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Let's Talk About It, Oklahoma Book Discussion Series at SPL March 8 & 29

by Linda Reynolds, Director, Stillwater Public Library

Living o the Environmant
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The Stillwater Public
Library and Friends of the
OSU Library have part-
nered to present a reading
and discussion series
“Living in the Environ-
ment: Humans in the
Natural World” as part of
the statewide “Let’s Talk
About It, Oklahoma” pro-
ject of the Oklahoma Hu-
manities Council with fund-
ing from the National En-
dowment for the Humani-
ties. This series is funded
by a grant from Kirkpatrick
Family Fund.

Each program opens
with a humanities scholar
providing information
about the selected book,
its author and its relation-
ship to the series. Follow-
ing the scholar’s presenta-
tion, participants break
into small groups with a
discussion leader sharing
questions provided by the
scholar. The evening ends
with final comments from
the scholar.

The final two programs
will be from 6:30-8:30 pM
at the Stillwater Public

Library on Tuesday
Mar 8 and Mar 29.

Dr. Harbour Winn,
from Oklahoma City
University, will join us
Mar 8 for discussion of
The Voice of the De-
sert by Joseph Wood
Krutch.

According to the
LTAI brochure for this
series, “Krutch was a
Columbia University
humanist and philoso-
pher turned natural-
ist. He became an award-
winning nature writer who
has been lauded for his
writing and science. . . .
The Voice of the Desert is
a book about nature, about
the changes in nature
through time, and about
human relationships with
nature, all set in the
southwestern deserts of
the United States.”

On March 29, Dr. Brad
Agnew, from Northeastern
State University, will lead
a discussion on Rising from
the Plains by John McPhee.
“McPhee weaves together
two tales in this book: the
story of the complex and
intricate geology of pre-
sent day Wyoming and the
story of a geologist and his
family who reflect the rug-
gedness of the setting...
McPhee establishes himself
as the chronicler of the
tale while letting the ex-
pert geologist, David Love,
teach about the history of
the landscape and the peo-
ple of Wyoming.”

These programs are free
and open to the public.

Refreshments are pro-
vided by the Friends of
the Stillwater Public Li-
brary.

For more information
or to obtain a copy of
either book, contact the
Help Desk at the Stillwa-
ter Public Library by
email at askalibrarian@
stillwater. org or call
405.372.3633 ext. 106.
The Oklahoma Humani-
ties Council is an inde-
pendent, nonprofit or-
ganization whose mission
is to provide meaningful
public engagement with
the humanities—
disciplines such as his-

tory, literature, film stud-
ies, art criticism, and phi-
losophy.

As the state partner for
the National Endowment
for the Humanities, OHC
provides teacher insti-
tutes, Smithsonian exhib-
its, reading groups, and
other cultural opportuni-
ties for Oklahomans of all
ages. With a focus on K-
12 education and com-
munity building, OHC en-
gages people in their own
communities, stimulating
discussion and helping
them explore the wider
world of human experi-
ence. 4
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by Tim O’Connell

27 February 2011

One hundred and fifty. You read that
right: one hundred and fifty. That's the
new record number of checklists that
have been submitted from Stillwater to
the Great Backyard Bird Count (and there

are still two more days for people to enter

their lists).

For the 6 year in a row, Stillwater has
led the state in participation in the GBBC!
This is the 5™ year we've led the state
with number of species tallied and the 5
year that at least 100 checklists were en-
tered: No other city in the state has ever
had more than 100 checklists entered. In
fact, our 150 this year beats such tradi-
tionally birdy towns as Ithaca, NY (133),
Cape May, NJ (8), Amesbury, MA (14),
Galveston, TX (3), and Morro Bay, CA
(5). We're even beating some big, birdy
cities like Houston, TX (148) and Wash-
ington, DC (70). For a little town off the
beaten path, our beloved Stillwater is
really making waves with the GBBC!

Now before we got too cocky, I know
that a good bit of our success in this
event stems from folks entering
“Stillwater” for places as widely sepa-
rated as Teal Ridge Wetland and Lake
McMurtry. Our small town covers a big
area. We also benefit from a bit of brib-
ery and a groundswell of OSU students
who are happy to enter GBBC checklists
for some bonus points in class. But why
we've been so dominant isn’t really the
interesting part, it's merely the fact that
we are.

Citizen science programs like the
GBBC work when a critical mass of those
citizens participate in the program. We
can’t say much about the distribution
and abundance of Harris’s Sparrow (to
take just one prominent example) in the
state if only 10 checklists are submitted.
We need hundreds of checklists from
each state to be able to answer the
questions the GBBC hopes to answer.
Here in Stillwater, we're doing our part.

Now here comes the challenge. Espe-
cially for you young people who've just

completed your first GBBC, don't let it be
your last. Whether you're in Stillwater or
not this time next year, you’ll hear about
the GBBC. You might not, however, have
“local vocal” cajoling you into participat-
ing. That's OK. Do it anyway. We need

your data. Besides, didn’t you have fun?
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Woodward Oklahoma, April 15-21, 2011

Join the Oklahoma Audubon Council for an amazing prairie experience! See and hear
the quickly vanishing Lesser Prairie-Chicken displaying on its gobbling grounds. Come
share and experience the natural heritage of the high plains of northwestern OK.

Festival Highlights
® | esser Prairie-Chicken viewing from blinds or vans @ An opportunity to actively
participate in protecting the species by helping to mark fences ® Field trips led by
local experts around northwest Oklahoma plus a two night extension to Black Mesa
® A variety of informative workshops and speakers
Go to the Festival home page to read more and register.

