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Results from the 2010 Great
Backyard Bird Count

Count records more than 600 bird species
across the continent

April
6,

2010 o
The 13th
annual
Great
Backyard
Bird
Count
(GBBC)
results
are in
and it
was a

Scouts participating in the 2010 GBBC by Ver
Stewart, South Carolina

onica

record -breaking year for participation. During the four -
day event in February, more than 97,200 bird checklists

were submitted by an estimated 63,000 volunteer bird
watchers from across the United States and Canada.

From reports of rare species to large -scale tracking of
bird movements, the GBBC provides insight into the lives

of bird populations.

The GBBC is a joint project of the National Audubon
Society and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology __ with Canadian
partner Bird Studies Canada . It is open to bird watchers

of all ages. The results provided a snapshot of the where-
abouts of more than 600 bi
better way to collect information about all these birds so
qguickly across such a | arge
Citizen Science director at the Cornell Lab.
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For example, this year, participants recorded more

American Robins than any other bird species o primarily

because of a massive roost in St. Petersburg, Florida.

Participants reported 1,450,058 robins in Saint Peters-

burg alone. For perspective, the entire rest of the conti-

nent tallied 400,321 robins. Reports such as these help

document hotspots for robins and year -to-year changes

in their movements across the con-
tinent.

| At the other extreme, one of the
most dramatic results from this
|lyear 6s count was t
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*| Pine siskin by Sandy Aubol
Minnesota, 2010 GBBC

other bird species, including winter finches such as Pine
Siskins and redpolls. Pine Siskins moved south in such
great numbers last year that they burst onto the GBBC
Top-10 list of most numerous birds for the first time

ever. Over time, the GBBC has captured dramatic swings
in the numbers of these species reported from year to

year. These fluctuations may be
food supply and reproductive success far to the north.
This year, they presumably didn

south to find enough food.

Results from this yearés
continuing expansion of an introduced species across the
continent. A dozen years ago, the Eurasian Collared

was reported in 9 states during the GBBC. This year more
than 14,000 doves were reported in 39 states and prov-
inces.

-Dove

Tree Swallows showed dramatic increases in num-
bers reported compared to years past. Although the

number of states reporting the species was down from 25

in 2009 to 20 this year, the number of individuals re-

ported increased nearly four -fold, from 22,431 to 84,585.
Whether this is a result of warmer temperatures and ear-

lier migration is not yet clear.

iThe new and the unusual
the GBBC, 0 said Robert Petty,
Support at Audubonés Educati on
sightings this year included a Crimson -collared Grosbeak

in McAllen, Texas & the first time the
species has been reported during
the count since
the edast of San Dipgb werertreated
to a Red -billed Tropicbird & the first
varifidd sightihg af this speciesrfar

aduring a |

_| Gray-crowned Ros¥inch by Jeanette
i Tasey, Montana, 2010 GBBC

the Great Backyard Bird Count. Highlights from Canada
included a Rustic Bunting seen in Creighton, Saskatche-

wan. In Marathon, Ontario, a Gray -crowned Rosy -Finch
was a spectacular sighting because it was far outside its
normal range in the Rocky Mountains.

fGBBC dat a bneoreandeore valuable with each
passing year, 0 said Dick Cannin
Bird Studies Canada. fioOver ti me
seg gighificgnt changes that may occur in the numbers

and distributions of birds which may be tied to climate

change, habitat | oss, disease,

National Audubon News Release, April 6, 2010 —
R D
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Feathers

From the
President's
Desk...

by Susan Walker

Foundation, presented a wonderful pro-
gram, AnButterflies,
row, o educating us
butterflies are losing their habitat and food
plants due to farming practices and other
human development. February also saw
PCAS members and Stillwaterites participat-

ing in the Great Backyard Bird Count 8 and
turning in more checklists and seeing more

