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J 
imôs Ownbyôs slide shows are always a big draw. 

Thirty -one people turned out for Jimôs ñBirds of New 

Mexicoò photo tour January 6 . . . many of them past offi-

cers, long - time board members ðeven one of the founding 

members of PCAS, Helen Miller and her daughter Leslie.  

Jim has given several previous PCAS programs. This 

time, besides his bird, flower, and wildlife photos, he also 

shared with us photos of his and Charlotteôs, vacation 

cabin near Chama, New Mexico, in various stages of its 

conception and building.  

We also got to see the wildlife Jim photographed 

right out his back door: Stellerôs Jay, Green-tailed Towhee, 

Black -capped Chickadee, Pygmy Nuthatch, Lewisô Wood-

pecker, ground squirrels, Abertôs squirrels with their 

shaggy pointed ears; Broad -tailed, Calliope, and Rufous 

Hummingbirds, the latter fiercely protective of ñtheirò 

feeder food source; mule deer, and even a black bear 

making off with Ownbyôs feeder . . . pole and all! 

Thank you Jim for a great glimpse of New Mexico 

birds and wildlife. Go to Jimôs website for more photos of 

New Mexico flora and fauna in the spring, summer and fall.  

Thank you also to President Tim OôConnell for opening 

the meeting and to Iris McPherson for the hot cider, choco-

late chip cookies, and lemonade. A  

Jim Ownby,  Jeff Walker, and Pat Jaynes enjoy a laugh before 

Jimôs ñBirds of New Mexicoò slide program January 6, 2011. 

Photo: Susan Walker  

Feb    ð Teal Ridge Litter Crew: Jena 

Donnell, Kristen Gillman  

Feb 2  ð Groundhog Day  

Feb 2  ð Cowboys vs  MO Tigers  

Basketball  

Feb 3  ð ñOklahomaôs Fantastic Red-

tailed Hawks,ò Jim Lish, Room 
014, Ag Hall, 7 PM 

Feb 5  ð Cowboys vs OU Sooners  

Basketball  

Feb 12  ð Lincolnôs Birthday 

Jan 29  

Feb 13  

Feb 14 ð Valentineôs Day 

Feb 21 ð Presidentôs Day/Washingtonôs 

Birthday  

Feb 24 ð High Plains Snow Goose & 

Birding Festival  

Feb 26  ð TNC Pontotoc Ridge Volunteer 

Work Day; smcguffin@tnc.org   

Prefer a paper copy of  Feathers? 
For a yearly fee of $20 (to cover 12 months of copy-
ing, folding, labeling, and stamping ðabout $1.67 a 
month ) we can oblige.  

Remember that the paper Feathers will be printed in 
grayscale and you will not be able, of course, to ac-
cess the links.  

If this option appeals, send a check made out to 
PCAS to: Paper Feathers, P.O. Box 82, Stillwater, OK 
74076. A  

Rusty Blackbird Blitz  

http://www.nps.gov/band/naturescience/aberts-squirrel.htm
http://www.ownbyphotography.com/
mailto:smcguffin@tnc.org
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Iôve been lecturing students in my 
Ornithology  class this week about the 
beginnings of bird study in the U.S. and 
the pivotal role Audubon has played in 
fomenting the modern conservation 
movement. Although Audubon members 
certainly do go for strolls to enjoy local 
birds, weôve done a lot more than that: 

¶ In 1896, with help from their well -
to - do Boston friends, Minna Hall and 
Harriett Hemenway formed the Massa-
chusetts Audubon Society and pres-
sured the Massachusetts legislature to 
ban the sale of wild bird skins and 
feathers ðnearly 25 years before 
women won the right to vote in the 
U.S. The MA law would eventually form 
the model for the Lacey Act in 1900, 
banning the sale of wildlife parts na-
tionwide.  

by Tim OôConnell 
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by Tim OôConnell 

M aybe you donôt watch The Daily 
Show  on Comedy Central. 
Itôs an acquired taste. Sift-
ing through the rampant 
sexual innuendo and barely
-bleeped profanities of Jon 
Stewart and his 
ñcorrespondentsò can cer-
tainly be off -putting. But I 
tune in occasionally, and 
happened to be watching 
last night when they aired 
a story on . . . Audubon.  

Correspondent Wyatt 
Cenac often reports on race 
relations in America.  In 
last nightôs piece, he de-
scribed the community of 
Turkey Creek, MS. This 
community near Gulfport 
was founded by freed 
slaves 145 years ago, but 

has time and again borne 
the brunt of industrial de-
velopment and pollution 
because its residents lacked 
the political clout to secure 
more sustainable and better
-planned alternatives. It is 
the quintessential example 
of ñenvironmental justice,ò 
or the notion that the politi-
cally powerless ðusually 
minorities ðendure greater 
hardships from environ-
mental problems than the 
politically powerful.  

As casinos popped up like 
daisies in the 1990s along 
the Gulf Coast, Turkey 
Creekôs forested wetlands 
and small homes became 
hemmed in by development 
spilling out of Mississippiôs 
largest and fastest -growing 
city. The one - two punch of 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005 

and the Deepwater Horizon 
Oil Disaster of 2010 have 
further stressed Turkey 
Creek to the breaking point, 
and activists from within 
the community have fought 
for years to gain assistance 
in protecting what little they 
have left. Those requests 
for aid went largely unmet 
by local, state, and federal 
agencies until one group 
stepped up and recognized 
the value of the area. That 
one group that has been 
instrumental in forming 
coalitions to secure land 
from development to pro-
tect Turkey Creek? Audu-
bon.  

The National Audubon 
Society in conjunction with 
the local Mississippi Coast 
Audubon Society have 

(Continued on page 6)  

¶ It was the Florida Audubon Society 
that pressured the American Ornitholo-
gistsô Union to fund a position for Sher-
iffôs deputy Guy Bradley to serve as the 
first paid game warden in the U.S.  
Bradley was killed in the line of duty ð
shot by poachers ðwhile protecting 
wading bird colonies from plume hunt-
ers in 1905.  

¶ In just one of many great modern 
examples of Audubon transforming 
communities through birds, check out 
the Audubonôs role in environmental 
justice for the community of Turkey 
Creek, MS. (See ñAudubon on Comedy 
Central?ò article below.) 

¶ The National Audubon Society is in 
its second century of organizing and 
analyzing the Christmas Bird Counts 
(see 2010 Stillwater summary p. 5) and 
is a major partner in the Great Back-
yard Bird Count (coming up 18 ï21 Feb-
ruary).  

How many species have been saved 
from extinction?  How many communities 
have been reinvigorated by a protected 
greenspace? Audubon is about more than 
life lists and squirrel -proof bird feeders. 
We cannot take for granted the places we 
have to go birding or the birds we have 
to see when we visit them.  Both are the 
direct result of brave, selfless, motivated, 
and smart people doing the best work of 
their lives under the Audubon banner. A  
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Audubon Newswire , January 20, 2011  
 

F or the 111th year, bird lovers braved frigid win-
ter conditions to tally the avian species in their areas 

as part of the annual Christmas Bird Count . Well, not 
everyone had to bundle up, as Greg Butcher relates in his 
post about the CBC in Mindo, Ecuador, where more than 
400 species are counted each year.  

