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A play & learn page for future Payne County Audubon Chapter members

Riddle: How much wood could a woodpecker peck if a woodpecker could peck wood?
Did You Know?

Internet Photo gt;ﬁ The woodpecker's strong, pointed BILL works as both a crowbar and a special-
' ] * ized chisel, capable of removing bark and slicing right into a tree to find hiding
finsects. While the chisels we humans use need

is self sharpening.

Woodpeckers have a very long
TONGUE . The wood-
pecker bs :
circles around = -
behind its head \A‘\

and neck under loose skin to
give it enough extra length so
that 0 like afrog @ it can shoot its
tongue out about six inches into an insect burrow inside a
tree trunk! I n addition, a woodpeckerds tongue has barbs
pecker can pick up grubs and insects hiding in their little tunnels inside a tree.

" . 0‘1 While most birds have one toe pointing back and three pointing

7, forward on each foot, woodpeckers have two sharply clawed
TOES pointing in each direction to help them grasp the sides of
trees and balance while they hammer.

Therebds a really neat website showing
feet. Go here toviewit.

If you watch a woodpecker climbing up a tree (they rarely climb down),
you will notice that it uses its tail feathers as a prop. Have you ever
seen a chickadee doing that, or any ot
peckers have very stiff, pointed TAIL feathers and their lower spine and
supporting muscles are much bigger and stronger than
those of perching birds. They press these feathers
against the tree to help support their weight

>0

Foran AMAZING video of snake vs woodpecker, click here.
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http://www.burdr.com/2009/11/fantastic-feet-of-birds/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=14yxYTOdL38
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WHAT KINDS OF WOODPECKERS
DO WE HAVE IN OKLAHOMAZ?

There are over 180 species of woodpeckers. Eight can be found in Oklahoma.

Woodpeckers live in wooded areas and forests. They tap on tree trunks in order to find insects living in
crevices in the bark. They also peck holes in trees to make nest cavities. Some drum on trees to commu-
nicate to other woodpeckers and as a part of their courtship behavior. The sapsucker drills shallow holes in
tree bark, dining on the sap and insects attracted to the sap. Some species require very specific conditions

for their home. For example, the red
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-cockaded woodpecker lives only in mature pine forests, so is found in
small numbers only in the southeastern portion of Oklahoma.
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Knock! Knock!

Whods there?
Woody.

Woody who?

Woody you like to know.

Bet you thought | was going

to say Woody Woodpecker,
didndt you? Wood
pecker is a cartoon likeness of
perhaps a pileated woodpecker. Woody was

the star of cartoons that used to be shown in

the 50s and 60s before featured movies in

movie theaters. Your grandparents remem-

ber Woody well. If you go here, you can

hear the famous  Woody Woodpecker laugh
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http://www.entertonement.com/collections/8914/Woody-Woodpecker

