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Students in Pam Clowerôs 5th grade enrichment class listen at-
tentively to Les Imbodenôs discussion of bird identification 

by Les Imboden  

P am Clower's 5th grade enrichment class  decided 
to join in the Great Backyard Bird Count this year. 

Pam spent time explaining the event to her students, as 
well as discussing bird identification. Then she invited 

me, Les Imboden, to meet with the group on February 4 
to talk about common backyard birds the children might 
see, and to explain how to ID those birds.    
   I brought with me several of Jim Ownby's excellent 
photos of our more colorful winter residents. Pam pro-
jected them on a screen for the kids to see. I talked 

about how to easily check the birds for field marks, and 

explained a bit about bird behavior that helps to decide 
which species a bird is, as well.   a    

P
h

o
to

 L
e

s
 I
m

b
o
d
e
n

 

 

AUDUBON NEWSWIRE , FEB 24: The 2010 Great Backyard Bird Count has been one of the most exciting so far. As 
of today 90,012 checklists have been submitted and over ten million birds counted.   
    The Northern Cardinal is the most - reported bird across the U.S. and Canada, as it has been for the last five 
years. The American Crow is higher on the list than it has been since the West Nile virus took such a toll on this 

species. Over a million American Robins roosting near Saint Petersburg , Florida, pushed the city (and the state) to 
number one of all states reporting. The bird -watching bug bit hard in Tennessee and the state broke into the top 
ten for most checklists submitted. Connecticut, Delaware, and Kentucky have also surpassed previous state check-
list records, as has Nova Scotia, Canada.   a  

P CAS is pleased to announce  
Dani Thompson, an OSU 

Agriculture Communications ma-
jor from Bristow, as our new Na-
ture Programs Director. Welcome 
to the Society, Dani!  

The PCAS Nature Programs 
Director is responsible for being 
Payne County Audubonôs ñroving 
educator.ò This can mean running 
a booth at Earth Day, speaking to 
church and school groups on be-

half of the PCAS, and attending environmental training 
programs. However, Daniôs two primary responsibilities 
are coordinating and directing Nature Day, the first Sun-
day in October, and Audubon Camps I and II the first two 
weeks in June.  

Dani has an impressive resume, including a good deal 
of relevant experience developing and maintaining youth 
activities for CREC and working with Big Brothers/Big Sis-
ters.  

We are fortunate to have such a well - qualified per-
son as our new NPD. But best of all, Dani is enthusiastic 
and eager. She can't wait to get started. She says: ñIôm 
ecstatic about my  new position  as the PCAS Nature Pro-
grams Director."   

Audubon members and the public, are invited to come 
to Brentwood on March 2nd at 7 PM for a 15 -minute Meet 
& Greet to welcome Dani to the PCAS.  

I would like to laud the PCAS NPD Search Committee  
headed by Elaine Stebler and including Les Imboden 
and Tim OôConnell. This trio worked hard to advertise 
the NPD position and managed to find several hours in 
their busy schedules to consider each applicant and inter-
view the top three candidates. Their choice appears to be 
a perfect fit with PCAS. a  

by Susan S. Walker  
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 Well, we did it . . . despite worries: ͂ǭɴɭʀ ɵɲ ʃɱ ɰɻɺ́ʀ ɳɱʀ ɱɺɻʁɳɴ ɰɻɺɭʀɵɻɺɿ̼̓ ͂ǭɴɭʀ ɵɲ ɺɻ ɻɺɱ ɿɴɻʃɿ ʁɼ̼̓  
 PCAS held its first͓of what we hope will be an annual͓Audubon Garage Sale. The sale required planning. It re-
quired work. It required lifting and display skills and sticking an awful lot of stickers on an awful lot of items. But, it was 
ǜǫǤ̹ ǟʀ ʃɭɿ ɼɾɻɲɵʀɭɮɸɱ̵ ǭɱ́ɸɸ ɼɾɻɮɭɮɸʅ ɰɻ ɵʀ ɭɳɭɵɺ ɺɱʄʀ ʅɱɭɾ̲ ɮʁʀ ʃɵʀɴ ɭ ɲɱʃ ʀʃɵɿʀɿ ʀɴɭʀ ʃɱ ɸɱɭɾɺɱɰ ʀɴɵɿ ʅɱɭɾ. 