Photo John Kennlngton

EXECUTIVE BOARD DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT, Tim O’Connell,
tim.oconnell@okstate.edu

VICE PRESIDENT, Susan Walker,
bzzyb03@yahoo.com

SECRETARY, Jerry Wilhm
stwwilhm@brightok.net

TREASURER, Les Imboden,
lesnpat@yahoo.com

DIRECTORS

Jay Burtka,
jay.burtka@okstate.edu
Jim Cowley,
cowunit@aol.com

Andrew Crosby
andrew.crosby@okstate.edu

Damona Doye
damona.doye@okstate.edu
Michael Harvey,
mrharve@okstate.edu
Ryan Helmer,
w.ryan00@yahoo.com
Sarah Kimball,
sarah.kimball@okstate.edu

Freddy Miller,
loma@suddenlink.net

COMMITTEE CONTACTS

AWARDS
Jim Ownby,
james.ownby@okstate.edu

BROCHURE, FEATHERS
Susan Walker,
bzzyb03@yahoo.com

FIELD TRIPS
Michael Harvey,
mrharve@okstate.edu

FUNDRAISING/BIRDATHON
Sarah Kimball,
sarah.kimball@okstate.edu

GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT
Pat Jaynes,
patjaynes@sbcglobal.net

HISTORIAN/PUBLICIST
Suz & Jim Cowley,
cowunit@aol.com

KAW LAKE EAGLE WATCH
Lu Skillern
luskillern@sbcglobal.net

OK AUDUBON COUNCIL REPS
Michael Harvey & Les Imboden,
mrharve@okstate.edu
lesnpat@yahoo.com

REFRESHMENTS, MEMBERSHIP
Iris McPherson,
imcpherson@sbcglobal.net

SOONER LAKE CBC
John Couch,
jrcouch60@yahoo.com

STILLWATER CBC
Jim Ownby & Tim O’Connell
james.ownby@okstate.edu

tim.oconnell@okstate.edu

TEAL RIDGE LITTER
Member volunteers on rotation

WEBMISTRESS
Susan Walker,
webmistress@paynecounty
audubon.com

www.paynecountyaudubon.com



http://www.okaudubon.org/lektreks2011.pdf

March 2011

Page 3

Rara Avis

by Jerry Wilhm
GETTING READY TO MIGRATE

Birds are not strong animals. In order for them to
migrate hundreds or even thousands of miles, they
must make significant changes. The factors that direct
these changes are complex and not completely under-
stood. Considerable evidence suggests that birds have
evolved a build-in “clock” that directs migratory activi-
ties as well as other seasonal activities such as breeding,
molting, and roosting. A bird’s annual cycles is also
thought to be influenced by external conditions such as
changes in the length of day or photoperiod. Seasonal
changes in photoperiod is thought to play a major role in
stimulating the production of hormones which influence
changes in seasonal structure and behavior.

Many northern species leave their summer habitats
while the weather is still warm and food is available. The
birds could not know that food will eventually become
scarce. Birds kept in constant light year-round in the
laboratory indicate their desire to migrate at the appro-
priate time by restless behavior and whirring of wings,
especially after dusk. Young captive birds that have
never migrated will become restless at their usual time
of migration. It was once commonly believed that if you
delay taking down hummingbird feeders, the birds will
remain and eventually freeze. However, the humming
birds migrate at a particular time regardless of the food
available.

Migration requires a tremendous amount of fuel
which birds store as fat.? Fat accumulates in body cavi-
ties, internal organs, muscles, and especially under the
skin. They experience a surge in feeding and may switch
from eating one type of food to another. Changes in food
-processing ability quickly turns food into stored fat.
Many of us have noted an increase in the number and
duration of visits by humming birds to our feeders in late
summer and early autumn. British garden warblers,
which normally weight about 12 grams, added 4 grams
of fat prior to beginning their migration. A blackpoll war-
bler was found to almost double its weight prior to mi-
grating.

A bird must tone up its entire physique. Its major
flight muscles increase in size. In an average-sized bird
the flight muscles may weight 2 to 2.5 grams and in-
crease to 3 grams prior to migration. Also, the flight
feathers of birds undergo wear and tear during the jour-
ney. Many birds prepare for this by molting and thus
starting migration with new flight feathers.

The bird now has lots of store fuel, stronger flight
muscles, and new flight feathers and is prepared to mi-
grate. In the article in the April edition of Feathers, I will
discuss the actual migratory flight.

1Christina Wilsdon, Birds, ISBN 10:0-06-089114-9, 2006

2Jonathan Elphick (ed.), The Atlas of Bird Migration, ISBN 0-
679-43827-0, 19951Christina Wilsdon, Birds, ISBN 10:0-06-
089114-9, 2006

Active Harpy Eagle Nest Found in Maya

Mountains of Belize
ScienceDaily (Feb. 16, 2011) — Jamie Rotenberg, UNC
Wilmington assistant professor of environmental stud-
ies, along with researchers at the Belize Foundation for
Research and Environmental Education (BFREE), is
studying what is thought to be the first active Harpy
Eagle nest ever recorded in Belize, where the predatory
birds were previously thought to be extinct. Two adult
Harpies and one five-week old nestling were discovered
in November, when Belizean technicians were patrolling
the Bladen Nature Reserve in the Mayan Mountains of
Belize Read the rest of the article here.