This yearôs citizen science survey ran from December 
14, 2010 to January 5, 2011. Tens of thousands of volun-
teers in North and South America took part, adding their 
findings to a century of data thatôs used to track bird 
populations.  

While media coverage for the 111th CBC is still trick-
ling in and being analyzed, the holiday tradition which 
ended January 5 is setting records in media results for 
the fourth year in a row, with nearly 2,000 media hits, up 
from 450 in 2006.  

NBCôs Coverage of Butcherôs Ecuador CBC 
Coverage in major outlets included three reports in The 
New York Times , two in The San Francisco Chronicle , and 
two on CNN. Both New York and Chicago CBS News Ra-
dio featured Audubon's CBC, as did NY 1 News. NPR's 
Science Friday ran a Christmas Eve interview with Dr. 
Greg Butcher, who described his CBC experience in Ecua-
dor and deftly fielded live call - in questions. http://n.pr/
hpu85V  

Butcherôs Mindo, Ecuador, Blog 
ñFor the past four years, Mindo, Ecuador, has been the 
top Christmas Bird Count in the world. In each of those 
years, more than 400 species were counted and more 
than 125 people participated. On December 18, 2010, I 
was one of the participants.ò Greg Butcher blogs http://
magblog.audubon.org/christmas -bird -counting -mindo -
ecuador  

AP Accounts of Gulf Bird Count  
An AP story on the Gulf bird counts appeared in hundreds 
of outlets, including The Dallas Morning News, The Huff-
ington Post , Salon.com, The Los Angeles Times  and NPR. 
http://n.pr/eqa1dd  

Sonora AZ CBC Birding  
Tucson Audubon Society's Institute of Desert Ecology 
Director Matt Brooks reports on brilliant birding around 
Sonora, even by horseback. http://
tucsonaudubon.blogspot.com/  

Colorado CBC  
Reporter for The Durango Herald  joins 65th annual CBC 
in Colorado http://bit.ly/dFnsoK  

Participants Share Memorable CBC Sightings  
CBC participants share their most memorable sightings 
with Audubon  magazine http://bit.ly/dWacYW   A  

 

Cornell Lab e - News, January 24, 2011  

E ver since blackbirds fell from the sky in Arkan-
sas on New Year's Eve, the Cornell Lab has contin-

ued to receive numerous inquiries from the media and 
the concerned public about the significance of that event 
and other reports of dead birds at locations around the 
world. These isolated events, although dramatic, are not 
highly unusual in frequency or scale. Within the United 
States, for example, the USGS has recorded 188 events 
during the past 10 years involving more than 1,000 
birds per incident -- about 18 events per year on average, 
or more than one per month, attributed to disease and 
other causes. See summary from USGS . 

Should we be worried about an "aflockalypse?" 
Yes, but not about the media coverage focusing on iso-
lated events that affect only a few hundred or thousand 
birds at a time. It's the constant, chronic losses from 
habitat destruction and other causes that should truly 
concern us. Consider that 100 million birds are esti-
mated to die from window collisions in the United States 
alone each year. That's more than 270,000 per day on 
average. Cats are estimated to kill another 100 million 
per year. And that's just the tip of the iceberg; habitat 
loss and degradation are the largest causes of massive 
declines in the numbers of birds.  

Although we cannot witness these declines on a 
given day, citizen -science participants have contributed 
decades of data that point to truly alarming declines. 
Data from the Breeding Bird Survey show that Rusty 
Blackbirds, for example, have declined by 95% since the 
1960s, indicating a loss of tens of millions of birds. Data 
from Project FeederWatch show that Evening Grosbeaks 
have also declined rangewide since the 1980s.  

Don't underestimate the power of bird watchers to 
"witness" and document the large -scale declines that 
might otherwise go undetected until it's too late. With 
your help, the Cornell Lab and other organizations are 
working hard to monitor bird species and address the 
root causes of decline. Send your data to eBird , Project 
FeederWatch , or the Great Backyard Bird Count . Join the 
"Rusty Blackbird Blitz " January 29 -February 13 if you 
live in one of the targeted states. See map and find out 
more . A  
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WEBCAM CITY  
Canõt get enough webcams? Joyce Konigmacher says 

check out the webcams on this site ñspy on everything 
from  barn owls to squirrels to elk and bear.  

http://birds.audubon.org/christmas-bird-count
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=n.pr/hpu85V&t=j4cx&e=38f&m
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=n.pr/hpu85V&t=j4cx&e=38f&m
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=magblog.audubon.org/christmas%2Dbird%2Dcounting%2Dmindo%2Decuador&t=j4cx&e=38f&m
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=magblog.audubon.org/christmas%2Dbird%2Dcounting%2Dmindo%2Decuador&t=j4cx&e=38f&m
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=magblog.audubon.org/christmas%2Dbird%2Dcounting%2Dmindo%2Decuador&t=j4cx&e=38f&m
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=n.pr/eqa1dd&t=j4cx&e=38f&m
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=tucsonaudubon.blogspot.com/&t=j4cx&e=38f&m
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=tucsonaudubon.blogspot.com/&t=j4cx&e=38f&m
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=bit.ly/dFnsoK%2520&t=j4cx&e=38f&m
http://eidertrk.audubon.org/trk/r.emt?h=bit.ly/dWacYW&t=j4cx&e=38f&m
https://secure3.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.usgs.gov%2fnewsroom%2farticle_pf.asp%3fID%3d2677&srcid=31654&srctid=1&erid=5590285
https://secure3.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fbit.ly%2fhbEfzD&srcid=31654&srctid=1&erid=5590285
https://secure3.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2febird.org%2fcontent%2febird%2f&srcid=31654&srctid=1&erid=5590285
https://secure3.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.birds.cornell.edu%2fpfw%2f&srcid=31654&srctid=1&erid=5590285
https://secure3.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.birds.cornell.edu%2fpfw%2f&srcid=31654&srctid=1&erid=5590285
https://secure3.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.birdsource.org%2fgbbc%2f&srcid=31654&srctid=1&erid=5590285
https://secure3.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fnationalzoo.si.edu%2fscbi%2fmigratorybirds%2fresearch%2frusty_blackbird%2fblitz.cfm&srcid=31654&srctid=1&erid=5590285
https://secure3.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fnationalzoo.si.edu%2fscbi%2fmigratorybirds%2fresearch%2frusty_blackbird%2fblitz.cfm&srcid=31654&srctid=1&erid=5590285
https://secure3.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fnationalzoo.si.edu%2fscbi%2fmigratorybirds%2fresearch%2frusty_blackbird%2fblitz.cfm&srcid=31654&srctid=1&erid=5590285
http://www.sportsmansparadiseonline.com/Live_Webcams.html
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SOONER CBC 

