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STILLWATER , O K. A PRIL 1 ð 
The Payne County Audu-
bon Society will host its 
annual Birdathon April 16 

to raise money for the 
group and its various ac-
tivities.  
James Cowley, an Audu-
bon board member, said 
that last yearôs event had 
only four teams, but they 

are hoping for more par-
ticipation this year, espe-
cially from Wichita, Kan., 
Tulsa, Oklahoma City and 
Stillwater. So far, 30 
teams have signed up with 

a total of 100 participants.  
The Birdathon is similar to 
a walkathon, according to 
a press release from the 
PCAS. However, partici-
pants ask for pledges for 
the number of different 

bird species they can see 

in a 24 -hour period any-
time in April or May. Par-
ticipants who wish to look 
for birds can form a group 

or work by themselves. 
Sponsors can pledge in 
varying amounts on a per -
bird basis or in a flat rate. 
The group or individual 
who raises the most 
money will be given a new 

pair of Nikon binoculars, 
which were donated to the 
PCAS. 
To participate in the regular 
Birdathon event, either as a 
birder or pledger, contact 

Sarah Kimball at 372 -1702 
or by email at sarah.kimball 
@okstate.edu. To partici-
pate in the Big Day Bir-
dathon [2012], contact Tim 
OôConnell at 372-3593 or 
by email at tim.oconnell@ 

okstate.edu. A  

vanned down in Susanôs 
and the Cowleyôs vehicles.  

When the Cowley group 
arrived ðjust before dark ð
they found the camp-
grounds full . . . no vacan-
cies. Fortunately M & M 
had reserved a campsite, 
so shared their site with 
the Cowleyôs pop-up and 
Lesôs tiny little one-man 
backpackerôs tent.  

(Continued on page 6)  

O n April 8th, Dean 
Bloodgood, Monica 

Burchette, John Couch, 
Jim & Suzanne Cowley, 
Michael Harvey, Les Im-
boden, and  Susan 
Walker traveled to Devilôs 
Den State Park for a week-
end of spring birding.  

Students Michael & 
Monica had labs to at-
tend, so met the retired 
set at the Park Friday eve-
ning. The other six cara-

P
h

o
to

: 
J
a
y 

B
u

rt
k
a

 

By Chase Rheam , Stillwater NewsPres  reprint  

Big Day BIRDATHON is over, but you still  have  time  to 

conduct a traditional BIRDATHON and raise funds for 

the Payne County Audubon Society! Simply e -mail or 

call Sarah Kimball (see left), register your team, enlist 

the support of some sponsors, and then spend a beau-

tiful May day birding. What could be better? A  

(L to R) 
Lindsey 
Carter, 
Emilee 
Harmon, 
and Jay 

Burtka 
look for 
different 
species of 
birds for 
the PCAS 
Birdathon 
Fund-
raiser 
April 1st-
May 31st. 

Jim Cowley, John Couch, Suz Cowley, Les Imboden, Michael 
Harvey; our Park Naturalist, Adam Leslie; and Monica 

Burchette, rest along Devilôs Den Trail on a bench built by an 
Eagle Scout.  View other Devilôs Den photos online.  
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I  t is a rare treat for me to devote 

an entire day to birding, but thatôs 

pretty much what I got to do on April 16 

for BIRDATHONôs Big Day.  Sure, thereôs 

the Christmas Bird Count, but itôs usually 

cold then, nothing is singing, and it can 

feel like work when Iôm out there writing 

down every sparrow and starling in my 

search area.  But a springtime big day?  

Thatôs just 100% fun. 

The point was simply to find as many 

different species as possible within the 

allotted time. I teamed up with OSU 

graduate student Dustin Lynch and we 

birded Payne County from 5:30 am to 

3:30 pm.  Our strategy was to hit bodies 

of water as early as possible after first 

light, working our way southeast through 

the county to Cushing before heading 

back to Stillwater for species we had 

missed earlier in the day.  

We started in the dark at Lake Carl 

Blackwell where my best efforts at owl 

calls turned up just a lone Barred.  Soon 

after, a tip from another team led us to 

Chuck -willôs-widow and the pace of new 

species picked up dramatically.  We 

found a Gray Catbird near 19 th  and Cot-

tonwood (the woodcock spot) just as the 

sky was lightening, and then headed on 

to other(hopefully) productive spots.  

Our best early find was an Osprey at 

the Golden Oaksô ponds. Teal Ridge gave 

us Little Blue Heron, Franklinôs Gull, and 

a few sandpipers like Pectoral and Least.  

