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T he room was packed 
and anticipation ran 

high for Ryan Helmer‘s Fal-
conry program. We all 
wanted to see his Prairie 
Falcon and hear about a 
sport that we knew little 
about and that has few U.S. 
practitioners. 

Helmer explained the 
sport of falconry and how 
he apprenticed to learn the 
sport. He also explained 
how he captured his birds 
and how he worked with 
each captured bird to condi-
tion it to hunt. He showed 
us different equipment for 
capturing the birds, and 
equipment for hunting with 
them: thick leather glove, 
leg jesses and hood styles. 

Most impressive was the 
respect and care Helmer 
took with his birds. Vetting 
them for worms and other 
parasites and diseases, 
feeding them food carefully 
calculated for its nutrition, 
and after a year or two re-
leasing the birds back into 
the wild in better condition 
than when they were cap-
tured.  

Helmer explained that 
even over a two-year period 

the 
birds 
have not 
been 
domes-
ticated. 
When 
readying 
them for 
release, 
they 
revert to 

their wild instincts after a 
period as short as a month. 
He releases the birds in the 
same location as capture. 

Thank you Ryan Helmer! 
Yours was a very interest-
ing and educational pro-
gram. Members of the audi-
ence were thrilled to see 
your present hunter—a nine
-month old female Prairie 
Falcon—―up close and per-
sonal‖ at the end of the 
presentation, also  

Thank you Iris McPher-
son for the cookies, green 
grapes, and lemonade that 
went down well with atten-
dees . . . and also with Hel-
mer, who was struggling 
with a stuffy/coughy allergy 
attack.  

Many in the audience 
could sympathize because 
the warm weather and polli-
nating Eastern Red Cedars 
bought on prime allergy 
conditions. 
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It‘s a hybrid, combining a BIG DAY  
competition and BIRDATHON!  

Read about both at this website.  

Competition is key. Your team has just 18 hours 
(12 AM - 6 PM) to spot the most bird species. 

 NOW is the time to line up sponsors, study your 
field guides, and check out OK birding hotspots.  

 

While the event is free, BIG DAY BIRDATHON  
is a PCAS fundraiser. We hope that each  

competitor raises as much money  
as possible in support of PCAS: 

 Monthly Programs 
 OSU Research Scholarships  

 Community Nature Center building fund 
 

  
 Big Day team reporting most species — 

The coveted Big Day Cup, plus NAS/PCAS 
membership for each team member  

 Individual raising most funds over $1000— 
Pair of Nikon ATB 8x42 waterproof, fogproof 
binoculars ($400 value)  

 

  
Register by April 13 by e-mailing Timothy 
O‘Connell with your name and the names of 

those on your Big Day team.  

If you plan to conduct a traditional Birdathon 
(any 24-hour period in April or May) e-mail Sarah 
Kimball to register your team. You can conduct a 

traditional Birdathon anywhere in the world!  
 

Go to the website for rules & regs and for 
more information on both types of  

BIRDATHON fundraisers 
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http://www.abcbirds.org/conservationissues/birding/birdathon.html
mailto:timothy.oconnell@okstate.edu
mailto:timothy.oconnell@okstate.edu
mailto:sarah.kimball@okstate.edu
mailto:sarah.kimball@okstate.edu
http://www.paynecountyaudubon.com
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 Birding for a cause? 

A s if we needed an excuse to 
spend a day outside as the sun 

warms, the leaves burst forth, and the 
air resounds with the songs of our re-
turning migrants, we have this month an 
added incentive to do that which we 
love: to support Audubon programming 
through the year. Enter BIRDATHON. 

Each April and May, individuals and 
teams of birders from the Payne County 
Audubon Society seek pledges from gen-
erous donors to help support monthly 
programs, field trips, student research 
awards, and other educational activities 
of the PCAS for the following year. With 
most support coming from ―per-species‖ 
pledges, BIRDATHON presents terrific 
incentive for participants to really beat 
the bushes to find as many species as 
possible during a designated time at a 
designated place. 

The event serves a wonderful triple 
purpose: BIRDATHON generates our 
largest source of income for the year, it 
provides an opportunity to learn more 
about great spots for birding during the 
height of spring migration, and it calls 
attention to the native habitats and won-
derful birds we have right here in Payne 
County.  

This year we’re introducing a new 
(optional) feature that sweetens the pot 
to get participants to work even harder 
to find every last species they can while 
taking part in BIRDATHON: head-to-head 

competition among multiple teams!  