He
to

N ow that our fAYear of SPeciestharanmether gityin Oklahomal
is drawing to a close, we can look For instance, Pam Clower 's 5th grade en-
back and assess a very busy and suc- richment class jOined the Great Backyard
cessful PCAS season. Bird Count this year, and Les Imboden
We began with two intense, week -long helped the class with bird identification.
sessions of Audubon Camp, directed by Though our March presenter could not
Crystal Cork.  Our September potluck come for our first - Thursday program, we
opener, held in room 119 of the Stillwater continued to remain busy, eventually hiring
Public Library, saw  Jen Grindstaff ~ pre- Dani Thompson, ~ an OSU Agriculture
senting a program on Eastern Bluebirds, Communications major from Bristow, as
and participants putting together a pre -cut  our new Nature Programs Director, thanks
bluebird house with the help of Lucy to the diligent work of our search commit-
cutting, and solicitinga®dim PREGENELMber
donation. This evening also saw several In April we heard reports from our 2009
new board members elected to the PCAS scholarship recipients: ~ Jay Burtka  and
Board: Jim Cowley, Michael Harvey, Adrian Monroe, and awarded $1000 Ed
Ryan Helmer and Sarah Kimball. As Glover and $1000 Helen Miller scholarships
the masthead at right testifies, these new to our 2010 recipients, ~ Will Jesse and An-
board members have taken on a host of drew Crosby. ~Ourthanks to  Jim Ownby,
committee responsibilities. chal_r, Helen Miller, and I_-Ielen Jordan  for
Though our planned October overnight making up the Awards committee.
field trip to Cheyenne Bottoms and Quivira _Alsoin April,  Elaine Stebler  hosted a
National Wildlife Refuges was cancelled b'rd".]g field trip at her property, Cimarron
due to lack of participants, we did have an Sunrise l;arhm, atgen?ehd by 26rf)eople. .
interesting program on Feeding Wild Birds Toward the end of the month, ~ Jim & Suz
presented by Ron & Deborah Early of Cov_vley, M|chael Harvey, HO".'S Price,
Tulsa Wild Birds Unlimited, followed by Katie Smithson, ~~ and | enjoyed a weekend
families putting together PVC bird feeders, of birding at the Wichita Mountains W"O."'fe
again designed and overseen by Lucy Refuge on the PCAS spring overnight field
Walker . This month also saw . Les Im- trip. Michael and Suz added seven new
boden Hosting a Birding & Burgers event species to their life lists (Great -crested Fly-
with Adrianne Holmes of the Sierra Club catcher, Canyon Wren, R(.)Ck Wren, Water_-
at his home, Pecan Springs Quail Pre- thrush, Black -capped Vireo, Black -chinned
serve ' pring Hummingbird, Black -and -white Warbler).
Tirﬁ and daughter Kati e OO6 Gosnn eYIeﬁ’ we did see the Black -capped Vireo,
Literary Owls prggram in November was a thanks to the excellent leadership of Eric
Lo e . . . Beck, the state IBA Coordinator.
er?c?vl\tl Sgﬁert)?)rct)gpanésr:gryg%ed dissecting Our last couple of board meetings have
) ) : focused on setting up
Also in November  John Couch led - .
members on a birding field trip to Sooner Cﬁm[?(sl and revising the Payne Coung’B;]rd
. X Checklist. Ti m 06 Co praparkd the
II_ali;ervvlhe);e Wﬁ saa:l,vv Tasny blrdas,npc’:ljrtlc?- el ud Feﬁq %st, aﬁf&gg Pavne §ugt eBéi?Qﬂma
; ’ I 10t ent”| havé for
an ﬂ a d i ght Ranar ph of a é‘ﬁéckn t 4nd Riff profide a Brifthble 3eck
a Decermlber s?a\:v Sssgearing up for and -list on the website soon. We also chose a
imple PCAS logo. | hope you like it. See
conducting our annual Christmas Bird Elelc?w 9 pe youliket
Counts & the Stillwater CBC led by ~ Jim '
Ownby and the Sooner CBC led by  John
Couch .
We had no January program scheduled
this year but we did urge members to par-
ticipate in the annual ODWC Winter Bird payne county
Count.
Thenin February Bryan Reynol ds and AUDUBON

Ray Moranz  of Butterflies of the World
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N e PRESEDENT, Stisén @dker, S O
bzzyb03@yahoo.com

VICE PRESIDENT,  Freddy Miller,
loma@suddenlink.net

SECRETARY, Ti m O6 Con 1
tim.oconnell@okstate.edu

TREASURER, Les Imboden,
lesnpat@yahoo.com

DIRECTORS

Jim Cowley,
cowunit@aol.com

Michael Harvey,
mrharve @okstate.edu

Ryan Helmer,
w.ryan00@yahoo.com

Sarah Kimball,
sarah.kimball@okstate.edu

Jim Ownby,
james.ownby@okstate.edu

Elaine Stebler,
elaine.stebler@okstate.edu

COMMITTEE CONTACTS

AWARDS
Jim Ownby,
james.ownby@okstate.edu

BROCHURE, FEATHERS
Susan Walker,
bzzyb03@yahoo.com

EDUCATION OVERSIGHT
COMMITTEE, MAILBOX
Les Imboden, Chair,

lesnpat@yahoo.com

FIELD TRIPS
Michael Harvey,
mrharve @okstate.edu

FUNDRAISING/BIRDATHON
Sarah Kimball,
kimball@okstate.edu

GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT
Pat Jaynes,
patjaynes@sbcglobal.net

HISTORIAN/PUBLICIST
Suz & Jim Cowley,
cowunit@aol.com

KAW LAKE EAGLE WATCH
Lu Skillern
luskillern@sbcglobal.net

NATURE PROGRAMS DIRECTOR
Dani Thompson
dani.thompson@okstate.edu

U DKeAGDS BOMCOUNCTILIREPS
Michael Harvey & Les Imboden,
mrharve@okstate.edu
lesnpat@yahoo.com

