pair that were ever 
recorded.    

The passenger pigeon is a classic example of ex-
tinction. This bird once existed in huge numbers in east-
ern North America from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico. In 
one account in 1749, flocks were described as a mile 
across and several miles long, so closely packed that 
they darkened the sky. The birds nested in oak and 
beech forests and ate mostly acorns and beechnuts. 
Many oak and beech forests were cut down to provide 
fuel and lumber and to clear lands for farms. Hunters 
shot millions of birds for food. With the expansion of the 
railroads in the 1850ôs it became possible to ship enor-
mous numbers to city markets. The last passenger pi-
geon died in 1914 in the Cincinnati Zoology Garden.    

In addition to describing the extinction of many 
other birds, Tudge describes how new technologies de-
veloped by humans, and the focus on the creation of 
wealth, provide more efficient ways of eliminating entire 
species of birds. a  

* (Colin Tudge, The Bird: A Natural History of Who Birds Are, Where 
They Came From, and How They Live; Crown Publishers, NY; 2008; ISBN 
978 -0-3070342040 -1).  
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On March 20, 2010, the 
Plastiki, a 60 - foot catama-
ran made of 12,500 re-
claimed plastic bottles and 

recycled PET plastic and 
waste prod-
ucts, set off 
from San 
Francisco to 
cross the Pa-
cific Ocean 

with a crew of 
six: British 
skipper Jo 

Royle, co -
skipper David Thompson, 
expedition diver Olav Hey-

erdahl, filmmakers Max 
Jourdan and Vern Moen, 
and expedition leader, 
David de Rothschild.  

Their goal: To alert the 
world to the shocking and 
unnecessary effects of sin-
gle -use plastics on the 
health of our oceans and 

its inhabitants. According 
to Rothschild, this is a 
complex, challenging and 

now hugely catastrophic 
issue that scientists esti-
mate is causing devasta-
tion on an unprecedented 

scale: Every year at least 

one million seabirds and 
100,000 marine mammals 
and sea turtles die when 
they become entangled or 

ingest plastic pollution.  

Our wasteful 
ways are 
causing mas-
sive trash 
gyres like the 
Great Pacific 
Garbage Patch .  

The message 

conveyed  to 
politicians and 

the public is clear ðif we  
carry on using the seas 
and oceans as a dustbin, 
human -beings will soon 
turn the once beautiful and 
bountiful marine environ-
ment from a crucial and 

economically important life
-support system into a life-
less one.  

After traveling 130 days 

and 8,000 miles, Plastiki  
sailed into Sydney just 
before noon August 17, 

ending its voyage to bring 
attention to the problem of 
plastics in our ocean.  

Read about the Atlantic  

garbage patch . a  
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Every year at least one 

million seabirds and 
100,000 marine mam-

mals and sea turtles 
die when they become 

entangled or ingest 
plastic pollution.  

 

Where have all  the flowers gone?  

S eriously, where are all of our stunning fall road-
side sunflowers this year? The snow -on- the -

mountain are prolific because they grow in pastures, but 
roadside flowers are pretty much nonexistent.   

I have noticed that our roadsides are more and 
more being cleared with herbicides as well as being 
mowed, and cleared with rotary saws. For instance, the 
diligent application of herbicides has destroyed an area 
around Sooner Lake where Sue Feasley and I used to fill 
baskets with sand plums. No more.  

The blackberry bushes along a stretch of road par-
alleling Hwy 177 south have also been killed.  

Each spring Jeff and I pick black currents from a 
secret spot off one of the dirt roads near us. Unfortu-
nately they, too, have been killed with herbicides.  

I miss the flowers and berries and  worry about this 
herbicide application.                           Susan Walker a  

New Yorker abstract of its July 26, 2010  

A Reporter at Large article of same title  

by Jonathan Franzen  

W riter Jonathan 
Franzen  

accompanies 
members of the 
German bird -

protection organi-
zation, the Com-
mittee Against 
Bird Slaughter 

(CABS), as they 
challenge song-
bird trapping op-

erations in Cy-
prus. Blackcaps, 
one of Europeôs 
most common 
warblers, are the 
traditional na-

tional delicacy on 
Cyprus, where 
theyôre known as 
ambelopoulia . 
They are the main 

target of Cypriot 
trappers, but the by

-catch of other species is enormous:  rare shrikes, other 
warblers, larger birds like cuckoos and golden orioles, 
even small owls and hawks. On the island, all forms of 
songbird trapping have been criminal offenses since 
1974. By the mid -nineties, as many as ten million song-
birds a year were being killed in Cyprus. To meet the 
restaurant demand, traditional lime -stick trapping had 

been augmented by large -scale netting operations, and 
the Cypriot government, which was trying to clean up 
its act and win membership in the European Union, 
cracked down hard on the netters. By 2006, the annual 
take had fallen to around a million. In the past few 
years, however, with Cyprus now a member of the E.U., 

the number of active trapping sites is rising.  
Read more http://www.newyorker.com/reporting/ 
2010/07/26/100726fa_fact_franzen#ixzz0wt0WH3Hl  a  
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Steadman, p. 49 July 26 New Yorker 
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http://www.greatgarbagepatch.org/
http://www.greatgarbagepatch.org/
http://news.yahoo.com/s/livescience/20100819/sc_livescience/oceangarbagepatchstillamystery
http://news.yahoo.com/s/livescience/20100819/sc_livescience/oceangarbagepatchstillamystery