39,164 birds 

111 species 

Most Exciting: 2 Whiteïtailed 

Kites 

Common Loon, 17; West-
ern Grebe, 2; Horned 
Grebe, 7; Pied-billed 
Grebe, 30; Trumpeter 
Swan, cw; Greater  White -
fronted Goose, 96; Cack-
ling Goose, 556; Canada 
Goose, 6493; Wood Duck, 
1;  Gadwall, 229; American 
Wigeon, 7; Mallard, 14,824 
Northern Shoveler, 2; 
Northern Pintail, 2; Green -
winged Teal, 12; Canvas-
back, 27; Redhead, 6; 
Ring -necked Duck, 58; 
Greater Scaup, 24; Lesser 
Scaup, 372; Common 
Goldeneye, 574; Buffle-
head, 108; Common Mer-
ganser, 42; Hooded Mer-
ganser, 76; Long - tailed 
Duck, 2 Ruddy Duck, 1; 
Duck sp. 1150; Wild Tur-
key, 73; Ring -necked 
Pheasant, 1; Northern 
Bobwhite, 9; American 
White Pelican, 9; Double -
crested Cormorant, 66; 
Great Blue Heron, 14; 
Northern Harrier, 57; 
White - tailed Kite, 2; Sharp
-shinned Hawk, 1; Coo-
per's Hawk, 2; Red -
shouldered Hawk, 3; Red -
tailed Hawk, 110; Harlan's 
Hawk, 2; Rough - legged 
Hawk, 4; American Kes-
trel, 20; Merlin, 1; Bald 
Eagle, 10; American Coot, 
1137; Killdeer, 4; Baird's 
Sandpiper, 2; Least Sand-
piper, 8; Greater Yellow-

Kingfisher, 5; Red -bellied. 
Woodpecker, 39; Downy 
Woodpecker, 46; Hairy 
Woodpecker, 4; Pileated 

Woodpecker, 6; Yellow -
bellied Sapsucker, 16; 
Northern Flicker (Y.S.), 
48; Loggerhead Shrike, 9; 
Eastern Phoebe, 6; Blue 
Jay, 214; American Crow, 
222; Fish Crow, 1; Caro-

lina Chickadee, 121; 
Tufted Titmouse, 40; Red -
breasted Nuthatch, 10; 

White -breasted Nuthatch, 
18; Brown Creeper, 8; 
Carolina Wren, 35; Be-

wick's Wren, 4; Winter 
Wren, 2; Ruby -crowned 
Kinglet, 5; Golden -
crowned Kinglet, 24; East-
ern Bluebird, 179; Hermit 
Thrush, 11;  American 
Robin, 4920; Northern 

Mockingbird, 40; Brown 
Thrasher, 1;  European 
Starling, 2000; Cedar 
Waxwing, 632; Orange -
crowned Warbler, 1; Yel-
low - rumped (Myrtle) War-

bler, 308; Spotted Tow-

hee, 11; Chipping Spar-
row, 1; Eastern Towhee, 
3; American Tree Sparrow, 
6; Field Sparrow, 24; 
Swamp Sparrow, 1; Le-
Conte's Sparrow, 2;  Sa-

vannah Sparrow, 31; Fox 
Sparrow, 31; Song Spar-
row, 42; White - throated 
Sparrow, 58; White -
crowned Sparrow, 19; Har-
ris' Sparrow, 87; Dark -
eyed Junco, 824; Dark -

eyed Junco (Oregon race), 
36; Smith's Longspur, 1; 

Northern Cardinal, 309; 
Red-winged Blackbird, 64; 
Eastern. Meadowlark, 114; 
Meadowlark sp., 166; 
Rusty Blackbird, 80; 

Brewer's Blackbird, 913; 
Common Grackle, 773; 
Brown -headed Cowbird, 
138; Pine Siskin, 1; Ameri-
can Goldfinch, 179; Purple 
Finch, 10; House Finch, 

37; House Sparrow, 1672  

 AAAAA  

Brewer's Blackbird, 5116; 
Common Grackle, 126; 
Great - tailed Grackle, 
7253; Brown -headed Cow-
bird, 7; Purple Finch, 1; 
American Goldfinch, 200; 
House Sparrow, 16  

STILLWATER  CBC 

18,984 birds 

100 species 

Most Exciting: Chipping 

Sparrow 

Pied-billed Grebe, 19; 
Snow Goose, 1 ; Cackling 
Goose, 146; Canada 
Goose, 3370; Wood Duck, 
9; Gadwall, 137; American 
Wigeon, 206; Mallard, 

497; Blue -winged Teal, 1; 
Northern Shoveler, 56; 
Green -winged Teal, 57; 
Canvasback, 61; Redhead, 
17; Ring -necked Duck, 
103; Greater Scaup, 36; 
Lesser Scaup; 51; Com-

mon Goldeneye, 24; 
Bufflehead, 48; Common 
Merganser, 23; Hooded 
Merganser, 36; Wild Tur-
key, 76; American White 
Pelican, 2; Double -crested 

Cormorant, 13; Great Blue 
Heron,18; Northern Har-

rier, 12; Sharp -shinned 
Hawk, 1; Cooper's Hawk, 
4; Red -shouldered Hawk, 
32; Red - tailed Hawk, 47; 
Am Kestrel, 18; Merlin, 1; 

American Coot, 277; Kill-
deer, 11; Ring -billed Gull, 
335; Bonaparte's Gull 18; 
Rock Pigeon, 245; Mourn-
ing Dove, 141; Eurasian 
Collar Dove, 2; Greater 
Roadrunner, 3; E. Screech

-Owl, 4 Great Horned Owl, 
7; Barred Owl, 8; Belted 

legs, 5; Common Snipe, 1; 
Ring -billed Gull, 75; Her-
ring Gull, 6;  Bonaparte's 
Gull, 53; Rock Pigeon, 2; 
Mourning Dove, 96; E. 
Screech Owl, 4; Great 
Horned Owl, 7; Barred 
Owl, 18; Short -eared Owl, 
3; Red-headed Wood-
pecker, 1; Yellow -bellied 
Sapsucker, 7; Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, 30; Hairy 
Woodpecker, 5; Downy 
Woodpecker, 29; Northern 
Flicker (unspecified), 13; 
Northern Flicker (Yellow -
shafted), 19; Northern 
Flicker (Red -shafted), 8; 
Pileated Woodpecker, 2 
Loggerhead Shrike, 9; Blue 
Jay, 89; American Crow, 
125; Horned Lark, 142; 
Carolina Chickadee, 51; 
Tufted Titmouse, 9; White -
breasted Nuthatch, 14; 
Brown Creeper, 5; Carolina 
Wren, 13; Golden -crowned 
Kinglet, 4; Ruby -crowned 
Kinglet, 7; Eastern Blue-
bird, 134; Hermit Thrush, 
3;  American Robin, 286; 
Northern Mockingbird, 11; 
European Starling, 1441; 
Sprague's Pipit, cw; Cedar 
Waxwing, 45; Yellow -
rumped Warbler, 66; East-
ern Towhee, 2; Spotted 
Towhee, 4; American Tree 
Sparrow, 166; Field Spar-
row, 14; LeConte's Spar-
row, 3; Fox Sparrow, 16; 
Harris's Sparrow, 855; Lin-
coln's Sparrow, 5; Savan-
nah Sparrow, 108; Song 
Sparrow, 107; Swamp 
Sparrow, 4; White -
crowned Sparrow, 136; 
White - throated Sparrow, 
3; Dark -eyed Junco 
(unspecified), 159; Dark -
eyed Junco (Slate), 218; 
Dark -eyed Junco (Oregon), 
4; Lapland Longspur, 10; 
Smith's Longspur, 68; 
Northern Cardinal, 67; Red
-winged Blackbird, 2866 
Meadowlark (species), 
757; Eastern Meadowlark, 
13; Western Meadowlark, 
17; Rusty Blackbird, 40; 

             Terry Sohl  

badbirder.com  



 

www.paynecountyaudubon.com  

 

Rara Avis  
 by Jerry Wi lh m  

WHERE DO BIRDS GO IN WINTER?  