New Bird to Science Emphasizes the
Critical need to Conserve the Remaining

Dry Forests of Madagascar
ScienceDaily (Feb. 25, 2011) — In a recent issue of the
scientific journal Zootaxa, researchers from Madagascar
and the United States described a new species of forest
-dwelling rail. The new bird was named Mentocrex
beankaensis, with the genus Mentocrex being endemic
to Madagascar and the new species beankaensis being
coined after the type locality, the Beanka Forest in
western central Madagascar. This species was distin-
guished from another in the same genus, known from
the eastern portion of the island, based on aspects of
size, plumage, and DNA. Read the rest of this article
here.

The Decline of the
Tasmanian Devil

by Mike Krumboltz painful and gruesome

Yahoo Buzz, Jan 19, 2011

he Tasmanian Devil

has a reputation for
being an unstoppable force
of energy and destruction
(thanks, of course, to the
cartoon character). But in
the real world, the species
is facing an epic struggle
for survival, and it appears
to be losing.

The species has seen its
population plummet over
the last several years. The
reason has to do with a
type of infectious cancer
called devil facial tumor
disease.

Scientific American re-
ports that the disease has
“has killed off as much as
90 percent” of the popula-
tion. The animals die in

ways.

Experts believe there
are only about 2,000 Tas-
manian Devils left in the
wild. Scientific American
explains that “the animals
only hope lies in isolating
disease-free captive popu-
lations.”

’

Check out a selection of
photos of the Tasmanian
devil over at Flickr. <

Photo: Fliker, Kah Kit Yoong
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v I n M Yard A male Robin flies in and lands close - by. He makes a
y sound like a clucking chicken, drops to the ground and
== by Joyce Konigmacher strolls over to the patio. Another male makes the mis-
take of approaching while the first one is in the imme-
diate area. A squabble ensues, as both birds make a bid
for the territory. Maybe the female is nearby and they
are trying to impress her. One bird concedes, flies off
to land in a tree, then comes
has taken his raisin -rewards and vacated the area.

he unnaturally pleasant smell

of a neighboros f
dryer sheets combines with the aroma of

a homemade lasagna, fragrant and hot from the oven.

| am sitting outdoors on the patio, in the sunshine. |

have the windows and doors open, because the

weather has finally become pleasant, after 3PM on In the meantime, a pair of Downy Woodpeckers has
Sunday afternoon. visited the suet, as has a Brown Creeper. The Yellow -
bellied Sapsucker is circling the trunk of the sweet -
gum, checking on his series of sap -holes. He waits for
the Brown Creeper to leave the suet feeder, and then

he hitches his way down the trunk to the suet for a

Daffodil swords are 5 - 6 inches tall, and blossoms
will probably open on Monday or Tuesday. One lone
pale yellow miniature daffodil opened today, but |
havendt the heart to cut

. . G : 'snack.
hate to reward its valiant effort by killing it, so | will
sit on the patio in the sunshine and enjoy the single Fox Sparrows do their sunflower - shuffle on the
blossom as it wafts in the breeze. ground and mulch flies everywhere. Cardinals and Dark -

eyed Juncos, and White -crowned Sparrows also par-

Before | sat down, | made sure that the feeders .
take of my offerings

were filled, the suet supply was adequate, seed had

been spread on the ground for the ground -feeders, It has been a pleasant afternoon, and a brief res-

and that the raisin and peanut butter dish was pite from the hordes of blackbirds, starlings and

stocked. Once | sat down, | brown-headed cowbirds. | dislike
up and down over and over to feed the hordes. even capitalize their names. They arrive in such large,

noisy, greedy groups that they intimidate all of the

The minor dramas begin to unfold ... other birds. | bet they have their own union. 4

Shortly after | sat down, a mockingbird came to
the raisin - peanut butter dish, which sat about 6 feet

away from where | was. The b,ird seemed wary at %% %%%%%% %%%% %% %
first, but then decided that I not
threat. It left, and then the mockingbird that ap- ”m M)enlb’s

proaches from the north came in. This bird has a

weird area on its left breast. The feathers look ex- St|"Wate|‘ Frances Stromberg
actly like an exotic dancer 6s ergﬁ”enThIS b i $hgilafhamag ¢ ¢
coming to the peanut -butter and raisin dish for three rown Vicki Van Hoo

o Kenneth Conway Sarah Westcott
years now, so the feather deformation is apparently Mr. & Mrs. Sharon Wright
not debilitating, although | have seen it cause balance Sidney Ewing
problems for the bird, if she lands in a position so Mason Fauss Oklahoma City
that prevailing winds catch the feather  -fan and tip II\E/I(Ij(IE]I’\(gK Eg\:vt(ianl?ibrar Jenna Donnell
her over to one side. Georgie Meberg Y Perkins
Later, a female Robin approaches.  She lands on the Ken Morris Helen Robey

fence, then flies closer, and lands on the back of a Lori Robertson

T L Donald Rose Perr
chair, right next to the raisin dish. She turns her Luke Schatz Wrg‘alret Oneyear

head, and eyeballs me for about 30 seconds, hops onto

the dish, takes two raisins and flies off. %% %%%%%% %%%% %% %

www.paynecountyaudubon.com
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UHEYN FEVER
URESEXRVAIYONS

Susan S. Walker

STILLWATER, FEBRUARY 4—my fourth day of being
snowaed in. I've set up the trainer facing the deck feed-
ers, so pedal away watching the birds that come and go.

There are flocks of American Goldfinch and Dark-
eyed Juncos. The juncos mostly work the seed that has
fallen to the deck. The goldfinch cover the tube and wire-
mesh feeders and frame the tray feeders in a fluttering,
ever-changing group. They displace each other with a few
well-placed pecks. Among them are Purple Finches—the
female with her distinctive cheek patch and stripes—
Carolina Chickadees, and Tufted Titmice.