Just like the world famous World Se-
ries of Birding, the PCAS will host a ―Big 
Day‖ competition on April 16th. The Big 
Day will begin after midnight on the 16th, 
and teams of birders will scour fields and 
forests and everything in between to find 
as many species as possible before con-
verging on my house for a cookout and 
awards ceremony at 6 PM.  Big Day com-
petitors will be working their hardest to 
win bragging rights on the 16th, but 
they‘re also competing to raise the most 
money in pledges like all BIRDATHON 
participants. 

Should you put a team together and 
compete in BIRDATHON?  YES, of 
course!  Birders of all ages and skill levels 
can participate in BIRDATHON—it‘s great 
fun.  

But, if you’d prefer to limit your par-
ticipation to sponsoring others, then 
you‘re the real hero of the event.  Please 
give generously, and know that your con-
tributions go straight to your local PCAS 
for the direct benefit of your community.   

To review rules and regulations, to 
register, and for more information on 
BIRDATHON, check out the information 
posted at 
www.paynecountyaudubon.com. 

by Tim O’Connell 

EXECUTIVE BOARD DIRECTORS 

PRESIDENT, Tim O‘Connell, 
tim.oconnell@okstate.edu 

VICE PRESIDENT, Susan Walker, 
bzzyb03@yahoo.com 

 SECRETARY, Jerry Wilhm 
stwwilhm@brightok.net 

TREASURER, Les Imboden,  
lesnpat@yahoo.com 

DIRECTORS 

Jay Burtka, 
jay.burtka@okstate.edu 

Jim Cowley,  
cowunit@aol.com 

Andrew Crosby 
andrew.crosby@okstate.edu  

Damona Doye 
damona.doye@okstate.edu 

Michael Harvey, 
mrharve@okstate.edu 

Sarah Kimball, 
sarah.kimball@okstate.edu 

Freddy Miller, 
1oma@suddenlink.net 

COMMITTEE CONTACTS 

AWARDS  
Jim Ownby, 

james.ownby@okstate.edu 

BROCHURE, FEATHERS  
Susan Walker, 

bzzyb03@yahoo.com 

FIELD TRIPS  
Michael Harvey,  

mrharve@okstate.edu 

FUNDRAISING/BIRDATHON  
Sarah Kimball,  

sarah.kimball@okstate.edu 

GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT  
Pat Jaynes,  

patjaynes@sbcglobal.net 

HISTORIAN/PUBLICIST 
Suz & Jim Cowley,  
cowunit@aol.com 

KAW LAKE EAGLE WATCH 
Lu Skillern 

luskillern@sbcglobal.net 

OK AUDUBON COUNCIL REPS 
Michael Harvey & Les Imboden,  

mrharve@okstate.edu 
lesnpat@yahoo.com 

REFRESHMENTS, MEMBERSHIP  
Iris McPherson,  

imcpherson@sbcglobal.net 

SOONER LAKE CBC 
John Couch,  

jrcouch60@yahoo.com 

STILLWATER CBC 
Jim Ownby & Tim O‘Connell 
james.ownby@okstate.edu 
tim.oconnell@okstate.edu 

TEAL RIDGE LITTER  
Member volunteers on rotation 

WEBMISTRESS 
Susan Walker,  

webmistress@paynecounty 
audubon.com 

You can now donate to your favorite Big Day BIRDATHON or 

Traditional BIRDATHON team or team member, to the PCAS  

Nature Center fund, to the PCAS scholarship fund, or make a 

general donation to PCAS programs on line with PayPal!  

http://www.paynecountyaudubon.com
http://www.paynecountyaudubonsociety.com
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ON MARCH 10—Audubon 

and the National Fish & 

Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) 

recognized the 10th anni-

versary of the NeoTropical 

Migratory Bird Act's at the 

historic Hall of the Ameri-

cas in Washington , DC . 

Audubon President & CEO 

David Yarnold joined the 

Secretary General of the 

Organization of American 

States, Jose Miguel Inzula, 

ambassadors from Brazil, 

Costa Rica, Panama, the 

Bahamas, the Dominican 

Republic and other conser-

vation leaders from the 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Ser-

vice, and the Department 

of Interior to acknowledge 

the importance of the Act 

to hemispheric conserva-

tion, and to garner Con-

gressional support for its 

funding. Since its passage 

in 2000, the Act has helped 

protect more than 3 million 

acres of vital bird habitat. 