Part 2  

D  espite Aristotleôs belief in bird hibernation discussed in the last issue of Feathers, he was 
also one of the first to describe bird migration, ñcranes 
fly from the steeps of Scythia (ancient area in south-
west Asia) to marshes at the headwaters of the Nile.ò 
Migration is also mentioned in the Bible in the Book of 
Job (36:26), ñDoth the hawk fly by thy wisdom and 
stretch his wings to the south.ò Despite these early ob-
servations, migration as the cause for the winter disap-
pearance of birds was not widely accepted until the 
nineteenth century.  

The scientific use of bird banding, beginning in 
the early 1900ôs, and the subsequent tracking of birds 
by radar and transmitters revealed many secrets of 
migration. 1 Birds ability to fly, their relatively long life 
spans, and the ability to maintain a constant internal 
body temperature permits them to make spectacular 
journeys. Tiny hummingbirds fly thousands of miles 
from breeding grounds in the north to areas in the 
south and then back again. The Arctic Tern breeds in 
the Northern Hemisphere and winters in Antarctic wa-
ters, some traveling up to 22,000 miles. Probably over 
half of the 9,000 species of birds migrate.  

Since a huge number of birds perish during migra-
tion, why has such a costly behavior evolved? Birds 
that migrate can avoid severe winter conditions in the 
north. An insect -eating warbler could not survive a 
northern winter because of the scarcity of insects. Nec-
tar and fruit -eating birds would find little food in the 
north during winter. Abundant food is available in the 
south.  

Why do so many bird species leave their  wintering 
grounds to return to the north to raise young? To stay 
in the south their young would have to compete with 
resident birds who inhabit the area year - round. In 
spring in the north, insects and nectar -producing 
plants become active, just as many migrating birds 
return to their breeding grounds. This profusion of food 
for the young offsets the loss to the species during mi-
gration.  

Birds such as the chickadee, which spends the win-
ter in temperate zones, do not have to pay the high 
cost of migrating. They can establish a territory at the 
start of the breeding season and can start breeding 
sooner. However, these advantages are offset by the 
high mortality rate among adults due to starving or 
freezing.  

In the March issue of Feathers  in my article Getting 
Ready to Migrate, I will discuss some of the internal 
changes in birds that induce the urge to migrate and 
behavioral changes that make it possible for birds to 
make long, hazardous trips.   

1 Christina Wilsdon, Birds , ISBN -10: 0-06 -089114 -9 A  

The 2011 GBBC will take place Friday, February 

18, through Monday, February 21.  

For those of you who have never participated in the 

GBBC before, the GBBC is an annual four -day event 

that engages bird watchers of all ages in counting 

birds to create a real - time snapshot of where the 

birds are across the continent.  

Anyone can participate, from beginning bird  

watchers to experts.  

It takes as little as 15 minutes on one day, or you can 

count for as long as you like each day of the event.  

Please participate! Itôs free, fun, and easyðand it 

helps monitor our bird populations.  

See the poster on page 4 and go to the website  for 

more information, instructions, past GBBC data, and 

to download a video.  

Page 6 Feathers  

worked together to de-
velop programs to cele-
brate and monitor the 
birds of Turkey Creek, and 
the community is featured 
on the Mississippi Coastal 
Birding Trail. The forests 
and wetlands of Turkey 
Creek provide feeding and 
nesting areas for wading 
birds and crucial stopover 
habitat for Trans -Gulf mi-
grants. Support from 
Audubon and other part-
ners was recently instru-
mental in securing a 1600 -
acre conservation ease-
ment in Turkey Creek; the 
community has recently 
been designated as a 
ñcritical urban watershedò 
by the USEPA.  

In his piece, Cenac 
stresses the apparent 
tragic irony of Turkey 
Creek: Its people werenôt 
important enough to pro-
tect, but its birds were. For 

(Continued from page 2)  

humorôs sake, Cenac 
pokes fun at the Audubon 
initiatives to get Turkey 
Creek residents to start 
birding ðheôs skeptical that 
birding can lead to an ele-
vated opinion of self -worth 
in a community forgotten. 
But community activist 
Derrick Evans sees the 
value in Audubonôs efforts. 

Evans says, ñThe Turkey 
Creek community has long 
recognized Audubonôs role 
in helping it raise attention 
about the value of our 
natural areas for birds and 
people and for being the 
first group of naturalists to 
do so. Being identified on 
Audubonôs Coastal Birding 
Trail by Judy Toups, Don 
McKee and Mark LaSalle, 
provided a pivotal boost to 
our credibility and confi-
dence as a place that is 
important beyond our im-
mediate borders.ò A  

http://www.BirdCount.org
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H  
ilarity and laughing at the misfor-
tunes of others are not usually associ-

ated with my bird -watching. Cold weather, and 
frozen ponds can contribute to calamities.  

With that disclaimer, I will continue my story.  

After several days of temperatures continually below the 
freezing mark, our pond, here at the Tower Park sub -division, 
froze solid. One could probably walk across it, but I would not 
be so bold, especially since the area between my house and the 
pond was also frozenñice on top of snow on top of ice ñsort of 
like an ice lasagna. I stood at my kitchen window, watching the 
birds feed on the ground and on the feeders. I noticed that a 
Great Blue Heron flew into view, down by the pond. I later 
looked in the field guides, and discovered that he was a first -
year adult. The top of his head was kind of a slime -green color.  

This was his first winter, and he was about to learn some les-
sons the hard way.  

He landed on the bank of the dam and then descended to the 
frozen surface of the pond. With each step, first one foot and 
then the other, would slide briefly. He looked like a very hesi-
tant skater. Perhaps like a child, who first stands up on ice. Of 
course, this Great Blue was like a skater on stilts, with no arms 
to fling around for balancing, so no wonder he was somewhat 
hesitant.  

He was very intent on finding something to eat, which of 
course would usually be found beneath the surface of the wa-
ter, under normal circumstances. Suddenly, something caught 
his attention, and he froze in position, with his head turned 
sideways, and one eye pointed directly down at the pond.  

All of a sudden, he went for that morsel, and BAM . . .  
encountered solid ice instead. What a surprise that must have 
been! Great Blues do not possess a shock absorber in their 
heads like woodpeckers. I imagine his brain rattled, especially 
since his neck is so long, and he can work up some good speed 
when that head descends, aimed at an unsuspecting fish or 
frog. Once he recovered his wits, he took several more gliding, 
ungainly steps forward, and found another potential food item.  
He cocked his head, homed in on the prey and went for it again.  

Man, this bird just didnõt get it. 