The chickadees are always the first back after I fill
the feeders, sometimes brazenly arriving while I am still
filling. Unlike the goldfinches, the chickadees don't stay
long. They steal a seed and fly off to eat it.

There were no Blue Jays until this cold and snow. Now
four of them work the deck seed, as well as at least 14
Northern Cardinals. The male cardinals are standouts in
the snow. The smaller birds are nervous around the jays
and will not feed near them.

My favorite, the Brown Creeper, actually comes off the
tree and waddles about a patch of windswept deck. It's
legs and body were not built for walking on a horizontal
surface, so it’s comical to see, as it waggles about some-

- thing like a small wind-up toy.
The White-breasted Nuthatch, also separates itself
from the tree, sometimes coming to the deck but more
often working the tray feeder near the tree and the wire-
mesh feeder on the east side of the house over the lawn.

“Our” Carolina Wren sings LOUDLY just before the
front door in mild weather; in winter takes sanctuary in
the wreath at our front door and the abandoned Eastern
Phoebe nests under the carport, too, but today it's actu-
ally on the bird feeders—maybe eating bits of suet?

One year I threw the front alcove wreath out after
Christmas. The wren made such a ruckus that I climbed
down in the ravine, retrieved the wreath, and hung the
browning greenery up again. Peace restored.

There are few sparrows: A handful of Harris’s and four
Fox Sparrows. Seeking seeds, one Fox Sparrow skritches
like a chicken digging itself in over its head in the snow.

A small group of four or five Mourning Doves flutters
down and waddles around under the feeders. The suet in
the feeders also attracts Red-bellied and Downy Wood-
peckers. Two Common Grackles and then five Red-winged
Blackbirds appear, only one female among the RWBBs.

Suddenly all birds disappear. Is it the Sharp-shinned
Hawk? I can’t spot one. Probably the thrum of the trainer
as I pick up to sprint speed. I continue my sweaty spin-
ning, listening to Pink Floyd. A few squirrels continue
squirreling away BOS. Yesterday when it was below 0°F,
they were tucked up in their nests. Today it is 20°F, and
three squirrels, looking like small teapots, squat on the
deck fattening up on seed.

It has begun to snow again. Time to top off the feed-
ers, take a shower, and burn off more cabin fever by
writing up these observations. ¢

Did you know that ...

Turkey Vultures eat

more than carrion?
The Turkey Vulture, con-
trary to popular belief,
does not feed strictly on
carrion. This bird enjoys
plant matter as well, in-
cluding shoreline vegeta-
tion, pumpkin, and bits of

other crops.
National Geographic

Peacocks can fly?
Peacocks can fly, but only
for short distances. The
word “peacock” actually
refers to the male bird but
the word is commonly
used to refer to both sexes

of this species.
Darlene Zagata,
Interesting Facts about Peacocks

Robins use their
eyes not their ears

to find earthworms?
Robins find earthworms
not by hearing them, but
by cocking their head to
the side so that they can
see. They have monocular
vision, which means their
eyes are on the sides of
the head, and each eye
can be used independ-
ently. Earthworms make
up about 15% to 20% of a
robin’s summer diet. The
bird can eat up to 14 feet

of earthworms in a day!
Wild Birds Unlimited

Birds don’t always
migrate in flocks?
Though many birds mi-
grate in flocks—Common
Nighthawks, American
Robins, swallows and
European Starlings, for
example—other species
migrate alone.

The most amazing ex-
ample of this is a juvenile
hummingbird that has
never migrated before, yet
knows when to fly, where
to fly, how far to fly, and
when to stop. And it does

this all alone.
BirdsandBlooms.com

One parrot species
builds a 200-pound

nest?

There are over 350 species
of parrot in the world, but
the only species of parrot
that builds a nest is the
Quaker Parrot. The Quak-
ers link their nests to-
gether to form structures
akin to “bird condomini-
ums.” These nests can
reach weights greater than
200 pounds.

About.com

A Quaker Parrot nest site in
Brooklyn, NY. QPs appear to
thrive even in the coldest cli-
mates. Colonies of free-flying
QPs exist in many of our east-
ern states. It is illegal to sell or
own QPs in many U.S. states.

Bird droppings can
make you rich . ..
or at least enrich

your garden soil?
The word “guano” origi-
nates from the Quichua
language of the Inca civili-
zation and means “the
droppings of sea birds.”

Incas collected guano
from the coast of Peru for
use as soil enricher. The
Incas assigned great value
to guano, restricting access
to it and punishing any
disturbance to the birds
with death.

Guano is still an impor-
tant commodity today. Bird
droppings are the chief
export of Nauru, an island
nation in the western Pa-
cific. Wikipedia

4
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i A Little Birdie TOId Me 00k
&‘;r by Susan Walker

January Teal Ridge.
Anna Moyer reports that she and Emily Hiatt picked

up litter at Teal Ridge on Saturday, January 29, assisted
by Matt Anderson, Cleo Szmygiel, both Zoology grad
students, Dan Moore an alum of the zoology depart-
ment, and Amanda West an NREM grad student. The
weather was beautiful, with temps in the mid 70s. In-
teresting things found by the group included a dead
opossum, armadillo, and deer.

Biking & Birding.
Occasionally my cycling and birding interests find those
whose interests mesh, as evidenced by the message
below from Scott Stoodley, one of my new bicycling
contacts:

AMy wife and | just moved
where the birding was awesome and the cycling better! Is
there an active local chapter of Audubon? We belonged to
NH Audubon and participated quite frequently in the fall
hawk migration counts, as
Of course I directed Scott to the website and invited

him to our monthly programs and field trips.