To date, a US investment 

of $35 million dollars has 

leveraged $150 million 

more in private matching 

funds. A few days after the 

event, Senator Ben Cardin 

( Maryland , Democrat) 

referenced Audubon's 

Common Birds in Decline 

report when introducing a 

bill to renew funding. Read 

more.   

April 2011 

Plan now to attend this exciting overnight field 
trip.  Spring birds will be A = Abundant! 

Here's the itinerary. 

Fri. Apr. 8-- Carpool from parking lot across the 
street from the Municipal Bldg on Lewis, 3:30 PM; 
dinner on the road 

Fri. & Sat. nights, April 8 & 9—Cabin or tenting 
in DDSP, owling in eve 

Sat. Apr 9—Morning birding led by Adam Leslie 
the DDSP Naturalist; afternoon birding on our own 

Sun. Apr 10—Morning birding led by Adam Les-
lie; leave at noon for return to Stillwater 

The park is fairly developed. Services include a tiny 
restaurant and store, a playground and swimming 

pool, and the park headquarters and interpretive cen-
ter where visitors may obtain bird lists and trail maps. 
Click here to see a list of some of the species you may 

encounter.  

Thirteen cabins are available with kitchens. Reserva-
tions must be made in advance. Call the Park at 479-

761-3325. For the more hardy, over 100 campsites are 
available, all of which are situated near  

Lee Creek. 

Each participant is responsible for his or her own meals 
and for registering for a cabin or campsite. Click here 
for room rates. Find six friends and you can enjoy a 
cabin with 3 bedrooms, kitchen, and spa tub for a 

mere $30 each a night! 

Please book your tent site or cabin and RSVP to 
 Michael Harvey as soon as possible. 

P.S.: If you are unable to participate in our first Annual 
BIG Day Birdathon, April 16th, this would be a great  

Saturday to conduct your traditional Birdathon! 

DEVIL'S DEN STATE PARK 

OVERNIGHT FIELD TRIP 

APRIL 8-10 
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April 
2 OBGA birding field trip; meet at noon in north 

parking lot; Leader, Les Imboden 

7 2011 PCAS Research Awards & Reports from 
2010 Recipients, 7 PM, Rm 014 Ag Hall.   

8-10  Devil’s Den Overnight Field Trip; carpool 3:30 
PM from parking lot on Lewis across from Munici-
pal Bldg. See details, right. 

13 Last day to register for Big Day BIRDATHON 

16 BIG DAY BIRDATHON, 12 AM to 6 PM, Tim 
O‘Connell, Coordinator; the competition will con-
clude at 6 PM on April 16th with a Tally Rally and 
cookout at PCAS President Tim O‘Connell‘s house, 
1115 North Jefferson St., Stillwater.  

16 Sooner Lake field trip; Leaders: Les Imboden & 
Jim Cowley; meet at 8:30 AM at Big Lots! To en-
sure entry to the OG&E plant, participants must 
notify Les Imboden no later than April 13th. 

May 
5 Bird Walk, Tim O‘Connell, Leader; check website 

for details 

14 Pecan Springs Quail Preserve Bird & Break-
fast; Les Imboden, host 

31 Conclusion Traditional BIRDATHON fund-
raiser; Grand Prize winner announced at the 
opening potluck meeting September 1st.  

P.S. All Big Day and Traditional BIRDATHON do-
nations and pledges must be collected and turned 
in to the PCAS treasurer by June 7. 

News from the Audubon Network 

http://bit.ly/e3kF5C.
http://bit.ly/e3kF5C.
http://www.paynecountyaudubon.com/docs/DevilsDenSPbirds.pdf
http://www.arkansasstateparks.com/images/pdfs/fees/Devil's%20Den.pdf
mailto:mrharve@okstate.edu
mailto:tim.oconnell@okstate.edu
mailto:lesnpat@yahoo.com
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C o n n e c t i o n s 

 ‗Amazing‘ albatross raises chick at 60 They call her 
Wisdom, a 60-something Laysan albatross, and fed-
eral scientists report she has become the oldest 
known wild bird to raise a chick. Click link above to 
read the rest of this amazing USA Today article sub-
mitted by Jerry Wilhm. 

 Gull steals from World‘s Laziest Cat 

 Third Annual ―Funky Nests in Funky Places‖ Contest 

 Best Rare Bird photos of 2010 named 

 Join Cornell Lab‘s spring Nest Watch program. 

 The northern bald ibis was considered extinct in 
Syria for more than 70 years. Rediscovered in 2002, 
the ibis‘s fate hangs upon the thread of today‘s con-
servation efforts. Read about this symbolic bird and 
some of the surprising individuals who are working 
to save it from extinction.  