It was hilarious to watch, and my eyes were watering so 
much from laughing that I couldnõt even continue to look 
through my binoculars. The poor bird shook his head again, 
probably to clear his double vision.  

This scene just got funnier and funnier, as I stood there 
watching. The heron continued to peruse the pond, step -sliding 
his way around its perimeter. He must have become either 
bored or frustrated, because he eventually flew away.  

About an hour later, the heron returned. Perhaps he forgot 
that the pond was frozen solid. Maybe he thought it would have 
thawed out during the time that he was gone, or maybe he 
thought his prey would be on top of the ice this time, or at 

by Joyce Konigmacher  

       In My Yard  

O kay. Iôll admit it. Iôm a 
field guide junkie.  

Wherever I go, I feel com-
pelled to know the names of 
the areaôs flora and fauna, 
be it birds, butterflies, drag-
onflies, mammals, amphibi-
ans, snakes, seashells in-
sects, spiders, flowers, trees, 
seedpods, rocks . . . you 
name it.  

Field guides are an armôs 
length away on my desk, 
piled on my credenza, in the 
map pockets of my car, in 
the smallest rooms of the 
house, and fill an entire liv-
ing room bookshelf.  

I have the newest Peter-
son, the newest Stokes (this 
one hot off the presses for 
Christmas 2010), The Sibley 
Guide to Birds, each of these 
three stretching the ñfield 
guideò formula by weighing 
in at approximately the 
poundage of an anvil.  

I have a field guide dedi-
cated just to sparrows, one 
to hawks, one to warblers. I 
have bird field guides for 
Australia, Ecuador, Peru, 
Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Nor-
way, Belgium, Vietnam, 
Europe, Poland.  

I have wildflower guides 
for New England, Texas, 
Oklahoma, California, Colo-
rado, Florida, Alaska, and 
Newfoundland; I have Mis-
souri, Oklahoma, Ecuador, 
and several world butterfly 
guides. My shell guides cover 
the Pacific and Atlantic, plus 
one specific to Sanibel Is., 
Floridaôs terrific shell 
beaches. I bought a fish 
guide in the Galapagos to 

identify the fish I saw when 
snorkeling; a monkey guide 
in Ecuador.  

This penchant for field 
guides was instilled early. 
When I was a kid, my family 
camped every summer on 
the Schoharie River in up-
state NY. My grandmother 
kept field guides in a book-
case on the screen porch. I 
brought her all manner of 
things: Indian pipe, mush-
rooms, trillium, bits of moss, 
jawbones, fish, pieces of 
quartz, bird feathers, infant 
trees Iôd dug up to plant, 
crayfish, salamanders, in-
sects . . . Grandmother Lydia 
would help me find a name 
for each treasure.  

Such an insatiable interest 
in naming the natural world 
runs in the family. Recently 
on a hike at a family reunion 
in Virginia, all progress 
halted repeatedly while we 
identified every odd leaf, 
bird, or bug encountered.  

Even those who marry 
into the family share this 
proclivity . My Vermont sister
- in- law (an oceanographer 
and naturalist) owns a raft of 
field guides and can identify 
a naked tree by a bit of its 
bark, a twig, or its leaf bud 
scar, to say nothing of ocean 
creatures and shells. In fact, 
she could probably tell me 
the origin of each grain of 
sand on the beach.  

So, give me a field guide ð
or my VT sister - in - lawðand 
I will happily spend time fer-
reting out and identifying 
every living thing that moves 
in the area. A  

by Susan S. Walker  
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least more accessible. The bird landed in the same place on the 
pondõs surface as he had the first time.  

Cock head, sight prey, BAM.  

This time, he didnõt give up, and he slammed that long beak 
onto the surface of the ice at least four times. If his brains 
werenõt scrambled before this, they certainly were now. Even-
tually, he gave up, and flew away again. I began to feel sorry 
for him, because I had no idea where he was going to find any 
open shallow water for hunting. Every body of water in the area 
was frozen over, including Boomer Lake. A  
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by Anonymous Quizmaster  

Thirty - four chickadees in an elm tree  

There are at least 43 bird names hidden in the  phrase 
above. Rearrange the letters in the  phrase to spell 
their common names. Letters may be used only as 
many times as they appear in the phrase. For exam-
ple, you may use the letter ñkò once but the letter ñaò 
twice in a birdôs name. 

Examples: Auk, Cardinal  

How much is that bird print  
in the window?  

A birder decided to sell her bird prints but did not 
know how much to charge. So, she devised a method 
which led to the following prices:  

1. Blackbird  $62  

2. Mockingbird  $105  

3. Cardinal  $62  

4. Sandpiper  $102  

5. Meadowlark  $103  

Later, she found a print of a Chickadee. Based on her 
system of pricing, how much should she charge for 
this print? A                 Answers on page 12  

Monthly Quiz  
to Make You a Wiz  

 

 ̈ Hilarious Animal Voiceovers   

 ̈ Thieving gull   

 ̈ Cooperôs Hawk inside Library of Congress A  

 Canaries are Canaries are 
named after dogs?named after dogs?   
Although canaries live on 
the Canary Islands, the 
Romans named the islands 
insulae canarie  (islands of 
canines) after the wild 
dogs that inhabited the 
islands. The English name 
for the islands became Ca-
nary which later became 
the name for the birds also 
common on the islands. 
Oddly, the name of the 
birds means ñdogs.ò 

Ostriches donôt Ostriches donôt 
bury their heads? bury their heads?   
Ancient Arabs started this 
myth. According to the 
San Diego Zoo, ñWhen an 
ostrich senses danger and 
cannot run away, it flops 
to the ground and remains 
still, with its head and 
neck flat on the ground in 
front of it.ò The head an 
neck blend with the soil 
making it appear that its 
head is buried in the sand.  

 Penguins donôt Penguins donôt 
all live in icy climes?all live in icy climes?   
Penguins are commonly 
shown in frigid climates. 
However, some penguins 
live in colonies near the 
equator on the Galapagos 
Islands. Other penguins 
live in colonies on the tem-
perate southwest coast of 
South Africa.  
Three above: Joey Green, Con-
trary to Popular Belief,  submitted 
by Jerry Wilhm  

 Mozart owned aMozart owned a   
  starling?starling?   

For about three years the 
composer Wolfgang Ama-
deus Mozart kept a pet 
starling. The first record of 
the starling is the entry 
and music bar that Mozart 
made in his expense book 
when he bought the bird on 
27 May 1784: ñstarling 
bird. 34 kreutzer. ò 

   The music Mozart jotted 

down in the book is fairly 
close to the opening theme 
of the third movement of 
his Piano Concerto No. 17 
in G, K. 453. Mozart pre-
sumably taught the bird to 
sing this tune.  
 According to Mozart's 
transcription, the starling 
incorrectly inserted a fer-
mata on the last beat of 
the first full measure, and 
sang G sharp instead of G 
in the following measure.  
 Mozart probably was not 
joking when he made the 
transcription. Starlings are 
known to have a very 
strong capacity for vocal 
mimicry.  
 The bird Mozart brought 
home lived as a pet in his 
household for three years 
and died on 4 June 1787. 
Mozart buried the bird in 
the backyard and wrote a 
commemorative poem for 
the occasion.  