Photo: Michael Han/y

Deepest Condolences.
I know that I extend from all of F#%

us who knew Patty Imboden
the very deepest sympathy to
Les Imboden on Patty’s death
February 11, 2011. She was 64.
In his message telling us of her
death, Les described Patty as
“the love of my life.” The two
had been married for 45 years.

Patty was a very talented
woman, a retired physician who
held all nature in great respect, |
and who nurtured many a bird
or animal back to health. As
those of us on the Red Slough
field trip can attest, she had no
fear of snakes, appearing with a long diamond-backed
water snake that had a damaged eye (photo above),
and appealing to us to help it. Had we been closer to
home, I'm sure Patty would have taken it in and nursed
it back to health. She loved all animals and had a small
flock of fancy chickens as pets, some of which would
even come to her when she called their names.

Patty also had a green thumb. She knew and grew a
variety of plants and trees and even started a small
grape vineyard. Though this petite woman was no taller
than most of the campers, she commanded respect at
Nature Day and our Audubon Nature Camps, teaching
eager campers interesting facts about the plant life
along the trails at Sanborn.

Patty & Les have hosted the PCAS spring Bird &
Breakfast for the past three years, and have also
opened their Pecan Springs Quail Preserve to both the

>

b

w

PCAS and the Sierra Club for what has become another
annual event, Birding & Burgers.

The first time I met Patty, I had to tiptoe through
many pieces of stained wood that were drying on the
driveway and in the garage. These, I learned, were to
be the new Imboden kitchen cupboards. Shown inside
the house, I found the kitchen bare, Patty having torn
out all the old cupboards.

A week or two later I returned and the kitchen cup-
boards were done, complete with shelves, door pulls,
roll out drawers, and swiveling corner cupboards.

“Where on earth did you learn how to do this?” I
asked.

“Well its only a little different than sewing, using a
pattern,” Patty replied, nonchalantly as she showed me
the bathroom and living room cupboards she had made
and installed.

Patty was a “one-er” as they say in England, and will
be missed by all who had the good fortune to know her.

(A Little Birdie Told Me Continued on page 8)
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BIRDS OF A COLOR FLOCK TOGETHER

In Birds of Oklahoma, Stan Tekielaby arranges birds
by color (e.g. birds that are mostly blue). Select from
each array of four birds below, the one you think is in
a different color category than the rest.

Example: In the group: female Mallard, House Spar-
row, Barn Swallow, Greater Roadrunner—Barn Swal-
low would be the answer as it is not mostly brown

1. American Coot, American Crow, Common
Grackle, Killdeer.

2. Eastern Bluebird, male Indigo Bunting, Eastern
Kingbird, male Belted Kingfisher.

3. Carolina Chickadee, Carolina Wren, Song Spar-
row, Barred Owl.

4. Catbird, Mourning Dove, Northern Mockingbird,
male Dark-eyed Junco.

5. Downy Woodpecker, Northern Flicker, Scissor-
tailed Fycatcher, male Lesser Scaup.

6. Summer Tanager, Tufted Titmouse, male North-
ern Cardinal, male Purple Finch.

7. Ring-billed Gull, Cattle Egret, Sandhill Crane,
Great Egret.

8. American Goldfinch, female Orchard Oriole, East-
ern Phoebe, Eastern Meadowlark.

9. White-breasted Nuthatch, Tufted Titmouse,
Cedar Waxwing, Ruby-crowned Kinglet

10. Mississippi Kite, Pine Siskin, female House

Finch, Northern Harrier

www.paynecountyaudubon.com



Scientist finds Gulf of Mexico bottom still oily, dead &;j R

Seth Borenstein, AP Science Writer

WASHINGTON - Oil from
the BP spill remains stuck
on the bottom of the Gulf
of Mexico, according to a
top scientist’s video and
slides that she says dem-
onstrate the oil isn’t de-
grading as hoped and has
decimated life on parts of
the sea floor.

That report is at odds
with a recent report by the
BP spill compensation czar
that said nearly all will be
well by 2012.

At a science conference
in Washington Saturday,
marine scientist Samantha
Joye of the University of
Georgia aired early results
of her December subma-
rine dives around the BP
spill site. She went to
places she had visited in
the summer and expected
the oil and residue from oil
-munching microbes would
be gone by then. It wasn't.

“There's some sort of a
bottleneck we have yet to
identify for why this stuff
doesn’t seem to be de-
grading,” Joye told the
American Association for
the Advancement of Sci-
ence annual conference in
Washington.

Her research and those
of her colleagues contrasts
with other studies that
show a more optimistic
outlook about the health of
the gulf, saying microbes
did great work munching
the oil.

“Magic microbes con-
sumed maybe 10 percent
of the total discharge, the
rest of it we don’t know,”
Joye said, later adding:
“there’s a lot of it out
there.”

The head of the agency
in charge of the health of
the Gulf said Saturday that
she thought that "most of
the oil is gone.” And a De-
partment of Energy scien-

tist, doing
research with
a grant from
BP from be-
fore the spill,
said his ex-
amination of
oil plumes in
the water col-
umn show
that microbes
have done a
“fairly fast”
job of eating
the oil. Law-
rence Berke-
ley National
Lab scientist

|l oose. AWe consistently
TerryHazen 41| these sites,o said
said his re- of the University of
search differs fairly large area |i

Photo: University of Georgia, Samantha Joye

This Dec. 1, 2010 photo provided [to Yahoo] by the
University of Georgia, made from the submarine Al-
vin, shows dead brittle stars on a still-damaged sea
floor about10 miles north of the BP oil rig accident.
Brittle stars are normally bright orange and tightly
wrapped around corals, but these were white and

from Joye's
because they looked at
different places at different
times.

