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WWW. blrdcount.org

" The 15th
Annual
Great
Backyard

Bird

Discover and help the

birds in your community. Count
It's fun, family-friendly,  —
and educational. \ = et
Free and open to all ages el olOmihology 3 A
a e:.:

and skill levels.

Count and Be
Counted!

Make sure our local birds are represented in the
upcoming Great Backyard Bird Count—they won't count
unless YOU do! Save the dates: the 15th annual GBBC
takes place February 17-20. Everything you need to

know to participate is on the website at
www.birdcount.org, including downloadable instructions,
FAQs, and a how-to video. Get a regional list of the
birds you might see in your area in February so you can
brush up on your identification skills ahead of time. So,
let’s make this year’s GBBC bigger and better than ever,
and do our part to help the birds.

February 2012

WORLD of REPTILES
Thur., February 2, Rm 002 Ag Hall, 7 pm

Reptile-o-phile Dave Zucconi, former Tulsa Zoo
Director, Milwaukee Zoo Reptile Curator, Staten

A Island Zoo volunteer & reptile keeper will reflect on d

his attraction to the world of reptiles and recount

M some interesting experiences he has had with them.

Like many seniors, Zucconi finds it easier to reflect
n “the old days” than to keep up with newer

‘ “i:\ developments. He says he will have his Corn Snake

(Elaphe guttata) with him.

Stlhwater Bird Count Tallies

12,216 Birds of 98 Species

by James Ownby, PCAS, Stillwater CBC Coordinator

On December 17, 2011,
many members and
friends of the Payne
County Audubon Society
participated in the 112%
annual National Audubon
Society Christmas Bird
Count. This local count has
been held each year since
1947. It represents the
longest-running data base
of wintering birds in Still-
water and surrounding
Payne County. Within the
177-square-mile count
area, birders tallied
12,216 individual birds of
98 different species.

Although many small
ponds in the count area
were dry because of the
ongoing drought, geese
and other waterfowl,
observed mainly at Lake
McMurtry and Lake Carl
Blackwell, were found in
numbers typical for this
time of year. American
Robins and Cedar Wax-
wings, however, were less

common than usual,
perhaps owing to the fact
that many small streams
that these birds depend
upon for water were dry.
Among the rarities noted
were Marsh Wren and
Horned Grebe.

The complete unofficial
tally of birds on 12/17/11:

Snow Goose, 15; Ross’s
Goose, 1; Cackling Goose,
347; Canada Goose, 2531;
Gadwall, 226; American
Wigeon, 106; Mallard, 459;
Northern Shoveler, 17;
Northern Pintail, 1; Green-
winged Teal, 41;
Canvasback, 26; Redhead,
53; Ring-necked Duck, 128;
Lesser Scaup, 5; Common
Goldeneye, 13; Bufflehead,
53; Common Merganser, 1;
Hooded Merganser, 61;
Ruddy Duck, 2; Wild
Turkey, 7; Northern
Bobwhite, 6; Pied-billed
Grebe, 13; Horned Grebe,
2; American White Pelican,
(Continued on page 3)
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_ From the
.= President's
& Desk...

by Tim O’Connell

Folks, I need some direction
from you.

When you go to the PCAS web-
site (www.paynecountyaudubon.
com) and check out the first
bullet in the "ABOUT PCAS” list in
the “"About Us” section, you see
this: “Providing opportunities to
observe, enjoy, and study birds
and other wildlife.” Your Officers
and Board of Directors see those
opportunities as fundamental to
engaging our local citizenry in the
mission of our parent National
Audubon Society: “"To conserve
and restore natural ecosystems,
focusing on birds, other wildlife,
and their habitats for the benefit of
humanity and the earth's biological
diversity.”

So, we should be helping peo-
ple in our communities of north-
central Oklahoma learn about and
celebrate our birds and local wild-
life. We should be doing that, at
least in part, to help identify im-
portant issues affecting the conser-
vation of natural ecosystems in our
region. If there are threats to our
regional biodiversity, then the
PCAS should be a leader in grass-
roots conservation efforts to ad-
dress those threats.