 Flooding farms on purpose after the BP spill. 

 The Crossley ID Guide: Turning Birding Upside 
Down! Princeton University Press. Submitted by SPL 
Cataloger Jay Criswell. Check it out. 

 Baby Dolphin saved after being dumped in a rice 
field by the Japan 
tsunami. 

 Two-week old Little 
Penguin 

 100 of the World‘s 
Worst Invasive 
Species.  

A 

Feathers  

Rara Avis  
 by Jerry Wilhm 

AND . . . THEY’RE OFF! 

I t was not until the 19th century that it became 
widely accepted that birds escaped the winter by mi-

gration. Some accepted that large birds such as cranes 
and herons could migrate, but were unable to believe 
that smaller species could make these long journeys.1 
They thought that larger species carried smaller birds to 
their wintering areas on their backs. Observing smaller 
birds such as an eastern kingbird harassing a great 
horned owl and actually perching on the owl‘s shoulder 
may have enhanced this thought. As I discussed in the 
February issue of Feathers, small birds as well as large 
birds make significant bodily changes prior to migration. 

Most birds are born with the urge to migrate at the 
appropriate time of the year.2 Young, captive birds that 
have never migrated exhibit migratory restlessness and 
try to leap in the direction of travel that would take them 
to their wintering feeding grounds. Young birds often fly 
with their parents, but some migrate to places they 
never visited before.3 A bird must be able to orient itself 
in the correct direction and be able to judge its position 
while flying. Orientation may be related to the position 
of the sun and the stars or the earth‘s magnetic field. 
Birds taken from their normal breeding grounds can find 
their way back. A Manx Shearwater was removed from 
its nest off the coast of Wales and carried to Boston, 
Massachusetts. Just 12 days later, it was back in its 
nest, having flown 3,400 miles over unfamiliar water. 

Most of us are familiar with the north-south migra-
tion of birds such as the scissor-tailed flycatcher and the 
goldfinch. In contrast, Vermillion flycatchers are south-
north migrants, migrating from southern South America 
to Uruguay.4 Redwings are east-west migrants breeding 
across Russia and northern Europe and wintering in 
western and southern Europe. The blue grouse of the 
Rocky Mountains are altitudinal migrants. They breed at 
low altitudes in deciduous woodland clearings feeding on 
berries and insects and move up the mountains to conif-
erous woodland where they feed on pine needles. 

Some birds migrate nonstop. The Arctic tern is the 
champion long-distance migrant traveling nearly 19,000 
miles between the Arctic and the Antarctic. This is possi-
ble because the terns can feed on fish during their jour-
ney. However, most birds show a preference to fly at a 
certain time of day which enables them to stop to rest 
and feed. Many soaring birds such as hawks migrate by 
day traveling inland and catching the rising air. Migrants 
that depend on these thermals rarely stir until several 
hours after dawn and stop the day‘s flight by mid-
afternoon. This method of migrating is so energy-
efficient that they do not require much feeding. Most 

songbirds travel at night spending the day resting and 
feeding. It is thought that the lower night temperatures 
make better flying conditions. 

In this series of four articles on migration, I have 
discussed the centuries-long acceptance of hibernation 
and the slow acceptance of migration as an explanation 
of where birds go in winter, structural and behavioral 
changes associated with migration, and, in this final mi-
gration article, the actual migration. 
__________________ 