 Starlings wereStarlings were   
European imports?European imports?   

By now everyone undoubt-
edly knows how the for-
bearers of our present 200 
million starlings arrived in 
North America. They were 
imported in 1890 by one 
Eugene Schieffelin, a Ger-
man immigrant whose self -
appointed task was to in-
troduce to the U.S. every 
bird mentioned in the 
works of Shakespeare.  
 The sole reference to 
starlings, the one that 
brought us our starlings, is 
a few uninteresting lines in 
Henry IV spoken by Hot-
spur: ñNay. Iôll have a star-
ling shall be taught to 
speak/Nothing but 
óMortimer,ô and give it him/
To keep his anger still in 
motion.ò  
 The birds were shipped 
from Europe in two 
batches, one of 60 and one 
of 40, and released in Cen-
tral Park.  

Two above from Esther Woolfson, 
Corvus: A Life with Birds  A  

 

Through Audubonôs Membership Incentive Program, a  

chapter earns 100% of the first yearôs membership paid by 

new  Audubon Society members if  the application contains 

the chapter code. Nationalôs introductory rate for  

new members is $20. When the chapter code appears on  

the application, NAS returns the entire $20 to the PCAS.  

PCAS will also get credit for individuals replying to mem-

bership offers directly from National if  the chapter code is  

written on the application. So, for 2011, remember  

C1Z T05 0Z, and make sure  it is on your application. A  

C1Z T05 0Z C1Z T05 0Z ðð  PCASôs Important PCASôs Important 

2011 Chapter Source Code2011 Chapter Source Code   

C o n n e c t i o n s  
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http://www.wimp.com/animalvoiceovers
http://www.goodexperience.com/2007/09/fun-video-of-thieving-seagull.php
http://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local-beat/Library-of-Congress-Hawk-Outsmarts-Experts-114488909.html
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.birdinginspain.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2008/03/oriolsil.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.birdinginspain.com/blog/competitions/spanish-bird-silhouettes/&usg=__6sFOg8O5O2v1tgnlhjPC9Umw4DU=&h=600&w=399&sz=56&hl=en&
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.birdinginspain.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2008/03/oriolsil.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.birdinginspain.com/blog/competitions/spanish-bird-silhouettes/&usg=__6sFOg8O5O2v1tgnlhjPC9Umw4DU=&h=600&w=399&sz=56&hl=en&
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RAINING  BIRDS.  
On New Yearôs Eve in Beebe, Arkansas, thousands 
of blackbirds fell from the sky. During that first 
week in January similar reports were turned in from 
LA, CA, MO, Sweden and elsewhere. Read this Na-
tional Geographic article  to explore probable causes.  
 

LIGHTENING THE LITTE R AT TEAL RIDGE.  
Think Iôm behind on my thank-youôs to those who 
volunteer to pick up litter along 19th Street at Teal 
Ridge. Jim & Suz Cowley, Emily Hiatt, Les & 
Patty Imboden, Brandy Niemann, and J ohn 
Polo all pitched in to clean up the area for Decem-
ber and January. Thank you all!  Headôs up Jena 
Donnell and Kristen Gillman. You two are Febru-
aryôs volunteer PCAS litter crew! 
 

HELLO, AND HELLO, AN D HELLO AGAIN.  
The last week in December and the first in January, 
my husband, Jeff Walker, would return from running 
errands in town each day and say: ñGuess who I saw 
at (choose one) Food Pyramid, Brownôs Bottle Shop, 
Hastings, Panera?ò   
   It was strange how many times Jeff and Jerry 
Wilhm were conducting business at the same time of 
day and in the same place.  
   The last time Jeff came home with ñGuess who I 
saw in Food Pyramid?ò Nona and Jerry were shopping 
together. Too bad I wasnôt with Jeff. Then the coinci-
dence would have been doubly uncanny.  
 

THANK YOU FOR THE TH ANK YOU!  
At the January meeting, Freddy Miller told me how 
much she enjoyed the January newsletter. She had 
forwarded it to her daughter Erica Miller and told her 
ñto read it all.ò Canôt tell you how much I treasure 
positive feedback re the website or the newsletter. 
Keeps me purring along, you know.  
 

E- BOOK MURDER MYSTERIES FOR BIRDERS . 
Hereôs an e-mail I thought might interest some of you:  
 ñDid you get a Kindle or an Ipad for Christmas?  
 ñIf so you will now be able to discover who killed 
rich and ruthless Martha Axworthy at Florida's famous 
Corkscrew Nature Reserve, the foul deed at the heart 
of A Bird of a Different Color , one of a series of 
e.book murder mysteries especially for birders by 
Digby Maclaughlin . Free sample chapters of A Bird of 
a Different Color  (or Digby Maclaughlin's other mur-
der mysteries for birders, Waiting for Godwits  and  
A Bird to Die For ) can be downloaded in seconds. 
Simply click Digby at the Kindle Store  and Amazon will 
do the rest.  
 ñYou can also read a brief synopsis of any Digby 
Maclaughlin murder mystery at the Bantry Books try -
before -you -buy web site by clicking 
www.bantrybooks.co.uk .ò 

by Susan Walker  

 

 

HOW MUCH SAP COULD A SAPSUCKER SAP?  

Q: ñHow much sap could a sapsucker suck if a sapsucker 
could suck sap?ò  

A: ñToo much.ò  

Yellow -bellied sapsuckers ñsappedò one of our Eastern 
White Pines. While the holes may have admitted an  
opportunistic pest, the tree is dying (see photo).  
    I donôt hold it against the bird. Iôll replace the tree 
with a species the bird doesnôt likeðwhich may be easier 
said than done. I have read in Life Histories of North 
American Woodpeckers (1964 reprint edition) that ñthe 
sapsucker likes no fewer than 256 species of native trees 
and 6 vines besides 31 species of introduced trees. And, 
of these, 29 plus one vine are known to be sometimes 
killed and 28 others may be disfigured or seriously re-
duced in vitality.ò  
    Go to the Hilton Pond  
website for a fascinating 
close -up look at Yellow -
bellied Sapsuckers. A  

CONFUSED CANVASBACK.  
Les Imboden sent 
around the photo 

below and the fol-
lowing narrative:  ñIf 
you have been to 
our house you might 
recognize three of 
these guys. For 

those who haven't, 
the larger ones are 
oversize Mallard de-

coys. Notice a bit of a glint of sunlight on them. The 
little guy, who is actually a full size Canvasback, but 
just looks small beside the oversize decoys, had be-
come a regular until the pond froze over days before 

this shot. We had seen no ducks at all until this morn-
ing. Then, this morning we spotted this little guy snug-
gled in with the pseudo -ducks.ò Awww. 
 