Yesterday, I led a nice field trip
to a local park in Stillwater that
we advertised on our website and
through our email list. We had four
attendees who learned about the
field trip through the email list,
and five students of mine who
showed up because I announced
the trip in class and offered bonus

points for attendance. The 10 of
us were a great size group for a
bird walk, and we had a lovely
time. But, the message went out
to at least 170 names on our list,
and several of those are them-
selves portals to other lists with
dozens of recipients.

Although we expect that most
members of an organization
will not attend any one event,
we attracted a tiny fraction of our
membership, maybe 1-2%. That’s
typical too: Many times your
Board of Directors has gone out of
its way to plan events in which the
participants are by-and-large . . .
the Board of Directors.

During February, please take a
moment to tell me what you
want out of the PCAS. (I can be
reached at 405-744-7593 or my
email: tim.oconnell@okstate.edu.

e Do you want us to lead regular
“bird walks” to help beginners
learn their common birds?

e Do you want us to sponsor
trips farther afield to find spe-
cies that don’t normally occur
in Stillwater?

e Are there topics we should ad-
dress in our monthly program-
ming that would be more ap-
pealing to you?

e Are there local conservation
issues for which you think the
PCAS should be playing a more
active role?

Please let me know how we
can better serve our commu-
nity.

Wishing you good birding.

~Tim
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Rara Avis

by Jerry Wilhm

BIRDS IN POEMS

Birds add beauty to many poems as shown in
these passages from A.B. DeMille, Golden Treasury,
Allyn and Bacon, 1948, and from the Internet.

“Come, fill the Cup and in the fire of Spring / Your Win-
ter garment of Repentance flings / The Bird of time has
but a little way to fly / And lo! the Bird is on the Wing.”

Omar Khayyam (1048-1131); Persian mathematical, astronomer, philosopher,
and poet; from The Rubaiyat (circa 1122).

“The Attic warbler pours her throat / Responsive to the
cuckoo’s note / The untaught harmony of Spring / While

whispering pleasure as they fly.”
Thomas Gray (1716-1771), English poet and professor at Cambridge, from Ode
on the Spring.

“The blackbird has fled to another retreat / Where the
hazels afford him a retreat from the heat / And the
scene where his melody charm’d me before / Resounds

with his sweet-flowing ditty no more.”
William Cowper (1731-1800), English poet and hymnodist (wrote hymns), from
The Poplar Field.

“Ethereal minstrel! pilgrim of the sky! / Dost thou de-
spise the earth where cares abound? / Or, while the
wings aspire, are heart and eye / Both with thy nest

upon the dewy ground?”
William Wordsworth (1770-1850), English romantic poet, from 7o the Skylark.

"0 blithe new-comer! I have heard / I hear thee and re-
joice: / O Cuckoo! shall I call thee Bird / Or but a wan-
dering Voice?”

William Wordsworth (1770-1850), from 7o the Cuckoo.

“The wild duck startles like a sudden thought / And
heron slows as if it might be caught / The flopping crows
on weary wing go by / And grey bear jackdaws noising

as they fly.
John Clare (1793-1864), English poet noted for his nature poems, from Autumn
Birds.

“Thou wast not born for death, immortal Bird! / No hun-
gry generations tread thee down; / The voice I hear this
passing night was heard / In ancient days by emperor

and clown:”
John Keats (1795-1821), English romantic poet, from Ode to a Nightingale.

“"Where are the songs of spring? Ay where are they?/
Think not of them, thou hath thy music too, / .../ The
red-breast whistles from a garden-croft; / And gathering

swallows twitter in the skies.”
John Keats (1795-1821), from Ode to Autumn.

“There was an Old Man with a beard / Who said, ‘It is
just as I feared! / Two Owls and a Hen / Four Larks and

a Wren / Have all built their nests in my beard!”
Edward Lear (1812--1888); English artist, illustrator, author, poet; from Book of
Nonsense (1946)

“A Bird came down the walk / He did not know I saw/ He

bit an angle-worm in halves / And ate the fellow, raw.
Emily Dickinson (1830-1886), American poet (wrote 1800 poems), from
Nature.

“She's only a bird in a gilded cage, / A beautiful sight to
see, / You may think she’s happy and free from care, /

She's not though she seems to be.”
Arthur Lamb (1870-1928), English lyricist, from 4 Bird in a Gilded Cage.