 1. Migration of Birds, Northern Prairie Wildlife Research 
Center, USGS, 05 Nov 10.  

 2. Christina Wilsdon, Birds, ISBN 10:0-06-089114-9, 2006. 

  3. Sandy Pinto, Birds:The Definitive Visual Guide, Audubon, 
ISBN 978-0-7566-3153-6, 2007.  

 4. Jonathan Elpnick (ed.), The Atlas of Bird Migration, ISBN 
0-679-43827-0, 1995.  
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http://www.usatoday.com/tech/science/environment/2011-03-09-bird09_ST_N.htm
http://www.flixxy.com/seagull-and-cat.htm
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/celebration/challenge/funky-nests-2011
http://news.yahoo.com/s/yblog_upshot/20110305/sc_yblog_upshot/best-rare-bird-photos-of-2010-named
http://www.NestWatch.org
http://blogs.nationalgeographic.com/blogs/news/chiefeditor/2011/03/northern-bald-ibis-syria.html
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/news/environment-news/nsf-oil-flooded-fields-vin.html
http://cl.publicaster.com/ViewInBrowser.aspx?pubids=7143%7c6887%7c0297&digest=8rOSWl8QYeooEUHtcQ%2bC2w&sysid=1
http://cl.publicaster.com/ViewInBrowser.aspx?pubids=7143%7c6887%7c0297&digest=8rOSWl8QYeooEUHtcQ%2bC2w&sysid=1
http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20110323/lf_nm_life/us_japan_dolphin
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthpicturegalleries/8289005/Animal-pictures-of-the-week-28-January-2011.html?image=11
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthpicturegalleries/8289005/Animal-pictures-of-the-week-28-January-2011.html?image=11
http://www.issg.org/pdf/publications/worst_100/english_100_worst.pdf
http://www.issg.org/pdf/publications/worst_100/english_100_worst.pdf
http://www.issg.org/pdf/publications/worst_100/english_100_worst.pdf


 

www.paynecountyaudubon.com 

Foxy. 
Pulled into the lane about 8:30 PM after our March 
meeting and caught a beautiful grey fox crossing the 
yard. We used to have a pair living in this small wood-
land, but we haven‘t seen them in years. Maybe this is 
the beginning of a new family. There are certainly 
plenty of places for them to den along the edges of the 
ravine, and I suspect they are attracted to the mice 
that are attracted to the birdseed we put out. Maybe 
even the quail at the corner game bird farm?   
 

Aerie. 
The Bald Eagle nest on the north side of the Arkansas 
River off Wekiwa Road (first road east [sharp right]
after crossing Keystone Dam) has two eaglets in it.  
    Stopped on Sunday, March 6th, and watched for 10 
minutes or so as the mother tore a fish into strips and 
fed her young. Did not see the male of the pair, but 
saw both the male and female there the weekend after. 
     One of the two Bald Eagle nests on the other side of 
the river off Avery Drive (left off Hwy 51 just before it 
ends at Hwy 97 into Sand Springs) also has eagles 
nesting in it. These nests are fairly close to each other 
a mile or so in on the left side of the road. These nests 
have been constructed or under construction for the 
past two seasons but this is the first time I have seen 
either nest occupied by Bald Eagles. The unoccupied 
nest looks to be smaller and incomplete. 
 

Remote Controlled Bald Eagle. 
In case you were one of the unlucky few who did not 
receive a Hammacher Schlemmer catalog, you are un-
aware that for a mere $499.95, plus shipping, you too, 
can own a remote controlled eagle with a 9½-foot 
wingspan ―powered by a gimbal-mounted engine and 
propeller that provides nimble, multi-directional vector 
movement which replicates the bird‘s agile turns and 
dives.‖  Go here for the catalog photos, a complete de-
scription, and a video of the ―bird‖ in action. 
 

Hip Hip Hip Okay for Miller. 
In late March, Freddy Miller wrote to tell me that she 
was just back from surgery and had enjoyed reading 
the March Feathers. When I asked ―What surgery?‖ she 
sent the following story: 

Hi Susan,  I'll start with the beginning.  

Jan. 2 at night I climb out of my hot tub which is 
on my patio. My hip dislocates - so naturally I can't 
stand. I'm lying on the cement in 19-degee temps, 
naked. I think they say freezing to death is not a 
painful death, but then I thought, ―What if I don't 
die? I might freeze my toes or fingers.‖ I then 
managed to pull myself with my elbows on the 
concrete to my patio door, which, luckily, is a slid-
ing door. I manage to get in and call 911. 

by Susan Walker 

NAMES: ADULTS & YOUNG 

by Jerry Wilhm 

State the name that applies to each of the  
following bird examples. Some have two names. 

Example: Female duck = duck or hen 
                                                   Answers on page 9  

1. Male duck ________________ 

2. Male turkey_______________ 

3. Young eagle_______________ 

4. Baby goose_______________ 

5. Female goose_______________ 

6. Baby crow_______________ 

7. Young owl_______________ 

8. Male swan_______________ 

9. Female swan_______________ 

10. Baby swan_______________ 

11. Fledging pigeon_______________ 

12. Relating to crows_______________ 

13. A nestling hawk_______________ 

14. A male hawk_______________ 

Monthly Quiz 
to Make You a Wiz  

 

Feb. 4, I'm at home doing my floor exercises when 
I dislocate my hip again. This time, due to my last 
experience, I have a life line, and again the ambu-
lance comes and the doctor in ER puts my hip back 
again.  