Joye’s research was
more widespread, but has
been slower in being pub-
lished in scientific litera-
ture.

In five different expedi-
tions, the last one in De-
cember, Joye and col-
leagues took 250 cores of
the sea floor and travelled
across 2,600 square miles.
Some of the locations she
had been studying before
the oil spill on April 20 and
said there was a noticeable
change.

Much of the oil she found
on the sea floor —and in
the water column —was
chemically fingerprinted,
proving it comes from the
BP spill. Joye is still waiting
for results to show other
oil samples she tested are
from BP’s Macondo well.

She also showed pictures
of oil-choked bottom-
dwelling creatures. They
included dead crabs and
brittle stars — starfish like
critters that are normally
bright orange and tightly
wrapped around coral.
These brittle stars were

pale, loose and dead. She
also saw tube worms so
full of oil they suffocated.

“This is Macondo oil on
the bottom,” Joye said as
she showed slides. “This is
dead organisms because of
oil being deposited on their
heads.”

Joye said her research
shows that the burning of
oil left soot on the sea
floor, which still had petro-
leum products. And even
more troublesome was the
tremendous amount of
methane from the BP well
that mixed into the Gulf
and was mostly ignored by
other researchers.

Joye and three col-
leagues last week pub-
lished a study in Nature
Geoscience that said the
amount of gas injected
into the Gulf was the
equivalent of between 1.5
and 3 million barrels of oil.
“The gas is an impor-
tant part of understanding
what happened,” said Ian
MacDonald of Florida State
University.

Read the rest of this Sat-
urday, February 12, 2011
Yahoo News article here.

G

White Pelicans in Flight.
Saw a flock of about 30
white pelicans spiraling up
on the updrafts over the
Arkansas River near Tulsa
Saturday, Feb. 26. These
ungainly birds are abso-
lutely beautiful in flight,
looking to me like those
delicate souvenir shell
wind chimes one can buy
at the beach.

Yippee! We did it Again!
Though the tally will not
be final until March 1st, as
of February 28th, Stillwa-
ter had clearly turned in

tHe dnlst GBBT Ehetkdistsh a
NE50) ahEsal the mesg | s t

(a
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counted and turned in
checklists, particularly
Tim O’Connell for rally-
ing his students and Pat
Jaynes, our GBBC chair,
for getting the word out.

Go to “"Connections” on
page 7 to view all state
and national results.

No-Bake Bird’s Nest
Cookies.

Might want to consider
making these easy bird’s
nest chocolate cookies for
a special Easter treat.
Recipe and instructions
can be found at this web-
site. If you are not a
chocolate hound, a cocoa-
nut version can be found
at this website. While on
the subject of cooking,
watch this NYT video and
then make this bread. It's
delicious and couldn’t be
easier. ¥4

www.paynecountyaudubon.com
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http://news.yahoo.com/s/ap/us_sci_oil_spill_lingers
http://www.chocolate-candy-mall.com/no-bake-birds-nest-cookies.html
http://www.chocolate-candy-mall.com/no-bake-birds-nest-cookies.html
http://www.pastrywiz.com/dailyrecipes/recipes/451.htm
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2011/01/26/dining/20110126-bittman.html?ref=dining#No-Knead_Bread_(2006)

Photo: Susan Walker
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Visitors to the Selman Ranch in northern Oklahoma

can observe the mating rituals of the lesser prairie
chicken from late March through early May.

BY RON STAHL, The Oklahoman

TN

t may still be winter,

but beneath the howl of
the frigid wind, you can
almost hear the stirring of
the heart of spring in
northwest Oklahoma. In
about 60 days, the lesser
prairie-chicken breeding
season will begin and so
will a mating ritual older
than recorded history.

Historical journals tell us
that when settlers arrived
in Oklahoma, lesser prairie
-chickens were so numer-
ous that wagons could not
avoid crushing nests along
the trail. Loss of habitat,
red cedar encroachment,
over-hunting in the early
days and predation have
reduced the distribution of
the creature to southwest-
ern Kansas, a portion of
the Oklahoma and Texas
Panhandles, and a small
area of west Texas. In
Oklahoma, the lesser prai-
rie-chicken population may
be just over 2,000, and
they are nearing the brink
of extinction.

x

The Selman Ranch, near
Buffalo, north of Wood-
ward, is one area where
you can see the lesser
prairie chicken in a natural
habitat. The mating season
can begin in late March
and continue through April
and into mid-May. Owner
Sue Selman conducts tours
to see the birds as their
mating ritual plays out in
the leks, or booming
grounds, on her property.
It is a spectacle that can
be life-changing.

“It's hard to describe
what it's like, sitting there
in the blind and listening to
them come in in the dark
and seeing them dance
and prance,” Selman said.
“They’re beautiful little
birds and they're so fun to
watch. You have to be
there to truly appreciate it.”

Selman’s tours are gen-
erally conducted through
the month of April when
the mating season is at its
peak. Visitors sit in blinds
in the lek while the prairie

chicken roosters bob and
weave, dance and pose, in
hopes of attracting the
attention of an amorous
female. The male birds
come back to the same lek
year after year, where
boundaries were estab-
lished long before man
disturbed the cycle.