"I think that I shall never see / A poem lovely as a
tree. /. .. A tree that may in summer wear / A nest of

robins in her hair.”

Joyce Kilmer (1886-1918); American journalist, poet, critic, editor; from Trees.
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Stilhwater Bird Count Tallies

(Continued from page 1)

3; Double-crested
Cormorant, 43; Great Blue
Heron, 40; Northern
Harrier, 8; Sharp-shinned
Hawk, 1; Cooper’s Hawk, 2;
Red-shouldered Hawk, 22;
Red-tailed Hawk, 46; Prairie
Falcon, 2; American Kestrel,
16; Merlin, 2; Bald Eagle, 1;
American Coot, 78; Killdeer,
30; peep sp., 2; Greater
Yellowlegs, 1; Ring-billed
Gull, 727; Rock Pigeon, 75;
Mourning Dove, 110;
Eurasian Collared Dove, 4;
Greater Roadrunner, 3;
Eastern Screech-Owl, 4;
Great Horned Owl, 9;
Barred Owl, 4; Belted
Kingfisher, 4; Red-bellied
Woodpecker, 39; Downy
Woodpecker, 46; Hairy
Woodpecker, 1; Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker, 17;
Northern Flicker, 12;
Northern (Yellow-shafted)
Flicker, 39; Northern (Red-
shafted) Flicker, 5; Pileated
Woodpecker, 6; Eastern
Phoebe, 3; Logger-head
Shrike, 1; Blue Jay, 152;
American Crow, 468;
Carolina Chickadee, 235;
Tufted Titmouse, 48; White-
breasted Nuthatch, 17;
Brown Creeper, 1; Carolina
Wren, 41; Marsh Wren, 1;
Bewick’s Wren, 3; Sedge
Wren, 1; Winter Wren, 1;
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 9;
Eastern Bluebird, 187;
Hermit Thrush, 3; American
Robin, 1240, Northern
Mockingbird, 67; European
Starling, 850; Cedar
Waxwing, 71; Yellow-
rumped (Myrtle) Warbler,
160; Spotted Towhee, 31;
American Tree Sparrow, 5;
Field Sparrow, 149; Swamp

Sparrow, 1; Chipping
Sparrow, 1; LeConte’s
Sparrow, 2; Savannah
Sparrow, 39;Fox Sparrow,
23; Song Sparrow, 92;
Lincoln’s Sparrow, 7; White-
throated Sparrow, 7; White-
crowned Sparrow, 57,
Harris’s Sparrow, 296; Dark
-eyed (Slate-colored) Junco,
788; Dark-eyed (Oregon)
Junco, 1; Northern Cardinal,
241; Red-winged Blackbird,
233; Eastern Meadowlark,
257; Meadowlark sp., 205;
Rusty Blackbird, 2; Brewer’s
Blackbird, 106; Common
Grackle, 77; American
Goldfinch, 278; House
Finch, 24, House Sparrow,
219.

Thank you to all of the
birders who spent all or
part of December 17th
participating in the count:
Andrea Acevedo,
Medhavi Ambardar, Kent
Andersson, Debbie
Brightmire, John Couch,
James & Suzanne
Cowley, Andy Crosby,
Alyssia Culbertson,
Damona Doye, Nicole
Farless, Jennifer Grind-
staff, Torre Hovick, Pat
Jaynes, Helen Jordan,
Iris McPherson, Leslie
Miller, Madeleine Naylor,
Brandy Niemann, Tim
O’Connell, Charlotte &
Jim Ownby, John Polo,
Thea Pratt, Emmett
Pybus, Susan Walker,
Matt Waselik, Amanda
West, Andrew West,
Jerry & Nona Wilhm, and
Tom Worthington.
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Audubon's 'The Birds of America' to be sold in NYC

By ULA ILNYTZKY | AP

NEW YORK (AP) — A rare
first edition of John James
Audubon’s sumptuously
illustrated The Birds of
America, depicting more
than 400 life-size North
American species in four
monumental volumes, is
going on the auction block
for an estimated $7 million
to $10 million.