Feb. 24, I am in Albany, NY, at a ―Wildlife Rehabil-
tors Symposium‖ (I was working at the registration 
desk). I bend down to pick up the newspaper, and 
again my hip dislocates . . . so I get to see the ER 
in Albany.  

   When I come home, I see my orthopedic doctor 
and he realizes that my hip needs to have a new 
ball and socket. I had hip replacement 16 years ago 
and the socket was worn thin. So, that is what I 
had done.  

   I now have a brace that I need to wear. I probably 
will need to wear it for only four more weeks. Erica 
and John will come around April 22, so we plan on 
doing BIRDATHON on the 24th because by then I no 
longer will be homebound.  

  Freddy    

Page 5 April 2011  

http://www.hammacher.com/Product/11827?promo=search
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―Bird‖ Spying  

BY JULIE WATSON, ASSOCIATED PRESS, FEBRUARY 28, 2011 

Tiny spy planes could mimic birds and insects. You'll 
never look at hummingbirds the same again. The Penta-
gon has poured millions of dollars into the development 
of tiny drones inspired by biology, each equipped with 
video and audio equipment that can record sights and 
sounds. 

They could be used to spy, but also to locate people 
inside earthquake-crumpled buildings and detect hazard-
ous chemical leaks. Read the rest of this article here. 

Bird fishing  

Cormorant fishing is a traditional fishing method in 
which fishermen use trained cormorants to fish in rivers. 
Historically, cormorant fishing has taken place in Japan 
and China from around 960 AD. and recorded from other 
places throughout the world. 

To control the birds, the fishermen tie a snare near the 
base of the bird's throat. This prevents the birds from 
swallowing larger fish, which are held in their throat, but 
the birds can swallow smaller fish. When a cormorant has 
caught a fish in its throat, the fisherman brings the bird 
back to the boat and has the bird spit the fish up. Though 
cormorant fishing once was a successful industry, its pri-
mary use today is to serve the tourism industry. 

The types of cormorants used differ based on the 

location. In Gifu, Japan, the Japanese Cormorant (P. 
capillatus) is used; Chinese fishermen often employ Great 
Cormorants (P. carbo). Anhinga, very close relatives of 
cormorants, are also used for this fishing technique on 
occasion.  

Bird Hunting 

Bird hunting also called Falconry or hawking is ―the tak-
ing of wild quarry in 
its natural state and 
habitat by means of a 
trained raptor.‖ 

A falconer flies a 
falcon, a hawk, a 
buteo or even an ea-
gle. In modern fal-
conry the Red-tailed 
Hawk and the Harris 
Hawk are often used. 

Evidence suggests 
that the art of fal-
conry may have be-
gun in Mesopotamia, 
or in China and Mon-
golia, with the earli-
est accounts dating 
to approximately 
2000 BC. 

Bird Postal Service  
The homing pigeon is a variety of domestic pigeon de-
rived from the Rock Pigeon (Columba livia domestica) 
selectively bred to find its way home over extremely long 
distances.  

The wild rock 
pigeon has an 
innate homing 
ability, meaning 
that it will gener-
ally return to its 
own nest and its 
own mate. This 
made it relatively 
easy to breed 
from the birds 
that repeatedly 
found their way 
home over long distances. Flights as long as 1,118 miles 
have been recorded by birds in competition pigeon rac-
ing. Their average flying speed over moderate distances 
of 500 miles is around 50 mph, but speeds of up to 
110 mph have been observed in top racers for short dis-
tances of 100 miles. 

Homing pigeons are referred to as carrier pigeons when 
they are used to carry messages. 

The Egyptians and the Persians first used carrier pi-
geons 3,000 years ago. They also were used to proclaim 
the winner of the Olympics. Carrier pigeons were used as 
early as 1150 in Baghdad and also later by Genghis Khan. 
In 1860, Paul Reuter, who later founded Reuters press  

 

Feathers 

WIKIPEDIA 

A Chinese fisherman with his cormorant on Erhai Lake near 

Dali, Yunnan 

WIKIPEDIA 

Detail of two falconers. Illustration 

from De arte venandi cum avibus, 
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(Continued on page next page) 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20110228/ap_on_re_us/us_hummingbird_drone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cormorant_fishing#cite_note-1#cite_note-1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Peche_cormorans.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Falconry_Book_of_Frederick_II_1240s_detail_falconers.jpg
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By MICHAEL RUBINKAM, Associated Press–Wed Mar 2  

ALLENTOWN, PA – The ―ghost cat‖ is just that. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on Wednesday 
declared the eastern cougar to be extinct, confirming 
a widely held belief among wildlife biologists that na-
tive populations of the big cat were wiped out by man 
a century ago. 