Our next big stop was down near the 

Cimarron River in Ripley.  Here we found 

several songbirds singing lustily in the 

trees, including Northern Parula, Orange -

crowned Warbler, and Red -eyed Vireo 

along Ghost Hollow.  Cushingôs Water 

Treatment Plant was the real highlight, 

however, turning up both scaup, Red-

head, and Ruddy Duck.  Later, another 

team found Black -necked Stilt there.  

Dustin and I wrapped up our day 

back at Lake Carl Blackwell where we 

found FOUR Eared Grebes in one little 

flock and a Wild Turkey gobbled just as 

we called it quits at 3:30 PM.  We had a 

great time finding 100 species on the 

day!  

But the real number of interest is 42 

ðthatôs how many people participated in 

our Big Day, divided among 15 teams!  

At least 30 of those people were students 

whoôd never done anything like a big day 

before.  Odds are, most of them wonôt do 

such a thing again, but some of them 

will.  Certainly the mood at our tally rally 

was one of fun and excitement, with 

bright faces sharing great stories from 

their individual adventures.  Among the 

many wonderful items in our newsletter 

this month, I hope youôll enjoy our official 

report on 2011 BIRDATHON Big Day on 

the following two pages.  

Good birding, Tim  A  
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A  fter reading daily 
about the shifting alli-

ances and unending tur-
moil and wars in near east-
ern oil countries; the de-
velopment of oil and gas 
leases in Arctic waters off 
Alaskaôs coast (thank 
goodness Obama banned 
drilling near Bristol Bay, 
one of the stateôs richest 
fishing grounds); the BP 
Gulf Oil spill; the Japan 

earthquake and tsunami 
with its attendant nuclear 
power plant exposures and 
leaks; the remote March oil 
spill in the south Atlantic 
that coated rare Northern 
Rockhopper Penguins 
(ñConnections ,ò p. 8), and, 
more recently, the plans to 
wring oil from Canada and 
Utahôs tar-sands oil beds, I 
had this thought: ñWeôve 
got to go back to the fu-
ture.ò  

Weôve got to remember 
what it was like to own one 
car per family, to walk and 

ride our bikes to school, 
work, and the grocery; to 
mix our bread by hand, 
mow our lawns with a reel 
mower , open our windows 
to the eveningôs cooling 
breezes; live in a neighbor-
hood of modest homes with 
one -car garages, sidewalks, 
and nearby schools, small 
groceries, and shops.  

Letôs go ñback to the 
futureò by unplugging and  
un -pumping, by walking 
and bicycling, by reusing 
and refusing. A  

http://www.ecomowers.com/?gclid=CNCy16myq6gCFcns7Qodj0ElHg
http://www.ecomowers.com/?gclid=CNCy16myq6gCFcns7Qodj0ElHg
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O n April 16 th , 15 teams of birders scoured 
the forests and fields of our fair state to find 

as many species as possible and earn donations 
from sponsors for their efforts.   A beautiful spring 

day formed the backdrop as teams headed to The 
Great Salt Plains, Red Slough, and local hotspots.  

T  eams competed head - to - head in several 
categories. Some teams counted only those 

birds observed while walking to their locations.   At 
least 6 teams spent their day exclusively in Payne 
County.   The open category was for teams who 

could start anywhere they liked but had to end up 
at the tally rally location in Stillwater by 6 PM.  We 
also had a fourth category for teams birding Red 
Slough who were not able to attend the tally rally.  

A ll competitors were winners, of course, 
because all enjoyed a great day afield, saw 

some beautiful birds, laughed with friends, and 
were treated to a good old - fashioned American 

backyard cookout.   In terms of the competition, 
however, the results look like this:  

 

 Walking Trophy: ñWandering Totalers,ò 51 species      Payne County Trophy: ñAuduBonJovi,ò 100 species 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L to R: Walking Trophy, Oklahoma Trophy, Payne County Trophy 

Andy Crosby accepts the Walking Trophy  

on behalf of the Wandering Totalers 

Dustin Lynch and Tim O'Connell of AuduBonJovi  

celebrate their victory in the Payne County category  

by Tim OôConnell 
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A lthough they werenôt part of the official tally rally, both Red Slough teams did very well: ñTalk Birdy to Meò 
found 89 species and ñNoddy Sloughligansò found 79. 

The overall winner was AuduBonJovi with 100 species, 

but compiling the list from all teams in Payne County indicated 
that at least 119 species were found within the county on the 
16 th .  That makes 120 the target for future big days in April!  