Considered a master-
piece of ornithology art,
the 372 -foot-tall books fea-
ture hand-colored prints of
all the species known to
Audubon in early 19th cen-
tury America. Audubon in-
sisted on the book’s large
format — printed on the
largest hand-made sheets
available at the time — be-
cause of his desire to por-
tray the birds in their actual
size and natural habitat.

The set, being sold by
the heirs of the 4th Duke of
Portland, will be auctioned
by Christie’s Jan. 20. It will
be accompanied by a com-
plete first edition five-
volume set of Audubon’s
“Ornithological Biography.”
They will be on view at
Christie’s Rockefeller Cen-
ter galleries Jan. 14-19.

Experts estimate that
200 complete first edition
copies were produced over
an l1l-year period, from
1827-1838. Today, 120 are
known to exist; 107 are in
institutions and 13 in pri-
vate hands. They consist of
435 hand-colored, life-size
prints of 497 bird species,
made from engraved cop-
per plates based on Audu-
bon’s original watercolors.

Another complete first
edition of The Birds of
America sold at Sotheby's
in London in December
2010 for $11.5 million, a
record for the most expen-
sive printed book sold at
auction.

Audubon sold the en-
graved plates in a sub-
scription series in England,
Europe, and North America.

“The overall cost to print
a set at the time was esti-
mated to be 115,000
pounds sterling, which
would be over $2 million
today,” said Francis Wahl-
gren, head of Christie’s
books and manuscripts.

That is why Audubon
“had to presell to wealthy
families with subscriptions
to fund the production,” he
added.

“It was a kind of status
thing. ... That's why many
of these wound up in these
great English homes,”
Wahlgren said.

Because all the birds are
portrayed life size, Audubon
found creative ways to
paint them.

“Many of the large birds
are bending down feeding,
and they’re contorted to fit
the page. But he does it in
a graceful way, very artis-
tic,” like extending a tail
feather beyond the margin,
said Wahlgren.

No one at that time
would have considered that
kind of book of ornithology,
he said. In the 18th cen-
tury, “you started moving
into engravings but things
like scale were not as im-
portant.”

Audubon brought it truer
to life, “furthering it as indi-
vidual works of art, dealing
with backgrounds, settings
— the flora and fauna that
surrounded the bird. He
took the aesthetic of what
is a scientific book and
raised it to the point of art,”
Wabhlgren said.

“It stands among the
greatest color-plate books,”
he added.

These pictures
showing the
Carolina
Parrot and
Snowy Owl
are from John
James
Audubon’s
“The Birds of
America.”

The four-
volume set
contains more
than 400
engraved hand
-colored plates
of all the
North
American
species known
to Audubon in
the early 19th
century.

The volumes
stand 3 Y:-feet
high because
of Audubon’s
desire to
depict the
birds in their
actual size and
natural
habitat.

Christie’s said
the set is
expected to
sell for §7
million to $10
million at it’s
Jan. 20
auction. (AP
Photos/
Christie’s)

Snowy Owl
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Snowy owls soar south from Arctic in rare mass

migration

Top 10 Oldest Living Things on Earth (rRanker.com)

TSA Catches Woman Trying to Smuggle birds at LAX
+ (Huffington Post)

Rare Asian Duck draws Birders to California (vahoo News)

10 Animals that use tools (Live Science)

Gray Crowned Crane Flies the Coop (Yahoo News)

Good News for a Bad Luck Bird: First-ever images of
Black-capped Petrel chick. (Cornell Lab of Ornithology)

YouTube video of sledding hooded crow goes viral.

20 tons of Herring Wash Up on Norway Coast. (vahoo 4

News)

OK Bald Eagle
Recovery Program
Where are we today?

n reading Erica Miller's e-mail to her mother

Freddy Miller in which she expresses her elation at
the rebound in the New Jersey bald eagle population:
“"There were only 4 nests when I started
volunteering with the project in 1994. What a great
milestone to reach!!” and reading of the dramatic
recovery of the New Jersey bald Eagle population (100
pairs now nesting in the state with 11 more pairs in the
process of establishing nesting territories), your editor
determined to find out how Oklahoma’s Bald Eagle
recovery program faired. Our recovery program was
led by the George Miksch Sutton Avian Research
Center in Bartlesville.