The dance is familiar
and after a while you real-
ize that you have seen it
before, even if you have
never seen the lesser prai-
rie chicken version. Plains
tribes adopted the intricate
steps of the ritual into
dance and you see varia-
tions of it in American In-
dian dance competitions.

Selman has marked her
fences with white plastic
strips so that the birds can
avoid flying into them. She
has become a champion
for the lesser prairie
chicken in Oklahoma.

For her efforts, the Okla-
homa Audubon Society
named the Selman Ranch
as one of the first two
Oklahoma Important Bird-
ing Areas. The other was
the Salt Plains National
Wildlife Refuge. She is a
woman on a mission to call
attention to the plight of
these endangered natural
treasures.

“It just really makes me
heartsick to think that they
would be gone,” she says.
“Some people don't under-
stand why we should care
but (once) we start losing
species, it's not long be-
fore we're in trouble. And
it's more than just another
bird; it’s a way of life and
it's saying a lot about the
way we take care of the
land or don't take care of
the land.”

There are many species
of birds on the Selman
Ranch and bird watchers
and photographers are be-
coming more aware of its
pristine opportunities for
filling life lists and photo
albumes, but the prairie
chicken is still the star.

The prairie chicken view-
ing tours on the Selman
Ranch have drawn visitors
from all over America to
witness this vanishing spec-
tacle and the city of Wood-
ward and Oklahoma Audu-
bon Society have teamed to
create the Lesser Prairie
Chicken Festival to educate
others about the species.
The 2011 festival will be
April 15-21, with field trips
and workshops.

People who come are
anxious to see this natural
dance of life before it disap-
pears and the call of the
lesser prairie chicken is
heard no more in the rolling
hills of western Oklahoma.

You can find more infor-
mation about the Selman
Ranch and its wildlife view-
ing opportunities on the
Oklahoma Tourism and
Recreation Department
website, TravelOK.com.

Ron Stahl is co-host of
“Integris Discover Okla-
homa.” 4

Searching for RUSties

FEBRUARY 17,2011: John
Couch and I (Susan
Walker) finally found a
storm-free day to go out
and search for Rusty Black-
birds. Though the Blitz had
ended the Sunday before,
we met at 7:30 AmM and
drove to Black Bear Creek
north of Morrison where
Les Imboden had seen a
flock of 40 Rusty Blackbirds
over the Sooner Christmas
Bird Count. Walked the
river and discovered a won-
derful riparian woods with
huge old trees and a resi-
dent barred owl . . . but no
RBBs.

We then drove the back
way to Sooner and Red
Rock Creek where John had
seen RBBs in the past, but
again with no success.

Checked out swampy and
likely areas in between but
spotted nary a Rusty. . . so
sadly, that was our report
to the Blitz organizers. <

www.paynecountyaudubon.com
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1 Say FREEZE! Amazing images of birds captured at
1/8000th of a second by amateur British wildlife
photographer, Roy Hancliff.

Submitted by Jerry Wilhm

1 White Pelicans, Mississippi

Photograph by Annie Griffiths, National Geographic

1 Cattle Egret, Florida
National Geographic Photo of the Day by Troy Lim,
July 11, 2010

| Stillwaterite and returning PCAS member Dana

Cole’s local bird photography album; check out the
Pine Warbler he photographed in Couch Park in Feb.

1 Eve Morgan, of Parks & Rec, enjoyed the pix of The
Eagle Lady’s eagles in the Nov Feathers and points us
to her brother-in-law Cary Anderson’s coverage of
the Eagle Lady on his website Eagle Eye Pictures.
Cary, a photographer, writer, and radio & TV broad-
caster, lives in Palmer, Alaska. Be sure to go to the
“About the Photographer” page.

Mike Tyson'’s love of pigeons.

Baby dolphin deaths spike along U.S. Gulf coasts.

The Great Backyard Bird Count 2011 tally is nearly

complete. Go to this URL to view Top Ten Lists, Map
Room, State Tallies, and Detailed Reports.

To make a prairie it takes a clover and ane B¢

by Emily Dickinson

To make a prairie it takes a
clover and one bee,
One clover, and a bee,

And revery.
The revery alone will do,
If bees are few.

Hope is the thing with feather
by Emily Dickinson

Hope is the thing with feathers
That perches in the soul,
And sings the tune without the words,
And never stops at all,

And sweetest in the gale is heard;
And sore must be the storm
That could abash the little bird
That kept so many warm.

a’sm Nm|lruw eR
And on the strangest sea;
Yet, never, in extremity,
It asked a crumb of me.

el R

Please plan on attending our
spring overnight field trip to
Devil's Den State Park

Plan now to attend this
exciting overnight field trip.
Spring birds will be

A = Abundant!

We're looking at Easter &
Weekend, April 22-24, but if &
too many people have plans
for that weekend, Michael
Harvey, Field Trip Chair,
says that he could squeeze
in the field trip the weekend
of April 8-10. If you would  §
like to attend this field trip,
please contact Michael to let
him know which weekend is
best for you.

A variety of woodland o |
birds can be seen in the park, especially during migra-
tion. Among the summer residents are Blue Grosbeaks,
Indigo Buntings, Orchard and Northern Orioles, Scarlet
and Summer Tanagers, and Wood Thrushes. Four species
of vireos, Warbling, Red-eyed, Yellow-throated, and
White-eyed, nest in their appropriate habitats. Solitary
and Philadelphia vireos may be seen during migration.