T  he important numbers, however, will be worked out 

when BIRDATHON concludes at the end of May.   Thatôs 
when weôll know how much was raised by all teams in support 
of Payne County Audubon Society this year.  

List of teams competing in the Big Day (tally in parentheses):  

RED SLOUGH  

Noddy Sloughligans (79): Joshua Lucero, Jess Lawrence, 
Justin Rolen  

Talk Birdy to Me (89): Michael Harvey, Monika Burchette, Eric 
Duell, Andrea King  

OPEN CATEGORY  

Fowl Play (75): Kelsey Anderson, Derek Webb, Melanie Waller, 

Alyssia Culbertson, Caitlan Chappel, Steven Chappel  

Dos Dithering Dits (59): Elaine Stebler, Damona Doye  

Moorhen Jobs (73): Brian Hidden, Mia Hidden, Jarrod Powers, 

Nicole Farless  

Edward Scissortail (63): Jim Cowley, Les Imboden  

PAYNE COUNTY  

AuduBonJovi (100): Dustin Lynch, Tim OôConnell 

Sacrifice Bunting (50): Charles Moore, Chad Ensign, Maggie 

Polito  

Brewed Parasites (95): Jason Heinen, Kent Andersson  

Booby Boys (46): Aaron Warburton, Andrew Coffey, Austin 

Jackson  

Hooters & Peckers (32): Adam Gourley, Blayr Beougher  

Pishing the Night Away (54): 

Ariel Richter, Kelsea McElfresh, 
Anh Tranh  

The Bushtits (45): Mark Jensen, 

Bryce Burkhead  

WALKING CATEGORY  

Wandering Totalers (51): John 

Polo, Andy Crosby  

Team Woodcock (33): Lacey 
Gurley, Sariah Tolsma, Shana 
Lancaster, Stephanie 
Grischkowsky   A  

 

 

Big Day Competitors enjoying the 

Tally Rally cookout in Tracy and 

Timôs backyard after a grueling 

day of competitive birding 
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Fowl Play team members Melanie Waller, Alyssia 

Culbertson, Caitlan Chappel, Derek Webb, and Kel-

sey Anderson celebrate their overall victory in the 

open category by lifting the Oklahoma Trophy  

Oklahoma Trophy: ñFowl Playò, 75 species   
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The number of 
severe collisions  be-
tween birds and jetliners 
has leveled off at lower 
altitudes, but collisions 
above 500 feet reached a 
new high of 150 in 2009, a 
40% increase from the 
annual average between 
2000 and 2008 according 
to federal data. The trend 
continued in 2010. At a 
time when airline crashes 
have decreased and entire 
categories of accidents 
have disappeared, colli-
sions between jetliners and 
birds at higher altitudes 
have increased.  

In 2010, on August 10, 
a white pelican flew into 
the nose of a Continental 
Airlines jet and shut down 
the instrument panel. On 
November 8, a bird tore a 
12 - inch gash in the wing of 
a Horizon Air turboprop. 
Both collisions occurred 
above 6,000 feet, and pi-
lots were able to land their 
planes safely. Several re-
ports stated that the in-
crease in collisions is 
caused by an increase in 
the numbers of large 
birds; however, no sup-
porting data was pre-
sented.  

The leveling off of se-
vere collisions at lower 
altitudes suggests that 
some corrective measures 
are working, but the for-
mer head of the Air Force 
program to avert collisions 
with birds stated that more 
needs to be done. One of 
the most publicized colli-
sions at a low altitude oc-
curred on January 15, 
2009, when a US Airways 
flight struck a flock of Can-
ada geese on the Hudson. 
This knocked out both en-
gines, but the pilot was 
able to splashdown suc-
cessfully.  

Many airports are built 
in areas inhabited by mul-

 

USA Today, March 10, 2011 

A t the April 7th PCAS program,  2010 PCAS re-
search scholarship winners reported their research, 

and 2011 scholarship winners were announced.  

Our April program is traditionally the last program 
before the summer hiatus, though not the last PCAS ac-
tivity (see Calendar p 1). First -Thursday -of - the -month 
programs begin again in September.  

The two April 7th presenters were Will Jessie,  recipi-
ent of the 2010 Edwin Glover Research Award, who spoke 
on ñThe Effects of Patch-burning on Nesting Success in 
Bluebirds,ò and Andy Crosby, recipient of the 2010 Helen 
Miller Research Award, who spoke on ñStatistical Analyses 
of Bird Populations along a Habitat Gradient.ò  

This year's Edwin Glover Award winner was Torre 
Hovick, who proposes to use telemetry to monitor prai-
rie -chicken habitat in the Tallgrass Prairie, and Elisha 
Muller, winner of the Helen Miller Award, who will study 
Oklahoma roadsides as butterfly habitats.  