GREY SNOW EAGLE HOUSE.  
Les Imboden also brings our attention to a January 
15th front page, NewsPress story headed ñIowa Tribe 
dedicates eagle sanctuary, celebrates 5 years.ò   
   The story and photos by Chelcey Adami explain how 
the Iowa Tribe of Oklahomaôs Grey Snow Eagle House 
in Perkins is ñleading the nation in the rehabilitation of 
eagles.ò  
   Click here  to read the story online and view the pho-
tos. A  

Photo: Les Imboden  

 

Page 9 February 2011  

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2011/01/110106-birds-falling-from-sky-bird-deaths-arkansas-science/
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2011/01/110106-birds-falling-from-sky-bird-deaths-arkansas-science/
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_i_1_17?url=search-alias%3Ddigital-text&field-keywords=digby+maclaughlin&sprefix=digby+maclaughlin
http://www.bantrybooks.co.uk/
http://www.hiltonpond.org/thisweek070215.html
http://www.stwnewspress.com/local/x1221291985/Iowa-Tribe-dedicates-eagle-sanctuary-celebrates-five-years
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sawed -off shotgun just before the craft stalled into a dive.  

D DT was a far bigger threat. American farmers 
dumped thousands of tons of the insecticide on their 

crops each year throughout the 1950s and ô60s, before 
Rachel Carsonôs Silent Spring  established the link to 
waning bird populations and helped launch the American 
environmental movement. As DDT made its way through 
the food chain in ever -more -concentrated doses, it caused 
eagle shells to become thin and the eggs to become ster-
ile. Against fierce industrial opposition, which continues 
today, the U.S. banned DDT in 1972, and the birds were 
protected under the Endangered Species Act of 1973. But 
as a child, I never saw an eagle outside a zoo or a dollar 
bill.  

I  n one of Shakespeareôs most beautiful plays, The 
Winterôs Tale , a character who has just found a lost 

infant meets another who has just witnessed a death. 
ñYou have met with things dying,ò he says, ñand I with 
things newborn,ò and the moment shifts the play from 
tragedy to comedy. The eagleôs return marks a similar 
narrative shift, a victory for those who spent their Janu-
aries tramping around the frozen Midwest looking for the 
single eagleôs nest that remained in Iowa by 1977, holding 
out hope that the story could be changed if they could find 
and protect a viable egg.  

B ut even the most optimistic could never have 
predicted the resiliency of the birds and the ferocity of 

their comeback. In Iowa, hopeful environmentalists set a 
goal of 10 or 20 nests by 2010. But exponential popula-
tion growth took the Department of Wildlife by surprise. 
Last year, federal staffers lost count at 254 nests, nearly 
as many as once existed in the entire continental U.S. The 
birds left the Endangered Species List in 2007.  

T his year, the Iowa Department of Natural Re-
sources spotted 47 new eagle territories and officially 

stopped trying to count every nest. Busloads of tourists 
now visit Iowa and Illinois in the winter ð a trip that de-
fies both logic and comfort ð to go on ñeagle safarisò with 
leaders like Bob Motz. The retired biology teacher from 
Rock Island, a town on the Illinois border, offers your 
money back if you donôt see eagles, ñand Iôve never had 
to give it back,ò he says. 

I  ndeed, although the birds face continuing threats 
from agricultural runoff and other pollution, it must be 

pretty easy money these days. On a walk by the river with 
my children, I lose track of how many eagles we see fish-
ing and nesting in trees. As one bird, the size of a small 
car, wheels toward us and dives for fish, my 3 -year -old 
daughter screams, ñDonôt eat me!ò But she quickly returns 
to eating snow and ignoring the birds.  

H er sense of normalcy, her absence of portentous 
symbolism, is a real cause for celebration. For me, 

the eagleôs return is an amazing scene of renewal at the 
moment of the year that seems most barren and bleak, a 
reminder that a few dedicated people can change the nar-
rative for a species or an ecosystem. For my children, itôs 
just January ð and thatôs good news. A  

Greteman earned his BA in English at OSU in 1998; was a 
1998 Rhodes Scholar; earned a MPhil at Oxford in 2001; a 
PhD at Berkeley in 2008; and wrote for Time magazine be-
tween 2001 -2003. He now teaches at the University of Iowa . 

I  n the Iowa winter, as the poet Robert Hass wrote, 
ña farmerôs dreams are narrow.ò In January, as tem-

peratures drop to -20 Celsius (4 degrees Fahrenheit) and 
my garden lies buried somewhere under a foot of snow, I 
sometimes feel like life has been banished forever. Even 
the river that runs past my window becomes a sluggish 
ice jam, before it stops moving altogether. But then 
(now, as I write!) I see that the bald eagles have re-
turned.  

T o anyone familiar with the giant birds primarily 
through American patriotic kitsch, the sight may not 

seem surprising or particularly moving. But after the bald 
eagle became our national symbol in 1782, Americans 
quickly and with a grim irony drove it to the brink of ex-
tinction. In 1973, two years before I was born, George 
Laycock chronicled the ñimpending disappearance of the 
bald eagleò in a book that details the manifold challenges 
facing the birds, from pollution to hunting to develop-
ment. Laycockôs book, The Autumn of the Eagle , osten-
sibly advocates change, but reads more like a lament for 
a species that is already gone, complete with data charts 
and maps showing the extirpation of the birds from the 
lower 48 states.  

F rom the 1930s to the 1960s, from west Texas to 
California, hunters developed the bizarre sport of ae-

rial eagle hunting, killing thousands of eagles a year by 
blasting them with shotguns from the open windows of 
small airplanes. The practice first emerged as a response 
to sheep ranchersô mistaken belief that the birds, which 
grow nearly four feet long and have a seven - foot wing-
span, could prey on young lambs, a myth akin to the per-
sistent rumors that the birds snatched small children. But 
it quickly developed into a uniquely American high -octane 
sport. One legendary hunter, John Casparis, bragged that 
he could kill 1,000 a year by approaching an eagle from 
behind, letting go of his planeôs controls and firing his 

Photo  by Frank Kovalchek via Flickr.  

By Blaine Greteman, Ode Magazine , January 12, 2011  
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INDIVIDUAL BIRDS  

Alex  -  The African Grey Parrot who, in studies by Dr. 
Irene Pepperberg, demonstrated an ability to count; dif-
ferentiate categories involving objects, colors, shapes, 
and materials; and understand the concept of same and 
different. Alex died in 2007.  

Bubi  -  A Eurasian eagle -owl that lives near the Helsinki 
Olympic Stadium. His appearance at soccer games is 
considered a good omen for the Finland national football 
team, which has taken the nickname of ñHuuhkajat ,ò the 
Finnish word for the species. Bubi was named Helsinki's 
ñResident of the Yearò in 2007. 

Challenger  -  The first Bald Eagle in history trained to 
free fly into major sporting events during the National 
Anthem  

Charlie  -  aka Charlie the Curser -  a female blue and yel-
low macaw once owned by Winston Churchill whose pre-
sent owner, Peter Oram, claims is over 100 years old . 

Cher Ami  -  British -bred homing pigeon who in the Au-
tumn of 1918 delivered twelve messages for the U.S. 
Army during World War I, among other things helping to 
save the Lost Battalion  

Commando  -  A pigeon that carried out more than ninety 
missions carrying crucial intelligence for the British 
armed forces during World War II  

Gertie  -  A mallard duck who nested on some pilings un-
der a bridge in Milwaukee in 1945. She (and her brood) 
are immortalized in RiverSculpture!  

