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I couldnôt get enough, 
so on Dec. 27th, while my 
husband Jeff drove 
daughter Jessica and her 

friend Joel to the OKC 
airport for a 5:55 AM flight 
back to CA, I headed off 
for the Sooner CBC.  

Participating in this count 

were eight individuals in 
three teams: 1) John 
Couch,  Count coordinator 

and me, Susan Walker; 
2) Gene Young, Wendell 
Long, Kurt Meisenzahl,  

and David Reed; and 3)
Torre Hovick and  John 
Polo .  

Geneôs group spotted 76 

species, but John and I did 
not break 50, spotting only 
48 species.  

We counted five species  
that Geneôs group didnôt 

however: Redhead, Ring -
necked Duck, Merlin, Fox 
Sparrow, and Smithôs 
Longspur.  

Both counts were, to 
quote Gene, ñalmost 
painfully slow,ò with few 
species spotted.  

We saw nothing as 
spectacular as last yearôs 
White - tailed Kites or even 

the Golden Eagle spotted 
on our Nov. 26 pre -count 

field trip.  

See some photos on the 
website Gallery  of a Yellow
- rumped Warbler and a 

Barred Qwl that Jim 
Cowley took on the 
Stillwater CBC. A couple of 
photos of our Stillwater 
team are on page 6, also.  

Somehow forgot to take 

photos at Sooner. A  

B oth the Stillwater 
and Sooner CBCs, 

were well attended and 
(miraculously) took place 

on beautiful mild sunny 
days. What a break! John 
Couch and I always let 
everyone know that he and 
I conducted one CBC in  
ï19°F weather. Brutal!  

A big thank you to  those 

who devoted a day or two 

of their Christmas vacation 
to participating in our local 
CBCs: Participating in the 

Stillwater CBC, coordinated 
by Jim Ownby, were ð 
Damona Doye, John 
Couch, Jim & Suz 
Cowley, Jason Heinen, 
Helen Jordan, Iris 
McPherson, Tim 

OôConnell, Charlotte & 
Jim Ownby, Emmett 
Phybus & Debbie 

Brightmire, and me, 
Susan Walker.  

My Stillwater CBC team 

of four included me, the 
Cowleys, and John Couch. 
We covered a 30 -  square 
mile section of the circle, 
an area that included a bit 

of NW Lake Carl Blackwell 
near the Hwy 86 bridge. At 
this location we were very 
pleased to find a good 

group of sparrows. There 
is just not enough food out 
there, and the sparrow 

population is small this 
year.  

My teamôs best sighting 
was a possible Rossôs 

Goose or hybrid ð picked 
out by Johnôs sharp eye 
from among a group of 
Canadas on the far side of 
a pond. See what you think 
in Jimôs photo. 

Rallying at the Hideaway for the Stillwater CBC  Tally Rally are from left: Jim Cowley, Suz Cowley, Susan Walker, Charlotte Ownby, Jim Ownby, 

Helen Jordan, Emmett Pybus, Debbie Brightmire , Damona Doye, Iris McPherson, and John Couch.  

by Susan S. Walker  

https://picasaweb.google.com/bzzyb03/MembersBirdPhotos?authuser=0&authkey=Gv1sRgCMzYoeaYh7nGnQE&feat=directlink
https://picasaweb.google.com/lh/photo/mpUUThWoLlbBvBMBhnCuDTiFqxlFmp57yYZHpL2egEY?feat=directlink