Torre Hovick (above) accepting his Ed Glover $1000 scholarship 
check, and Elisha Muller accepting her Helen Miller $1000 

scholarship check from PCAS treasurer Les Imboden A  
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titudes of birds. For ex-
ample, the Sacramento 
International Airport is 
surrounded by farmlands 
and wetlands that are 
home to thousands of 
birds. This airport has 
one of the highest rates 
in the nation of danger-
ous bird collisions. At-
tempts are being made to 
minimize the time that 
aircraft spend below 
3,000 feet, the zone 
where most collisions oc-
cur. Pilots should climb 
more steeply than normal 
when they take off. 
Planes arriving at the air-
port are often directed to 
descend to low altitudes 
and then level off for a 
time. Instead, they 
should descend steadily 
through these low alti-
tudes. Many airports are 
currently using such 
methods to reduce noise.  

The Federal Aviation 
Administration has en-
couraged airports to de-
velop methods to keep 
birds away from runways. 
They have funded re-
search into radar systems 
that track birds and flash-
ing lights to scare them. 
Many have emphasized 
the need to increase pilot 
awareness and communi-
cation.  

For example, an individ-
ual who worked for the 
U.S. Air Force and civilian 
airports for years was 
flying on a jetliner land-
ing at the Atlanta airport. 
The plane encountered a 
large flock of starlings 
that narrowly missed the 
jet; yet, the pilots admit-
ted that they had not in-
formed air - traffic control-
lers to alert other aircraft 
flying on the same path. 
The FAA is also examin-
ing measures that could 
make aircraft more resil-
ient to birds. A  
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us to warblers, gnat-
catchers, vireos, and oth-
ers that he heard long be-
fore the rest of the group.  

We got back to our cabin 
after 1 PM, and John Couch 
cooked hamburgers for Sat-
urday lunch. Then most of us 
took brief naps, dried out our 
shoes and socks, caught up 
on our notes, or used our 
field guides to id some of the 
many butterflies and wild-
flower species weôd seen. 

After this rest period, 
M&M went for a hike. Not 
too far from their camp-
site, in a rock crevice, they 
found a black vulture nest 
with one chick in it.  

John and Les also inde-
pendently went on short 
hikes down Devilôs Den 
Trail to the waterfall. They 
encountered many people 
on the trail at that time of 
day, not ideal for birding.  

That evening, Michael 
cooked Susanôs beef shish -
kabobs and his own wild -
caught rainbow trout for 
dinner. Suz Cowley made a 
large bowl of bow -tie pasta 
salad, John Couch supplied 
the beer and charcoal, 
Dean the coleslaw, chips, 
and cookies; Monica  the 
fixings for sômores and 
even sticks whittled to 
skewer the marshmallows.  

After dinner, we trundled 
down the hill to a pond 
formed by a dam in Leeôs 
Creek to look for some of 
the parkôs flying mammal 
residents.  

The park is home to five 
of the sixteen species of 

bats known to live in Ar-
kansas, including the Tri -
color Bat, the Big Brown 
Bat, the  Northern Long -
eared Bat, and two en-
dangered species: the 
Ozark Big - Eared Bat and 
the Indiana Bat. (See this 
monthôs Pinfeathers for 
Oklahoma bat pix and info.)  

The park's Farmer's 
Cave and Big Ear Cave 
closed to the public in May 
2009, and Devil's Den 
Cave and Ice Box Cave, 
closed in April 2010. These 
temporary closures are a  
precautionary measure to 
protect the four caves 
from the possibility of con-
tamination from White -
nose Syndrome, a fungus 
killing bats and spreading 
from the eastern United 
States.  

ñBattingò is not a bit like 
birding. One has to have 
lightning reflexes to get 
oneôs binocs on the bat 
and to keep the creature in 
the field of view. The bats 
fly like large moths, dip-
ping and wheeling erratic-
ally to catch insects. We 
could tell that one species 
we were seeing was 
smaller than the other, but 
beyond that none of us 
could identify any distin-
guishing features, much 
less see the big ears we 
sought. The exercise was 
fun nonetheless.  