Here is their report:

Between 1984 and 1992 the Sutton Center raised
and released 275 Southern Bald Eagles in the
southeastern U.S. Bald Eagle eggs were removed from
nests in Florida and transported to our captive breeding
facility in Bartlesville, Oklahoma.

Once at our captive breeding facility, the eggs
were incubated, hatched, and the resulting eaglets
were raised and released in high quality habitat in five
southeastern states. In many cases, the captively-
raised Bald Eagles have returned to their release sites
to establish territories and nests.

Each year we conduct aerial and ground surveys
in the vicinity of Oklahoma release sites to determine
nest occupancy rates and productivity. Since 1990, the
number of Bald Eagle nests in Oklahoma has increased
almost annually to a record 55 nests in 2005 (see
graph below). We believe these increases are a direct
result of our restoration program, as adult eagles are
now returning to breed in the areas where they were
released.

In addition, eagles released by the Sutton Center
have been observed nesting in Kansas, Texas, Georgia,
Alabama, and Mississippi. As fledglings from these
nests reach adulthood, we expect the number of nests
to continue to increase.

Partially as a result of our efforts here at the
Sutton Avian Research Center, the Bald Eagle
population in most areas of the U.S. had increased
sufficiently for the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service to
remove the Bald Eagle from the Endangered Species
List in June of 2007!

The graph on the following page indicates what an
outstanding success the Sutton Center's Bald Eagle
reintroduction program has been in Oklahoma. The
recovery goal for Oklahoma was 10 eagle nests, a
number that has now been greatly exceeded! The large

(Continued on page 6)
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i A Little Birdie TOId Me 00k
xo\ﬂ";r by Susan Walker

CONGRATULATIONS.

Hear the board member Michael Harvey is applying
to medical school. Way to go, Michael. He will be
missed in Ag Hall halls and classrooms, I'm sure.

WELCOME BACK SCISSORTAILS?

Remember in October 2010 when Tim O’Connell and
his son James’s Will Rogers fourth-grade class par-
ticipated in a Celebrate Scissortails event at Stillwa-
ter's Boomer Lake? Tim wrote a curriculum and spent
part of each day from October 6-12 educating the
class about Scissor-tailed Flycatchers and their migra-
tion. At the end of the celebration all of the partici-
pants gathered at the lake and yelled “Adios Scissor-
tails” bidding the birds a safe migration.

At the time, Tim said he was “confident that the
event could grow pretty easily into a community cele-
bration.” Now Tim says that he’s planning on having a
grade school class welcome the birds back this spring.
Will the participants yell “Hello Scissortails!” now that
the birds have returned from their Spanish-speaking
Central American sojourn? Stay tuned. ¢

OK's Bald Eagle Recovery Program

(Continued from page 5)

spike in 2009 is due to extra aerial surveys we were
able to do which enabled us to discover nests in
areas we had not been able to survey previously.

Bald Eagle Nests in Oklahoma, 1990-2009
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B Number of Occupied Nests

While we lack thorough data for our other
release states owing to survey funding limitations,
evidence suggests highly significant successes there
as well. While we celebrate the removal of the Bald
Eagle from the Endangered Species List, we have
taken a moment to celebrate and to honor several
individuals and one foundation for their integral roles
in making this project possible. ¢

Monthly Quiz
to Make You a Wiz

by Jerry Wilhm
BIRDS FLYING TOGETHER

Two birds, each with its letters in correct order,
are combined in each row of letters. To solve the
puzzle, separate the two words. There are no ex-
tra letters and no letter is used more than once.

For example:
"WUWLTREURN E"” contains the birds
“VULTURE” and "WREN.” Answers on page 10.

1. TECOAOLT

2.FRAIVNENCH

3. RODOBIVEN

4. QUCARIOLW

5. THEARWNK

6. WAWRREBLENR

7Z.THEARGULSEH

8.OREIGORLEET

9. HOSPERREOYN

10.KLILALDERERK

VYWY K SRV Al BAXXA Y XTI
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Field Trip to Couch Park
Homage to Babe Ruth

by Timothy O’Connell

/( A much-
debated

legend in baseball
involves the New
| York Yankee's
Babe Ruth at the
plate facing the
® Chicago Cubs at

| Wrigley Field for

game 3 of the
| 1932 World
Series. According
to the story, Ruth
was enduring quite a bit of trash-talk from the Cubs’
bench, and he returned same: With the count at two
balls and two strikes, Ruth pointed to the center field
bleachers. On the next pitch, the Babe hit a home run
right to those center field bleachers. The Yankees went
on to win the game 7-5.

