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CHEYSTMAS @YRN COUNT

centl%/ acquired SPL books
Birds>You can review

espite Stlllwgbo S
Christmas parade that list on bage 3

competing for atten-
tion, 24 people attended
the DEC.3RD PCAS PRO-

GRAM , in anticipation of
learning about the annual
Christmas Bird Counts and
in joining count teams.
Thi s
led by Peg & Bob McCor-
mick, Les Imboden, Jim
Ownby, Helen Jordan,

Ti m OO6 Co mandeSudan
Walker.

Sarah Kimball provided
the refreshments & delicious
cookies and chocolate cov-
ered pretzels.

The Silent Auction

brought in $43 dollars, and
Jay Criswell  made avail-
able a paper copy of re-

year 0 sverd e a

The SOONER CBC , held
Mon., Dec. 14, attracted 7
intrepid birders:  John
Couch, Count Organizer,
Jim & Suz Cowley, Micah
Meyers, John Polo,
Susan Walker, and Gene
ilson. I say
because it was a cold and
windy day with temps
never rising
Surprisingly, we saw only
a handful of robins and
very few sparrows and
roadsi de
best sightings were a pair
of Ruddy Ducks and a Log-
gerhead Shrike.
Most exciting again this
year were the millions of
blackbirds that fly in to

birds.

roost on an island in the
southeast corner of Sooner
Lake. When they land, they
literally coat the island, and
it comes to resemble a big
heap of coal with thousands
wheeling above it in search
of an inch to perch on. Un-
fortunately, their guano is
killing the trees.

it ntr %éto%r?ed for lunch

and abreak atthe 7 -Clans

Conven|ence Store A

aboyv

The STILLWATER CBC

took place on Sat., Dec, 19.

My team for this count was

m Joh Couch,.and Jim &
é’CowIey aOur plgce of

the pie was west and north

of Lake Carl Blackwell.

We began before dark

but saw very little at the

west end of Blackwell or on

the OSU agronomy station
across the road, or on the
river behind it . . . though
we heard screech and
barred owls and John did
spot a winter wren.

This count & only a week
after and perhaps fifteen
miles from our robin  -less
Sooner CBC & saw us count-
ing flock after flock of rob-
insd 609 in all.

The cotton rat population
is high and so were sight-

ings on both CBCs of north-
ern harriersandred  -tailed
hawks. We counted three
Harl and6s hawks
two CBCs, too, one on the
Stillwater count.

Jim Ownbyéds
stats on next page.  View
more photos of on page 5.
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Debbie Brightmire, Emmett Phybus, Freddy Miller, Jim Ownby, Mary Ownby, Helen Jordan, Patty Imboden & Les Imbbi¢rshown at an
adjacent table ar®wayne & Leslie EImore, Suz & Jim Cowley, John Cou@nd Susan Walker(taking stitched together photo).
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