After a lengthy review, federal officials concluded 
there are no breeding populations of cougars — also 
known as pumas, panthers, mountain lions and cata-
mounts — in the eastern United States. Researchers 
believe the eastern cougar subspecies has probably 
been extinct since the 1930s. 

Wednesday's declaration paves the way for the 
eastern cougar to be removed from the endangered 
species list, where it was placed in 1973. The agency's 
decision to declare the eastern cougar extinct does 
not affect the status of the Florida panther, another 
endangered wildcat. 

Some hunters and outdoors enthusiasts have 
long insisted there's a small breeding population of 
eastern cougars, saying the secretive cats have simply 
eluded detection — hence the ―ghost cat‖ moniker. 
The wildlife service said Wednesday it confirmed 108 
sightings between 1900 and 2010, but that these ani-
mals either escaped or were released from captivity, 
or migrated from western states to the Midwest. 

Read the rest of this article. 

agency, used a fleet of over 45 pigeons to deliver news 
and stock prices between Brussels and Aachen, the ter-
minals of early telegraph lines. The outcome of the Battle 
of Waterloo was also first delivered by a pigeon to Eng-
land. Carrier pigeons were also used during both WWI 
and WWII to carry messages across enemy lines.  

Carrier pigeons are still used today to provide emer-
gency communication services following natural disas-
ters, although no longer in Afghanistan. The Taliban has 
banned keeping or using homing pigeons in Afghanistan. 

Read about Winston, a carrier pigeon faster than a com-
puter. Read about Mike Tyson‘s pigeons. 

Bird Early Warning Alarm 
Canaries were 
once regularly used 
in coal mining as an 
early warning sys-
tem. Toxic gases 
such as carbon 
monoxide and 
methane in the 
mine would kill the 
bird before affect-
ing the miners. Be-
cause canaries tend 
to sing much of the 
time, they provided 
both a visual and 
audible cue in this 
respect. The use of 

so called miner's canaries in British mines was phased 
out in 1987. 

Bird as Food Source 
Both birds and their eggs have 
been a primary source of food for 
humans since ancient times. Chick-
ens, turkeys, ducks, and Cornish 
game hen are the main domestic 
birds raised and eaten worldwide. 

In many other countries, however, 
particularly Asia and southeast and 
south central Europe and Cyprus, the 

hunting and smuggling of songbirds for food is big busi-
ness and a serious conservation concern. Read this  
article in pdf. 

(Continued from page 6) 

A Cypriot songbird dish 
known as ambelopoulia  

Songbirds sold for food at a 
Luang Prabang  market. 

 

 

Miner with canary in a cage 

 

 

by Paul A. Johnsgard  

Driving west from Lincoln to 
Grand Island, Nebraska, Paul 
A. Johnsgard remarks, is like 
driving backward in time. ―I 
suspect,‖ he says, ―that the 
migrating cranes of a pre–ice 
age period some ten million 
years ago would fully under-
stand every nuance of the 
crane conversation going on 

today along the Platte.‖  
  Johnsgard has spent nearly a 
half century observing cranes, 
. . . read more 

Just arrived at the SPL in March 

http://www.robirda.com
http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/20110302/ap_on_sc/us_eastern_cougar
http://www.topnews.in/carrier-pigeon-beats-south-africas-telkom-data-transfer-race-2212488
http://www.cbsnews.com/8301-31749_162-20038762-10391698.html
http://www.traffic.org/species-reports/traffic_species_birds2.pdf
http://www.traffic.org/species-reports/traffic_species_birds2.pdf
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/85211.Paul_A_Johnsgard
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/10574538-sandhill-and-whooping-cranes
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1. Drake  

2. Tom 

3. Eaglet  

4. Gosling 

5. Goose /Hen 

6. Chick/Simp 

7. Owlet 

8. Cob 

9. Pen/Hen 

10. Cygnet 

11. Squab 

12. Covine 

13. Eyas 

14. Tiercel 

 

 
 

Feathers 

Woodward, Oklahoma, April 15-21, 2011 

Join the Oklahoma Audubon Council for an amazing prairie experience! See and  
hear the quickly vanishing Lesser Prairie-Chicken displaying on its gobbling grounds. 

Come experience the natural heritage of the high plains of northwestern OK. 

