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April 1͓ 2010 Research 
Scholarship Awards; 2009 
ǩɯɴɻɸɭɾɿɴɵɼ Ǩɱɯɵɼɵɱɺʀɿ́ Ǩɱ̷
ports, 7 PM, Rm 119, Stillwa-
ter Public Library 

April 3͓ Birding Field Trip 
to Cimarron Sunrise Farm 
in Ripley, Elaine Stebler, 
leader 

April 16-21͓ Lek Treks & 
More: The Woodward 
Lesser Prairie-Chicken Fes-
tival, hosted by the OK 
Audubon Council  

April 23-25͓ Overnight 
Field Trip. In Search of the 
Black-capped Vireo: Wich-
ita Mountains Wildlife Ref-
uge 

May 8͓ Bird & Breakfast, 
Pecan Springs Quail Pre-
serve, Les & Patty Imboden, 
hosts and field trip leaders 

Any 24-hour period  
March-May͓ BIRDATHON 

May 31-June 4͓ Audubon 
Camp I 

June 7-11͓ Audubon Camp 
II 

June 12͓Birding Field Trip 
to Sycamore Valley; Susan 
Walker, leader 

August 28͓ Local Birding 
Field Trip, Location TBA, 
Michael Harvey, leader 

Secretary Salazar 

Releases New  
ñState of the 

Birdsò Report 
Showing Climate 

Change  
Threatens Hun-

dreds of Species  

MARCH  11, 2010, A USTIN , 
TX  ï Climate change 
threatens to further imperil 
hundreds of species of mi-
gratory birds, already un-
der stress from habitat 
loss, invasive species and 
other environmental 
threats, a new report re-
leased today by Secretary 
of the Interior Ken Salazar 
concludes.  

The State of the Birds: 
2010 Report on Climate 
Change , follows a compre-
hensive report released a 
year ago showing that that 
nearly a third of the na-
tionôs 800 bird species are 
endangered, threatened or 
in significant decline.  

ñFor well over a century, 
migratory birds have faced 
stresses such as commer-
cial hunting, loss of forests, 
the use of DDT and other 
pesticides, a loss of wet-
lands and other key habi-
tat, the introduction of in-
vasive species, and other 
impacts of human develop-
ment,ò Salazar said. ñNow 
they are facing a new 
threat ïclimate change ïthat 
could dramatically alter 
their habitat and food sup-
ply and push many species 
toward extinction.ò 

(Continued on page 4)  

J ump into spring on our exciting April overnight field 
trip to the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge !  

Bring your camera, your binocs, and your bedroll! Get 
out and enjoy two mornings of guided birding (Sat. Nick 
Plata ; Sun. Eric Beck ) and one optional afternoon of 
birding, plus all the wonders of the reserve: The refuge will 
be beautifully bursting into bloom and birdsong at this 
time of year! Bison and elk will be calving, prairie dogs 
piping, and Texas longhorns lowing.  

Carpool will leave the parking lot opposite the Municipal 
Building on Lewis at 3 PM Friday, April 23rd. We will eat 
dinner on the way down and will return on Sunday, April 
25th. Dinner Saturday evening will be at the Meers Gen-
eral Store. (If youôve never had this experience get ready 
for a surprise.)  

Weôll tent at Doris Campground on the Reserve. Indi-
vidual campsites at Doris Campground are on a first -come, 
first -served basis and cannot be reserved, but, we can 
have as many as 8 persons at one site and the park 
ranger assures me we should all be able to find a tent site.  

Those who would prefer a comfy bed and bath can re-
serve an historic cottage or B&B at nearby Medicine Park.  
Click the link above to check out the cabins and B&B ac-
commodations available and make your reservations.  

Brown bag lunch fixings and field snacks will be pro-
vided Saturday and Sunday, but all other meals will be on 
your own.  

If you are planning on attending ðand I hope you are ð
please RSVP to Susan  as soon as possible ! a  

http://www.stateofthebirds.org/
http://www.stateofthebirds.org/
http://www.stateofthebirds.org/
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/oklahoma/wichitamountains/
http://www.medicinepark.com/lodging.php
mailto:bzzyb03@yahoo.com
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Hard to believe that this 
ɹɻɺʀɴ́ɿ Ǘɼɾɵɸ ͮɿʀ ɼɾɻɳɾɭɹ 
will be our last of the sea-
son followed on April 3rd 
by a birding field trip to 
Ǜɸɭɵɺɱ ǩʀɱɮɸɱɾ́ɿ ɼɾɻɼɱɾʀʅ ɵɺ 
Ripley. Then we have our 
very exciting spring field 
trip to the Wichita Moun-
tains Wildlife Refuge where 
I and others hope to chalk 
up our first sighting of a 
Black-capped Vireo. 

While our season winds 
down with the end of the 
school and university year, 
we perk along nicely on 
͂ɿɵɹɹɱɾ̲̓ ɭɸɸ ɿʁɹɹɱɾ̲ ɮɵɾɰ̷
ing and enjoying the out-
doors.  

In May we will enjoy what 
has become our traditional 
Bird & Breakfast at Im-
ɮɻɰɱɺ́ɿ Ǧɱɯɭɺ ǩɼɾɵɺɳɿ 
Quail Preserve. The Im-
ɮɻɰɱɺ́ɿ ɼɸɭɯɱ ɵɿ ɿʁɯɴ ɭɺ 
excellent locale for birds 
that several people begin 
their BIRDATHON at the 
breakfast.  