 ǭɱ ɺɱɱɰɺ́ʀ ɴɭʂɱ ʃɻɾɾɵɱɰ ɭɮɻʁʀ ɰɻɺɭʀɵɻɺɿ̵ ǚɻɺɭʀɱɰ ɵʀɱɹɿ ʃɱɾɱ ɼɸɱɺʀɵɲʁɸ ɭɺɰ ɼɾɱʀʀʅ ɿʀɱɭɰʅ ɲɻɾ ʀɴɱ ɲɵɾɿʀ ɯɻʁɼɸɱ ɻɲ 
hours Friday night, with one donor turning around and buying up all but one of the jigsaw puzzles! We literally had 
everything, including a kitchen sink . . . and a bathroom sink. In addition to the sinks, items included a couple of inter-
esting floor lamps, a three-quarter sized guitar, sleeping bags, Play Station, exercise equipment and weights, an espresso 
maker, coffee makers, toasters and other kitchenware and appliances; bedding and towels, pet towers and carriers, a 
computer monitor and other electronics, kids bikes, high chair and baby equipment, coffee table, in-line and ice skates, 
ɿʀʁɲɲɱɰ ʀɻʅɿ ɭɺɰ ɷɵɰ́ɿ ɳɭɹɱɿ̲ ɭɺɰ ɸɻʀɿ ɭɺɰ ɸɻʀɿ ɻɲ ɮɻɻɷɿ ɭɺɰ ɼɾɵɺʀɿ̲ ɭɹɻɺɳ ɭ ɳɻɻɰ ɹɭɺʅ ɻʀɴɱɾ ɵʀɱɹɿ̵ 

 On Friday night, from 4 until 8 PM, Suz & Jim Cowley, Michael Harvey, Ryan Helmer, Les & Patty Imboden, Sarah 
ǡɵɹɮɭɸɸ̲ Ǫɵɹ ǥ́Ǚɻɺɺɱɸɸ̲ and I (Susan Walker) helped people unload and worked to sort, display, and label the items as 
they came in. Jerry Wilhm was the first vehicle on Friday to offload donated items. Jerry was scheduled to work on Sat-
ʁɾɰɭʅ̲ ɮʁʀ ɼʁɸɸɱɰ ɴɵɿ ɮɭɯɷ ɻʁʀ ɿɻ ɯɻʁɸɰɺ́ʀ ɿɵʀ ɻɾ ɸɵɲʀ̵  Ǫɴɭɺɷ ʅɻʁ ʀɻ ɭɸɸ ʃɴɻ ɴɱɸɼɱɰ ɿɱʀ ʁɼ ɭɺɰ ɼɾɵɯɱ ɵʀɱɹɿ̲ ɭɺɰ ʀɻ ɭɸɸ ʃɴɻ 
donated items, donors names being too many to list!  

 The Cowleys and I locked up and were leaving the parking lot at 8 PM Friday when a pickup rolled in.  

 ͂Ǘɾɱ ʅɻʁ ɸɻɻɷɵɺɳ ʀɻ ɰɾɻɼ ɻɲɲ ɿɻɹɱʀɴɵɺɳ ɲɻɾ ʀɴɱ Ǘʁɰʁɮɻɺ ǝɭɾɭɳɱ ǩɭɸɱ̼̓ ǟ ɭɿɷɱɰ 

 ͂Ǥɻ̵ ǟ́ɹ ɼɵɯɷɵɺɳ ʁɼ ɭ ɲɾɵɱɺɰ̵ ǘʁʀ ɴɱɾɱ̲ ǟ ɴɭʂɱ ɭ ɾɻɯɷɵɺɳ ɯɴɭɵɾ ɵɺ ʀɴɱ ɮɭɯɷ ʅɻʁ ɯɭɺ ɴɭʂɱ̵̓ 

 With that he handed me a nice little bentwood rocker, which I added to the sale items. The equivalent of making an 
on-the-spot $20 donation. 

 ǭɱ ɺɱɱɰɺ́ʀ ɴɭʂɱ ʃɻɾɾɵɱɰ ɭɮɻʁʀ ɮʁʅɱɾɿ ɱɵʀɴɱɾ̵ Ǫɴɱ ɿɭɸɱ ɮɱɳɭɺ ɭʀ ; AM, but at 7:50 AM the parking lot was loaded 
and we had people peering through the doors asking to come in for a quick look around. We (Suz & Jim Cowley, Les 
ǟɹɮɻɰɱɺ̲ ǩɭɾɭɴ ǡɵɹɮɭɸɸ̲ Ǫɵɹ ǥ́Ǚɻɺɺɱɸɸ̲ Ǫɻɺʅ̲ an Expo Center employee, and I) held off the hordes until 9, and then it 
was chaos for an hour or so until that first large wave of buyers cleared out.  

 After the sale, Les Imboden hitched up his trailer and hauled all unsold items to Habitat Restore and Goodwill. Sarah 
Kimball took unsold books to the SPL. A special thank-you to Sarah, for coordinating this fundraising effort, and to Les, 
our post-sale hauler. Both worked very hard on this fundraiser. 

 It was a good first effort: we grossed $735.55, and͓after deducting room, advertising, and materials  
expenses͓netted $465.55, which will be a big help in funding Nature Day and our Nature Camps. a  
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