At least 14 species of warblers nest in the park!
There is an excellent chance of seeing a Louisiana Water-
thrush feeding along the swifter portions of Lee Creek.
Yellow-throated, Northern Parula, Cerulean, American
dstart, and Black-and-white warblers may be found in
the treetops. Closer to the ground, the Common Yellow-
throat, Hooded, Yellow-breasted Chat, Ovenbird, Ken-
tucky, and Prairie Warblers can be seen. With luck, one
may see Worm-eating and Blue-winged warblers. In April
migrating warblers in breeding plumage are abundant,
most notably the Magnolia, Golden-winged, Blackburnian,
Mourning, and Black-throated Green.

The park is fairly developed. Services include a tiny
restaurant and store, a playground and swimming pool,
and the park headquarters and interpretive center where
visitors may obtain bird lists and trail maps. Thirteen
cabins are available with kitchens. Reservations must be
made well in advance. Call the Park Superintendent at
(501) 761-3325. For the more hardy, over 100 campsites
are available, all of which are situated near Lee Creek.

Each participant is responsible for his or her own
meals and for registering for a cabin or campsite. Click
here for room rates. The more in a cabin the less expen-
sive!

Here's a tentative itinerary. Keep an eye on the web-
site, and contact Michael Harvey to RSVP and to learn
the choice of weekend.

Fri: Carpool from parking lot across the street from the
Municipal Bldg on Lewis, 3:30 pM; dinner on the road

Mg si Nigh® Achdd) cBreindPid Db
Sat morning and afternoon birding

Sun morning birding; leave at noon for return to
Stillwater #

www.paynecountyaudubon.com

Internet Photo


http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1348572/Birds-captured-1-8000th-second-amateur-British-wildlife-photographer.html#ixzz1CCdDIP6s
http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photo-of-the-day/white-pelicans-mississippi/
http://photography.nationalgeographic.com/photography/photo-of-the-day/cattle-egret-florida/
http://www.photoshop.com/users/DanaDCole/albums/3e0c5f55ef2e445d8ff3357fd31810e1
http://www.caryanderson.com
http://sports.yahoo.com/box/news?slug=ki-tysonbirdies022111
http://news.yahoo.com/s/nm/20110222/us_nm/us_dolphins_gulf
http://gbbc.birdsource.org/gbbcApps/top10
mailto:mrharve@okstate.edu
http://www.arkansasstateparks.com/images/pdfs/fees/Devil's%20Den.pdf
mailto:mrharve@okstate.edu
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The Last Word . . .
nowAtheldismoun=

EXTORTION SCHEME

Forktailed-drongos in the Kalahari Desert (located in
South Africa) act as guards for other birds. They scan
for predators and use warning and “all clear” calls to
warn other birds, which can then spend more time look-
ing for food. This behavior allows the other birds to es-
cape, but it is also a protection racket. Drongos often
make false alarm calls and snatch the abandoned food.
Smithsonian Magazine, February 2011, p. 12
Submitted by Jerry Wilhm

WILD BIRD CENTERS OF AMERICA
JOINS BIRDSTARS.ORG

Wild Bird Centers of America has announced its affilia-
tion with BirdStars.org, a consortium of national and
international wild bird organizations known for their ex-
pertise as resources and information about wild birds.

BirdStar members include: Bird Education Network,
Birdzilla.com, Environment for the Americas, National
Bird-Feeding Society, National Wildlife Refuge System
and the Wild Bird Centers of America.

Click here to learn more about these organizations.

@vvv;,"“vvv"v"@

Answers to Quarterly Quiz

1. Killdeer is not mostly black.

2. Eastern Kingbird is not mostly blue.

3. Carolina Chickadee is not mostly brown.

4. Mourning Dove is not mostly gray

5. Northern Flicker is not mostly black and

white.

6. Tufted Titmouse is not mostly red.

7. Sandhill Crane is not mostly white.

8. Eastern Phoebe is not mostly yellow.

9. Cedar Waxing is not mostly gray.

10. Mississippi Kite is not mostly brown
=1 Pinfeathers Crossword Solution
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Membership entitles you to receive the National Audubon Society magazine, Audubon. With membership, you also
automatically become a member of your local chapter, Payne County Audubon Society, receive Feathers, the Chapter’s
quarterly newsletter, and participation in the Chapter’s monthly meetings, field trips, and events.

Membership

O Yes, I want to join Audubon at the low introduc-
tory rate of $20—that’s 43% off regular dues!

O Two-year membership — $30

O Senior Citizen or student rate — only $15
O I wish to make an additional donation of $
Please complete and return:

Name

Address

City/State/ZIP

e-mail

(We respect your privacy. Your e-mail address will be used only
by PCAS Chapter officers and directors to communicate with you
about upcoming programs and events.)

Method of Payment

O Payment is enclosed O Please bill me

Dues include $7 for Audubon magazine. Please allow 4-6
weeks to receive your first issue.

O The National Audubon Society occasionally makes
its membership list available to carefully selected
organizations whose mailings you might find of
interest. To omit your name from this list, please
check here.

The PCAS asks that each member try to volunteer at least
twice each year. Be careful: This might be fun! Please check
the activities below that you are interested in.

O Sept. Potluck Opener O Oklahoma IBA

O Nature Day O Programs

O Christmas Bird Count O Field Trips

O Backyard Bird Count O Newsletter/Brochure
O Birdathon O Website

O Nature Camp

O Teal Ridge Litter
O Publicity

O Elections

O Awards/Scholarships
O Membership

O Refreshments

O Don't know; call me

Please detach this completed form at the dotted line and
send it and your check (payable to National Audubon Soci-
ety) to:

Payne County Audubon Society

PO Box 82

Stillwater, OK 74076

Chapter Code: C1Z TO5 0z
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