REFRESHMENTS, MEMBERSHIP
Iris McPherson,
imcpherson@sbcglobal.net

SOONER LAKE CBC
John Couch,
jrcouch60@yahoo.com
STILLWATER CBC
Jim Ownby & Tim (
james.ownby@okstate.edu
tim.oconnell@okstate.edu
TEAL RIDGE LITTER
Member volunteers on rotation

WEBMISTRESS
Susan Walker,
webmistress@paynecounty
audubon.com
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Photo: John McQuaig

Photo of painting by Julie Zicklefoose
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2010 Lesser Prélfiieken Festival

Photo: Susan Walker

Julie Zicklefoose(above) and my
photo of her painting of lesser
prairie-chickens on their booming
grounds. Above left, a lesser

prairie-chicken photo portrait by

13-year-old John McQuaigof Pryor, Oklahoma; and top right my table-
top sign showingeff Walker, Lucy Walkerand Dean Bloodgoodvith

various field guide slings.

Lek Treks & More: (oodnard
Lecser Prairte-Chicken Tectival

by Susan S. Walker
F or the second spring
in a row, | attended

Lek Treks & More, the
Woodward Lesser Prairie
chicken Festival coordi-
nated by John Kenning-
ton, OK Audubon Council,
and heavily supported by
Sue Selman, Selman
Ranch, Dwayne Elmore,
OSUbds
Natural Resource Ecology
& Management,
OK IBA Coordinator, OK
Agritourism and others.
P C A S.dolkn Couch
Monday morning field trip.

As last year, | was in
charge of recruiting ven-
dors and helping them set
up. This year |, too, be-
came a vendor, selling lit-
tle AField
handled, pocketed field
guide covers 8 for $10 a

Eric Beck,

led a

pop. Didnot
but it was fun to make
them and they will proba-
bly pop up as PCAS prizes
and silent auction items in
the future.

| stayed at Sue Sel-
man 8 s r anch
and helped her with the
chuckwagon breakfast

Depar t me n tSatgSun., and Mon.

mornings after attendees
returned from seeing the
prairie -chickens.
Despite rain and mud,
the festival was a success
again this year, educating
all who attended to the
plight of

sel

prairie -chickens and allow-

ing attendees to view the
chickens on their booming

Gaii degrostisi ngs o

See more pix  onthe

website gallery.

Five scripts from Doug Lennox's ""The Little Book of Answers"

by Jerry Wilhm

D oug Lennox has
40 years as a free-
lance writer, producer, and
host in Canadian radio and
television. His recent book,
The Little Book of An-
swers (MJF Books, NY,
2003, ISBN -13: 978-1-
56731 -981 -1), provides
hundreds of his scripts on
the amazing origin of a
familiar phase, word, or
custom. Here are five of
his scripts pertaining to
birds:

Why is an informer
call ed a
St ool
someone who betrays a
group or cause to which
he/she belongs. In the lat-
ter part of the 19th cen-
tury, hunters would tie or
nail a passenger pigeon,
an extinct and once nu-

over

fist ool
pigeono

merous bird, to a stool.
The birdos
tract thousands of pigeons.
Then, the hunters would
shoot huge numbers of
pigeons.

Why do we say that
something worthless is
Aifor the Dbi
Before automobiles,
streets were filled with
horse -drawn carriages.
The wastes from these ani-
mals contained half -
digested oats that at-
tracted flocks of birds.
Pedplg eioad thé expres-
smpolni efisf or t he
ply something equal in
value to these horse drop-
pings.

How did we get the idea
that the stork delivered
babies?

rds

The idea came from Scan-

cr i e sdinavia ant was pramoted

by the writings of Hans
Christian Anderson. Storks
nested on warm chimneys
and would often stuff in
their nests clothing taken
from clotheslines. To chil-

> Aren, it looked like they

were stuffing babies down
the chimney.

What is the difference
bet ween a
a fAfl ocko
Any group of birds can be
referred to
but each species has its

i g
of

b i owrdpsoper titlsuch as-a
quai
partridges,

Afbevyo of
of
herons, or a
peacocks. A group of

geese is call

when they are on the

ag
g

as

ground

and a The Littje
ﬁskeinc‘)BOOkOf
when A

they are Nswers
in the

air. by

Why do Doug Lelmox
we call

money
saved for a rainy
day a finest

IfieNoe sandeggo r
angetirat grows with inter-

est or through invest-

ameritsf The expgeedsion

comes from a trick poultry
farmers use to increase a

,h ean Ofsc layingpapility.
arhefy placefgse éggsarf
i mut shtee rhoe nodfs

hen into laying more eggs

d than norgnal. § loe Ifaemer

credits this

eggao
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