On June I, will lead a bird-
ing field trip around my 
property in Sycamore Val-
ley in the Hwy 51/108 Tri-
angle. Tim thinks that we 
must have water thrushes 
in the little stream that 
runs through the property, 
ɿɻ ʃɱ́ɸɸ ɿɱɭɾɯɴ ɲɻɾ ʀɴɱɹ̵ 

In August, Michael Harvey 
will lead a local birding 
field trip͓ location TBA. 
And, that, folks, brings us 
to our season potluck 
opener in September. This 
is the program at which we 
elect new officers, and at 
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by Susan Walker  

this time I will be stepping 
down from the PCAS Presi-
dency.  

PCAS officers are elected 
for 2-year terms, and 2010 
ends my tenure. I could 
continue for a second term, 
but I have found that the 
presidency plus my com-
mittee responsibilities see 
me too long on the plan-
ning end, sitting before the 
computer. I also devote 
many hours to helping re-
cruit vendors and volun-
teering for the Audubon 
Ǚɻʁɺɯɵɸ́ɿ ɭɺɺʁɭɸ ǭɻɻɰ̷
ward Lesser Prairie-Chicken 
Festival.  

While I really enjoy all of 
this involvement, I need to 
be out there actively bird-
ing or riding my bike in-
stead of sitting behind the 
computer.  

I have nothing but praise 
for my 2008-2009 Board of 
Directors: Crystal Cork, 
Leslie Elmore, Andy 
George, Jim Ownby, Lou 
Skillern, and Elaine Stebler.  
They had some great en-
ergy and ideas and were 
patient with me in my first 
year as president.  

I would also like to lavish 
praise on my 2009-2010 
Directors, most of whom 
will be continuing in this 
position under a new Ex-
ecutive Board: Jim Cowley, 
Michael Harvey, Ryan Hel-
mer, Sarah Kimball, Jim 
Ownby, and Elaine Stebler.  
Jim Cowley has admirably 
publicized all of our events; 
Michael Harvey volunteered 

to be in charge of 2010-
2011 field trips and has 
already lined up what has 
become our traditional 
spring and fall overnight 
field trips.  

We have also talked about 
putting birding back on 
the PCAS calendar. For a 
while we became so en-
meshed in fundraising and 
the two PCAS education 
programs (Nature Day 
and Audubon Camp) that 
ʃɱ ͂ɲɻɾɳɻʀ̓ ʀɻ ɳɱʀ ɻʁʀ 
there on local birding out-
ings. Those outings have 
now been scheduled 
monthly for 2010-2011. 
Thank you to Ryan Hel-
mer, a falconer, who has 
volunteered to do a 2011 
program. Sarah Kimball, 
our new fundraiser, or-
ganized the first Audubon 
Garage Sale at the Expo 
Center in February. She is 
now busy recruiting and 
educating BIRDATHON 
teams. Jim Ownby for 
many years has done a 
superb job of heading the 
Awards Committee which 
solicits and selects the 
PCAS Helen Miller and 
Edwin Glover scholarship 
winners each year. Thank 
you, Jim. Elaine Stebler 
was invaluable in success-
fully heading the Search 
Committee for our new 
Nature Programs Director. 
Welcome aboard Dani 
Thompson! 

We still have many excit-
ing things ahead before 
next September, so this is 
just an early thank-you, 
not a goodbye.  

Please plan on joining us 
for our overnight field 
trip to the Wichita Moun-
tains Wildlife Refuge, 
April 23-25! The Refuge 
will be spring spectacular! 
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Payne County Audubon Society Spring Field Trip  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P 
lease join us for our Payne County Audubon Society Easter - season bird -watching -visit - the

- farm day SATURDAY, April 3, 2010. Elaine Stebler and Lelia Heading will be hosting this event 

at 10:30 a.m. at the Cimarron Sunrise Farm near Ripley, OK.  

 

Beginning bird watchers, families, and veteran birders will be welcome to experience (what we 

hope will be) a beautiful spring morning in the country. Weôll offer two choices of activities and hope 

that all will be able to come out and enjoy nature at their own comfort level.  

 

Weôll have experienced birders helping beginners learn to identify the birds they see and hear 

and weôll have extra binoculars and bird books to share for the morning. 

 

Choice #1 ï Bird watch while we slowly hike through fields, pastures, woods, and ravines (about 1 ï 2 

miles). Weôll see which species are lurking around the ponds and in the canyon (a water thrush and a 

hermit thrush were spotted just the other day). While not too strenuous, the uneven terrain may be too 

difficult for some.  

 

Choice #2 ï Weôll watch the feeders and get familiar with the common (and not so common) backyard 

birds. Sit and/or stroll leisurely around the main yard area.  

 

Optional ï Check out the orchard, the garden, the chickens, and the horses, but donôt miss out on 

meeting Lyle, the neurologically -challenged mallard and her partner Mr. Mollie.  

 

DIRECTIONS to Cimarron Sunrise Farm (10919 E. 74th Street, Ripley OK):  

 

Coming from the Stillwater area, take Hwy 51 east to Hwy 108 South. Take Hwy 108 south to 74th 

Street (that will be 5.5 miles from Hwy 51). Take 74th St ¼ mile and go straight through the gate and 

into the yard of the red brick house. If you get to the Cimarron River on Hwy 108 or to the town of Rip-

ley, you went too far. Turn around and go back to the first road off to the right.  

 

Coming from the Perkins area, take Hwy 33 east to Hwy 108 and go north through Ripley and 

across the Cimarron River. Watch for the first street off to the right (there is a sign for 74th St). Take 

74th St ¼ mile east and go straight through the gate and into the yard of the red brick house.  

 

More info . . . call Elaine at 405 -747 -1953 (cell)  
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