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Vocabulary  

  Ov ip arous   descr ibes an im als that  lay  eggs,  w ith l ittle or no other devel-

opm ent w ith in  the m other.   

  Oology  is  the study  or collect ing of eggs,  esp ec ially b ird eggs.  

S iz e  v ar iat ion  

  The 3 .3  pound ( 1 .5  k g)  ostr ich egg is the largest egg k nown;  the B ee H um -

m ingbird produces the sm allest  known b ird egg,  w h ich w e ighs only  half a  

gram,  about  one -th ird as m uch as a  p enny .  

Clutch s iz e  

  B ird eggs are la id  by  fem ales and incubated  for a  t im e that  v aries accord-

ing to  the sp ec ies;  a  s ingle y oung hatches from  each egg.   

  Av erage clutch  s iz es range from one (as in  condors)  to  about  17  (gray  Par-

tr idge)  eggs.   

  Som e b irds,  such as ch ick ens,  lay  eggs ev en when not  fert il iz ed.  

Shell  

  B ird eggshells are d ifferent .   For examp le,  cormorant eggs are rough and 

chalky ,  t inam ou eggs are sh iny ,  duck  eggs are o ily  and w aterproof,  casso-

w ary eggs are heav ily  p itted.   

  T iny  p ores in  b ird eggshells allow  the em bry o to breathe.   The domest ic  

hen' s  egg has about  7500  p ores.  

Shap e  

  M ost b ird eggs hav e an ov al  shap e,  w ith  one end rounded and the other 

m ore po inted.   Th is  shape results from  the egg be ing forced through the 

ov iduct .   M uscles contract the ov iduct  beh ind the egg,  push ing it  forward.  

B ecause the egg's w all is  st ill  shap eable,  the p o inty end dev elop s at the 

back  s ide .   

  Cl iff-nest ing b irds often have h ighly tapered (pointed)  eggs.   They are less 

l ikely to roll off the cl iff,  tending instead to roll around in  a t ight c ircle.  

In  contrast,  many hole -nest ing b irds have nearly spherical  (round)  eggs.  

Predat ion  

  M any  an im als feed on eggs.  Som e pr inc ip al  p redator s include raccoons,  

sk unk s,  m ink ,  r iv er and sea otters,  gulls,  crow s,  foxes,  weasels,  and 

snakes.  

B rood parasit ism  

 Brood  p arasit ism  occurs in  b irds when one sp ec ies of b ird lay s its eggs in  

the nest  of another.   In  som e cases,  the host ' s  eggs are rem ov ed or eaten 

by  the fem ale p arasit ic  b ird ,  or  expelled by  her ch ick .   Brood parasites in-

clude the cow birds and m any  Old World cuckoos .  
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1 .  Brood 

2 .  Clutch 

3 .  Em u 

4 .  Hum mingbird 

5 .  Incubate 

6 .  Oology 

7 .  Ostr ich 

8 .  Ov ip arous 

9 .  Ov iduct 

10 .  Pores 

1 1 .  p redator 

12 .  Parasit ism  

13 .  Sp her ical  

14. sp ores 

M atch the term s on the r ight  to  the ir  correct def in it ions below .   Wr ite  the 

correct num bers 0n  the blank s.   There are more term s than  def in it ions,  so 

all  num bers w ill  not  be used.   Answ ers in  June Feathers  on p age 8 .  

_____a .  H ole or v ery  sm all  op en ing  
 

_____B .  sm all ,  br ill iantly  colored b ird cap able of hover ing;  

feeds pr im ar ily  on nectar;  lay s smallest  egg know n  

 

_____C .  Round;  shap ed l ike  a  ball  

 

_____D.  G roup  of eggs la id  together  

 

_____E.  B ird that  lay s the largest egg  

 

_____F.  To  s it  on or hatch eggs or to  cover nestl ings for 

w arm th  

 

_____ G .  Tube that  transports eggs to be la id  

 

_____H .  To  k eep  eggs w arm  by  s itt ing on them  so that  the em-

bry os ins ide can develop and hatch  

 

_____I. When one organism lives on another, such as when a bird lays its 

egg in the nest of another and the host bird hatches and feeds 

THE chick 

 

_____J. descr ibes an im als that  lay eggs,  w ith  l ittle or no 

other development w ith in  the m other  

 

_____K .  An im al that  hunts,  k ills and eats other an im als and 

the ir  eggs  

 

_____L .  The study  or collect ing of eggs,  esp ec ially  b ird 

eggs  
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