The next day, Sunday, 
we again met Adam at 
7:30 AM for another morn-
ing of birding. This day we 
birded open fields, wood-
land edges, and either side 
of the dirt road to the 
Parkôs Horse Camp. We 
also walked along near Lee 
Creek and another creek it 
intersected. In these more 
open and grassy areas we 

picked up Northern Mock-
ingbird, Eastern Kingbird, 
several sparrow species, 
and Indigo Bunting, among 
others.  

We then returned to the 
Visitorôs Center for a brief 
rest stop and room reckon-
ing and then walked the 
Devilôs Den Trail along Lee 
Creek to a little beyond the 
Waterfall.  

I had made turkey and 
cheese sandwiches on 9 -
grain for my carpooler/
cabin mates and we three 
rehydrated and ate these in 
the shade directly on get-
ting back from our hike. 
Then we thanked Adam, 
said goodbye to the camp-
ing contingent (they had to 
pull up stakes), and headed 
back to Stillwater.  

Here is Michaelôs list of 
the bird species identified:  

1) Canada Goose, 2)Wood 

Duck, 3) Black Vulture 4 )  
Turkey Vulture, 5) Sharp -
shinned Hawk, 6) Red -
shouldered Hawk, 7) Broad -
winged Hawk, 8) Red - tailed 
Hawk, 9) Barred Owl, 10) 
Chimney Swift, 11) Belted 
Kingfisher, 12) Red -headed 
Woodpecker, 13) Red -bellied 
Woodpecker, 14) Downy 
Woodpecker, 15) Pileated 
Woodpecker, 16) Eastern 
Phoebe), 17) Eastern King-
bird, 18, Yellow - throated Vireo 
19) Red -eyed Vireo, 20) Blue 
Jay, 21) American Crow, 22) 
Fish Crow, 23) Northern 
Rough -winged Swallow, 24) 
Barn Swallow, 25) Carolina 
Chickadee, 26) Tufted Tit-
mouse, 27) White -breasted 
Nuthatch, 28) Carolina Wren, 
29) Blue -gray Gnatcatcher, 
30) Ruby -crowned Kinglet, 
31) Eastern Bluebird, 32) Her-
mit Thrush, 33) American 
Robin, 34) Northern Mocking-
bird, 35) Northern Parula, 36) 
Yellow -rumped Warbler, 37) 
Yellow - throated Warbler, 38) 
Black -and -white Warbler, 39) 
Ovenbird, 40) Louisiana Wa-
terthrush) 41) Eastern Tow-
hee, 42) Field Sparrow, 43) 
Song Sparrow, 44) Lincoln's 
Sparrow, 45) White - throated 
Sparrow, 46) Dark -eyed 
Junco, 47) Northern Cardinal, 
48) Indigo Bunting, 49) Com-
mon Grackle, 50) Brown -
headed Cowbird, 51. American 
Goldfinch. A  

Ozark Big-eared Bat 

Susan, Dean, and John 
rented a small, rustic cabin 
across the pond from the 
campsites and on the side 
of a steep hill. The cabin 
was one of the original 
CCC projects ðupdated 
with jacuzzi tub and mod-
ern kitchen, etc. It became 
the gathering place for 
Saturday lunch and dinner.  

It was dark when we  
arrived, so we saw little of 
our surroundings until the 
next morning when we 
stepped outside into a 
beautiful landscape of pale 
green hills and a forest of 
just budding shagbark 
hickory, yellow buckeye, 
post oak, eastern red ce-
dar, sycamore, and loblolly 
& short - leaf pine trees ð
the understory open and 
beautifully laced with 
blooming white dogwoods.  

At 7:30 AM  we met at the 
Visitorôs Center and were 
introduced to Park Natural-
ist, Adam Leslie. Then a 
car pulled up and we were 
joined by avid birder Joe 
Neal, from Fayetteville, AR. 
We 10 set off on a 4 -hour 
birding jaunt along the park 
streams and trails.  

At one point, we waded 
across the creek ðrocks 
slippery with algae ðand 
climbed to a higher trail. 
The park is amazingly 
beautiful, the more so be-
cause we walked areas 
where we encountered few 
visitors.  

Adam was very good 
with birds, but also with 
plant id. He pointed out 
Mayapple, jack - in - the -
pulpit, wild phlox, wild gin-
ger, bloodroot, wild iris, 
and many other plants and 
trees. He really liked sala-
manders, so would stop 
often to carefully overturn 
a rock or two seeking 
same. Under one he had 
placed a leaf - filled mesh 
trap, but it was empty.  

Joe had an astounding 
ear and frequently pointed 

(Continued from page 1)  

Tiger Swallowtails with one 
visible Spicebush Swallowtail 

puddling on the horse trail 
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