I had my own called shot (sort of) this weekend
while leading a field trip to Couch Park in Stillwater.
Couch Park doesn't look particularly birdy at first glance,
but it became very popular in 2007-2008 when both Red
Crossbills and Rusty Blackbirds took up temporary
residence there. We advertised this simple bird walk via
the email list, and I announced it in my class of about
110 students. My prediction was that we would see
“about 25" species, and the goal bird for the trip was
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.

Ten of us gathered at 9:00 on a bright, chilly
morning. Participants included PCAS members Jerry
Wilhm, Iris McPherson, and John Polo, plus OSU students
Mitch Greer, Pradyumna Baviskar, Kinsey Winters, Haley
Butler, Caitlin Bullock, and Brandon Melton. We met at
the 12" St. entrance and birded the “North Couch Park”
area. Working the perimeter of the park took about an
hour and half. We concentrated on taking the time to
afford good looks of common species for the beginners in
the group. They ended up with excellent views of Dark-
eyed Juncos, Red-bellied Woodpeckers, Northern
Flickers, and a Red-shouldered Hawk. Birds heard but
not seen were a Belted Kingfisher and Eastern Bluebird.

We returned to the parking area by 10:30, with 22
species on the list, and having missed the sapsucker. At
this point the students were ready for brunch and the
group disbanded. John Polo remained, however, and
indicated that he would spend a little more time walking
the riparian forest south of 12" St. Because we were
ahead of my scheduled two-hour estimate for the trip’s
duration, I had some time too, and agreed to join him.

You know what happened next: The students
weren’t gone 5 minutes before we picked up Mourning
Dove and Northern Mockingbird, and just a little more
patience revealed a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (photo
above)! I returned to my car at 11:00 on the dot, with

Photo: Timothy O’Connell

25 species on the list, and Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
among them. This one’s for you, Babe.

Mallard 1

Cooper's Hawk 1
Red-shouldered Hawk 2
Ring-billed Gull 1
Mourning Dove 6

Belted Kingfisher 1
Red-bellied Woodpecker 2
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 1
Downy Woodpecker 1

Tufted Titmouse 4
White-breasted Nuthatch 3
Carolina Wren 7

Eastern Bluebird 1
American Robin 36
Northern Mockingbird 1
European Starling 6
Yellow-rumped Warbler 6
Dark-eyed Junco 44

Northern Cardinal 7
American Goldfinch 38
House Sparrow, 2

Northern Flicker 6
Blue Jay 5

American Crow 1
Carolina Chickadee 3

Al-white Blackblrd

BBC Nature, January 23

his unusual blackbird is &
attracting birders to a g
Nottinghamshire country park.g

The bird is leucistic, a
genetic mutation that s
prevents pigments from being |
deposited normally in its 2
feathers.

It has been residing for the e ‘
last four years in the Rufford Abbey Country Park.

Each year, observers say, it has steadily shed its black
feathers for white feathers.

Park rangers took this picture of the blackbird—
which is now completely white with no visible pigmented
feathers —in the summer of 2011.

Leucistic birds are often very vulnerable to predators,
because of their bright white plumage. So the park’s
managers are urging birdwatchers to keep an eye out for
this unusual blackbird.

Site manager John Clegg said: "This bird has been
turning whiter over the years. Last summer it was
completely white.

Ghostly Plumage

® | eucism is often confused with the

“It has become
quite a character at

rarer condition albinism, a genetic
condition that prevents the
production of melanin in the body; in
leucism, these coloring chemicals
are present in the body, but are not
deposited in feathers

® Some colors in birds' plumage come
from other pigments such as
carotenoids, so birds can be
albinistic and still have some color

® | eucistic birds may be completely
white but still have melanin in their
bodies; such animals will have dark
eyes and white feathers

® Albino birds and animals have pink
eyes, as the only color in the eyes

comes from the blood vessels behind
the eyes

the park in recent
years.