G.I. Joe  -  A member of the United States Army Pigeon 
Service. On 18 October 1943, the village of Calvi Vec-
chia, Italy, was scheduled to be bombed by the Allies. 
The homing pigeon carried the message that British 
forces had captured the village, thus averting the attack 
and saving the lives of over a thousand people, both the 
local Italians and the British occupying troops.  

Incas  -  The last Carolina parakeet , who died in 1918 at 
the Cincinnati Zoo, reportedly of grief after his mate 
Lady Jane  died a few months before him, in 1917  

Martha  -  The last of the American passenger pigeons , 
who died at the Cincinnati Zoo in 1914. Species Requiem 
Day, September 1, marks Martha's passing.  

Miracle Mike  -  The Wyandotte rooster of Fruita, CO, 
who lived for 18 months after his head was cut off. The 
botched decapitation in 1945 missed his brain stem and 
jugular vein. His owners fed him thereafter with an eye-
dropper, and took him on tours of the West Coast. He 
died in 1947.  

Pale Male  -  A Red - tailed hawk living near Central Park in 
New York City  

Sirocco  -  A hand - reared Kakapo (a large nocturnal par-
rot) who was an ambassador for his species and conser-
vation  

BIRD GROUPS  

The Capitoline geese , who warned of an imminent at-
tack on Rome by the Gauls in 390 B.C.  

The Cliff Swallows  that return from Villa Ventana, Ar-
gentina every year to the Mission San Juan Capistrano in 
California on (or around) March 19  

The ducks  of the Peabody Hotel  in Memphis, Tennes-
see, who, in a tradition dating back to the 1930s, are 
escorted from their penthouse palace down the elevator 
every day of the year at 11:00 AM, cross a red carpet to a 
Sousa march, and spend the day in the lobby fountain, 
returning home with equal ceremony at 5:00 PM 

The gulls  who saved the Mormon pioneers from a cricket 
infestation  

The Hollywood Freeway chickens , a feral colony living 
under the Vineland Avenue off - ramp of the Hollywood 
Freeway in Los Angeles  

The ravens  of the Tower of London, whose continuing 
presence there is said to maintain the general safety 
of the kingdom  

According to a 2007 - 2008 National Pet Owners 
Survey, 63% of U.S. households own a pet, which 
equates to 71.1 million homes. Here are the n umber of 
U.S. households that own a pet (figures in millions):  

 ̧Bird 6.4,  ̧Cat 38.4,  ̧Dog 44.8,  ̧Equine 4.3,  
 ̧Freshwater Fish 14.2,  ̧Saltwater Fish .8,  
 ̧Reptile 4.8,  ̧Small Animal 6.0.  

 

Below are some famous people who owned a pet bird.  
 

FAMOUS PET BIRD OWNERS  
¶ Marie Antoinette -   

African Grey  

¶ Winston Churchill -  
Blue & Gold Macaw 
named ñCharlieò 

¶ Grover Cleveland -   
Canary  

¶ Calvin Coolidge -   
Canary, Mockingbird  

¶ Ulysses S. Grant -   
Parrot  

¶ Warren G. Harding -   
Canary  

¶ Bandleader, Peter Duchin -  Black -headed Caique, 
ñIgor,ò and a Military Macaw, ñPedroò 

¶ Rutherford Hayes -  Canary  

¶ Andrew Jackson -  ñPol the Parrotò 

¶ Lyndon B. Johnson -  Lovebirds  

¶ John F. Kennedy -  A canary; Parakeets ñBluebell & 
Marybelleò 

¶ King Henry VIII -  African Grey Parrot  

¶ James Madison -  Green Parrot  

¶ Dolly Madison -  A parrot rescued from the burning 
White House during the War of 1812  

¶ Mozart  -  Starling  

¶ Theodore Roosevelt's Family -  Hyacinth Macaw 
named ñEli Yaleò kept at White House 

¶ First Lady Martha Washington -  ñPolly the Parrotò  

¶ King George V -  ñCharlotte,ò African Grey 

¶ Queen Victoria -  ñCoco,ò African Grey 

Most of the data in this article from Wikipedia. A  
 

PRESIDENTIAL PARROTS  

U.S. presidents Andrew Jack-

son, Ulysses S. Grant, William 

McKinley, Theodore Roosevelt, 

and Calvin Coolidge each kept 

pet parrots. When President 

McKinley whistled the beginning 

notes of ñYankee Doodle,ò  

his pet parrot whistled the rest  

of the tune.  
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Answers to Quarterly Quiz  

Thirty -four chickadees in an elm tree  

1. Auk  
2. Auklet  
3. Cardinal  
4. Chat  
5. Chickadee  
6. Chukar  
7. Conure  
8. Crake  
9. Crane  

10.  Dotterel  
11. Duck  
12. Dunlin  
13. Eider  
14. Falcon  
15. Finch  
16. Flycatcher  
17. Fulmar  
18. Heron  
19. Kite  
20. Knot  
21. Kestrel  
22. Merlin  

 

 
 

Submitted by Jerry Wilhm  

T he Darwin Awards annually commemorate 
ñthose who improve our gene pool by removing 

themselves from it,ò says Wendy Northcutt in her book 
The Darwin Awards.  An award confirmed in 1996 rec-
ognized a Toronto man who fell to his death from the 
23rd story of his condominium. He was standing on a 
wheeled chair while cleaning his bird feeder. The detec-
tive inspector stated that chairs with wheels are notori-
ously unstable as footstools. He said: ñIt appears that the 
chair moved and he went over the balcony. It's one of 
those freak accidents. No fowl play is suspected.ò   

W hat is the world's most common bird on 
earth? According to a  2010 book by Rod Evans, 

Sorry, Wrong Answer , chickens are by far the most 
common bird. Estimates  of their numbers exceed  50 
billion. For almost 3,000 years, people raised chick-
ens  for eggs but did not eat them. The Romans intro-
duced eating chickens to Britain. Chickens are thought 
to have descended from a pheasant called the red jun-
gle fowl native to Thailand. A  

23. Martin  
24. Myna  
25. Murrelet  
26. Murre  
27. Nuthatch  
28. Nutcracker  
29. Rosefinch  
30. Rail  
31. Skua  
32. Shrike  
33. Scoter  
34. Seedeater  
35. Stint  
36. Stork  
37. Stilt  
38. Teal  
39. Tern  
40. Titmouse  
41. Thrasher  
42. Thrush  
43. Turkey  

How much is that bird print in the window?  
She should charge $49. 00 for the Chickadee print.  

This figure comes from adding the position of each  
letter of the alphabet used to spell the birdôs name. 

A=1, e=5, j=10, t=20, and so on to z=26  

A not so sharp Sharp-shinned Hawk that hit our deck windows in 
pursuit of a feeder bird. It was a very light collision as the hawk 
ñput on the brakesò just before striking the pane, but it still baf-
fled the bird. Here it sits on the deck saying 1) ñDuh?ò 2) ñIôve a 
strange ringing in my ears,ò and 3) ñAh-ha! Thereôs my meal 
ticket, chowing down black-oil sunflower seeds!ò  
 The hawk recovered quickly and flew off, but itôs been back 
though unsuccessful in doing anything but frightening the feeder 
birds off in a swoosh of wings.                                    Susan A  

1  3  2  
Photos: Susan Walker  
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