Festival Highlights 

 Lesser Prairie-Chicken viewing from blinds or vans   An opportunity to actively 
participate in protecting the species by helping to mark fences   Field trips led by 
local experts around northwest Oklahoma plus a two night extension to Black Mesa  

 A variety of informative workshops and speakers 
Go to the Festival home page to read more and register. 

ANSWERS TO 

MONTHLY QUIZ 

GREAT BRITAIN — A par-
rot is ruffling feathers at 
the Darlington Zoo by tell-
ing visitors to ―f*** off‖. 

Max the African Grey was 
donated by a previous 
owner who got fed up with 
his chatter. 

The five-year-old also 
mimics car alarms and mo-
bile phone ringtones. 

Keeper Peter Hansom at 
South Park birdhouse in 
Darlington, Co Durham, 
blamed local school-
children for teaching Max 
the obscenity. 

He said: ―He's a bright 
chap and easily picked it 
up. There's no knowing 
when he'll blurt it out. I 
hold my breath when par-
ents stand with small chil-
dren at his cage. 

―Sometimes he will just say 
'hello' or 'bye' but as often 
as not it's 'f*** off'. 

―It's usually when people 
are walking away and least 
expect it. 

________A________ 

TOKYO — When Yosuke 
the parrot flew out of his 
cage and got lost, he did 
exactly what he had been 
taught — recite his name 
and address to a stranger 
willing to help. 

Police rescued the African 
Grey parrot two weeks ago 
from a neighbor's roof in 
the city of Nagareyama, 
near Tokyo. After spending 
a night at the station, Yo-
suke was transferred to a 
nearby veterinary hospital 
while police searched for 

clues, local policeman 
Shinjiro Uemura said. 

Yosuke kept mum with the 
cops, but began chatting 
after a few days with the 
vet. 

―I'm Mr. Yosuke Naka-
mura,‖ the bird told the 
veterinarian, according to 
Uemura. The parrot also 
provided his full home ad-
dress, down to the street 
number, and even enter-

tained the hospital staff by 
singing songs. 

―We checked the address, 
and what do you know, a 
Nakamura family really 
lived there. So we told 
them we've found Yosuke,‖ 
Uemura said. 

The Nakamura family told 
police they had been 
teaching the bird its name 
and address for about two 
years. A 

http://www.okaudubon.org/lektreks2011.pdf
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  

Membership entitles you to receive the National Audubon Society magazine, Audubon. With membership, you also  

automatically become a member of your local chapter, Payne County Audubon Society, receive Feathers, the Chapter‘s  

quarterly newsletter, and participation in the Chapter‘s monthly meetings, field trips, and events.  

Membership 

Yes, I want to join Audubon at the low introduc-
tory rate of $20—that’s 43% off regular dues! 

Two-year membership — $30 

Senior Citizen or student rate — only $15 

I wish to make an additional donation of $___________ 

Please complete and return: 

_______________________________________________ 
Name 
_______________________________________________ 
Address 
_______________________________________________ 
City/State/ZIP 
_______________________________________________ 
e-mail 

(We respect your privacy. Your e-mail address will be used only 
by  PCAS Chapter officers and directors to communicate with you 
about upcoming programs and events.) 

Method of Payment 

 Payment is enclosed       Please bill me 

Dues include $7 for Audubon magazine. Please allow 4-6 
weeks to receive your first issue. 

 The National Audubon Society occasionally makes 
its membership list available to carefully selected  
organizations whose mailings you might find of  
interest. To omit your name from this list, please 
check here. 

The PCAS asks that each member try to volunteer at least 
twice each year. Be careful: This might be fun! Please check 
the activities below that you are interested in. 

Please detach this completed form at the dotted line and 

send it and your check (payable to PCAS for Feathers or 
National Audubon Society for membership) to: 

Payne County Audubon Society 
PO Box 82 
Stillwater, OK 74076 

 Sept. Potluck Opener 
 Nature Day 
 Christmas Bird Count 
 Backyard Bird Count 
 Birdathon 
 Nature Camp 
 Teal Ridge Litter  
 Publicity 
 Elections 

 Oklahoma IBA 
 Programs 
 Field Trips 
 Newsletter/Brochure 
 Website 
 Awards/Scholarships 
 Membership 
 Refreshments 
 Don‘t know; call me 

Payne County Audubon Society 

PO Box 82 
Stillwater, OK 74076 

Chapter Code: C1Z T05 0Z 

Common tern chick begging to be fed . From 

National Geographicôs Nov 2011 My Shot 