“It tends to appear
in the warmer
months and we
have not seen it for
a few months but
hope it will return
here soon.”

Most leucistic
birds have some
spots or patches of
coloration in their
feathers from other
pigments, so this is
a particularly
unusual specimen.
4
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Feathers

SNOWT U indPiioN

by Dirk Lammers, AP, to yahoo News, Jan 6, 2012

ANDES, S.D. (AP) — Famous for its role as Harry
Potter's companion in the books and movies, a species of
majestic, mostly white owls is being sighted in abundant
numbers this winter far from both Hogwarts and its
native Arctic habitat.

It's typical for snowy owls to arrive in the U.S.
every three or four winters, but this year's irruption is
widespread, with birders from the Pacific Northwest to
New England reporting frequent sightings of the yellow-
eyed birds. As many as 30 were spotted in December
around South Dakota's Lake Andes.

"Thirty in one area, that's mind nhumbing," said
Mark Robbins, an ornithologist with the University of
Kansas Biodiversity Institute.

The arrival of the birds, which can top 2 feet in
height with a wingspan of nearly 5 feet, is the result of a
plentiful population of Arctic lemmings this summer,
which led to a strong breeding season, said Denver Holt,
director of the Owl Research Institute in Charlo, Mont.

Lemmings are snowy owls' main food source, and
the baby boom is sending many of the youngsters across
the border to scrounge for voles, field mice, rats, rabbits
and shore birds.

"It's very unusual, because it's coast to coast," said Holt,
who has been researching the owls' Arctic habitat for 25
years.

Snowy owls are drawn to frozen lakes, which remind
them of their tundra back home in the Arctic, Robbins
said.

"And if they're finding rodents there, they're staying
there," he said. "And perhaps seeing a couple of more
snowy owls there, they may think, 'OK, this is a hot
spot.'

The owls have been regular visitors to Boston's
Logan Airport, and one even showed up just after
Thanksgiving in Hawaii. Chicago's Montrose Point Bird
Sanctuary has become a haven for the creatures, with
"countless sightings" this season, said Matthew Cvetas,
an Evanston, Ill., birder.

"It's just been really incredible,” he said.

Cvetas said owl sightings are exciting for birders, as
the creatures are mostly nocturnal and difficult to spot.
Though snowy owls hunt day and night, the allure of
their plumage helps make them a prize sighting.

"Here's the largest North American owl in terms of
weight, a near all-white ghost of a bird for an adult
male," said Cvetas, who has spotted four snowy owls
since November. "For me, it symbolizes wilderness at its
best."

Missouri and Kansas typically draw just a few snowy
owls every three or four years, but reports this year have
been widespread, Robbins said. ... Read more. <

February’s Featured Bird:

Wood Duck (Aix sponsa)

Photo: Lloyd Spitalnik

Female

Photo: Wikipedia

Photo: Susan Walker, I&M Canal, 2009

Arguably the most beautiful of North American
waterfowl, wood ducks are year-round residents in their
southern range, which includes Oklahoma. Click on any

photo to see the Wood Duck’s range and for more
information and facts about wood ducks.

www.paynecountyaudubon.com


http://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/Wood_Duck/lifehistory
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The Last Word . . .

A rare treat, an albino [leucistic?] hummingbird, something that
is seldom seen and almost never photographed. Fifteen-year-old
photographer Marlin Shank was fortunate enough to capture
several images of a rare white Ruby-throated Hummingbird

while in a park in Staunton, Virginia. More photos here.
Scroll past sleepy white kiwi.
(Submitted by Jerry Wilhm)

Answers to Pinfeathers’
It's Snowing Snowies Quiz
1. Arctic Tundra

2. A time when Snowy Owls leave the Arctic Tundra in
search of food south of their usual habitat

3. White; brownish-white with darker markings

4. Yes. This year we have a snowy north of Stillwater
near Sooner Lake

5. Diurnal; they hunt and are active both night and
day

6. Lemmings

7. Keen sense of hearing

8. To keep warm

9. 3to1l1l; the amount of food available

10. Ten weeks or about two and a half months ¢

¥ it

42nd Annual
Rivers & Wildlife Celebration

March 15-18,
2012

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS OPEN NOW!

Register early to make sure you get to:

A Attend the banquet with presentation from award -
winning wildlife photographer Michael Forsberg

A Take the field trip of your choice to see cranes,
waterfowl, prairie chickens, and more

A Witness the majesty of the crane migration from a
Rowe Sanctuary blind

A Learn about Nebraska's raptors from renowned
ornithologist Dr. Paul Johnsgard

Visit nebraskacranefestival.org for registration information.
The Rivers and Wildlife Celebration is Nebraska's crane festival and
the nation's longest running wildlife festival

Any other questions about the Celebration?
Email us or call 402-797-2301.

For crane viewing information, contact Audubon’s Rowe
Sanctuary, 308-468-5282 or rowesanctuary.org.

Looking for other things to do during your stay? Visit
nebraskaflyway.com for help planning your visit to central
Nebraska during spring migration

Rivers & Wildlife Celebration

r?] c/o Nebraska Bird Partnership
= 203 W 2nd Street
Grand Island, NE 68801
Tel: (308) 382-6468
Email:

birds@nebraskabirds.org

Follow Us on Facebook

@vvv,"“,vvv"v"@

Answers to Monthly Quiz
6. WARBLER — WREN
7. THRUST — EAGLE
8. ORIOLE — EGRET
9. HERON — OSPREY
10. KILLDEER — LARK

. TEAL — COOT

. FINCH — RAVEN
. ROBIN — DOVE
. QUAIL — CROW
. TERN — HAWK

ua A W N =
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mailto:nebraska@audubon.org?subject=Rivers%20and%20Wildlife%20Celebration
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NebraskaBirdPartners/8681184677/f19a6328a4/cbebf8edf1
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NebraskaBirdPartners/8681184677/f19a6328a4/58949a86b9
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NebraskaBirdPartners/8681184677/f19a6328a4/0b9473b721
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?NebraskaBirdPartners/8681184677/f19a6328a4/72690e89ea/utm_content=bzzyb03%40yahoo.com&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Nebraska%20Bird%20Partnership&utm_campaign=Register%20Now%20for%20Cranes%2C%20Forsberg%2C%20and
mailto:birds@nebraskabirds.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Rivers-and-Wildlife-Celebration/211341456146
http://squee.icanhascheezburger.com/tag/albino/
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Audubon

Membership entitles you to receive the National Audubon Society magazine, Audubon. With membership, you also
automatically become a member of your local chapter, Payne County Audubon Society, receive Feathers, the Chapter’s
quarterly newsletter, and participation in the Chapter’s monthly meetings, field trips, and events.

Membership

A Yes, I want to join Audubon at the low introduc-
tory rate of $20—that’s 43% off regular dues!

A Two-year membership — $30

A Senior Citizen or student rate — only $15
A I wish to make an additional donation of $
Please complete and return:

Name

Address

City/State/ZIP

e-mail

(We respect your privacy. Your e-mail address will be used only
by PCAS Chapter officers and directors to communicate with you
about upcoming programs and events.)

Method of Payment

A Payment is enclosed A Please bill me

Dues include $7 for Audubon magazine. Please allow 4-6
weeks to receive your first issue.

A The National Audubon Society occasionally makes
its membership list available to carefully selected
organizations whose mailings you might find of
interest. To omit your name from this list, please
check here.

The PCAS asks that each member try to volunteer at least
twice each year. Be careful: This might be fun! Please check
the activities below that you are interested in.

A Sept. Potluck Opener A Oklahoma IBA

A Nature Day A Programs

A Christmas Bird Count A Field Trips

A Backyard Bird Count A Newsletter/Brochure
A Birdathon A Website

A Nature Camp A Awards/Scholarships
A Teal Ridge Litter A Membership

A Publicity A Refreshments

A Elections A Don’t know; call me

Please detach this completed form at the dotted line and
send it and your check (payable to PCAS for Feathers or
National Audubon Society for membership) to:

Payne County Audubon Society
PO Box 82
Stillwater, OK 74076

Chapter Code: C2Z T05 0z

www.paynecountyaudubon.com



